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A group of seven Chinese-

Australian Christians, from the 

Evangelical Free Church of 

Australia (EFCA) East Lindfield, 

recently undertook a short-term 

mission visit to Malawi, to see how 

God is working in Africa, the better 

to understand outreach 

opportunities to the Chinese 

Diaspora in both Lilongwe and 

Blantyre. 

 

L ilongwe and Blantyre 

both have significant 

Chinese populations, the 

former having greater numbers 

than the latter, and it has been a 

long-held desire of SIM Malawi 

to reach out to these 

communities with the Gospel. In 

October a group of seven 

Chinese Australians were invited 

over to Malawi by Pete and Jo 

Ong to see at first-hand some of 

the challenges that might be 

faced in reaching out to both 

Malawians and the Chinese 

Diaspora, as Group Leader, 

Alice Li, explained. 

“As a church, EFCA has a partnership 

with the Ong family. Our old pastor 

is good friends with Pete and that is 

how it started,” she said.  

“We send a lot of mission teams 

around the world – to Japan, 

Thailand, Dubai and East Asia – to 

partner with and support our long-

term missionaries. Stephen Yu, who  

is my co-leader but unfortunately 

couldn’t come at the last moment, is 

very passionate about mission, 

mobilising people, encouraging people 

to see what mission is like first-hand, 

and challenging them to think about 

long-term mission.” 

One of the things that the group 

discovered was that many of the 

Chinese in Malawi are simply here to 

build a new life and make as much 

money as possible, and these factors 

work against any outreach to them.   

“We had mixed reactions to our 

outreach. We came across some 

Chinese Buddhists and they were 

quite closed to the Gospel. They 

were like “No, no, no,  we believe in 

Buddha and that is OK.” But others 

were quite open to hearing about 

Jesus,” said Alice.  

“We also came across a Korean 

missionary couple working with the 

Chinese in Lilongwe. They had lived 

in China for five years, so they had 

the language and they were 

specifically here in Malawi to reach 

the Chinese. Their English wasn’t 

very good so when we met them, all 

The team:  The team from EFCA with their hosts Peter and Jo Ong 

SIM Malawi is looking for missionaries from the 

Chinese diaspora to come and reach their fellow 

countrymen in Malawi. The Chinese community in 

Malawi has no church or ministry currently with this 

growing population, a growth triggered by political 

developments. Fluency in Mandarin is essential for 

this post.  
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conversation was in Mandarin – a 

room full of Australians and 

Koreans talking in Chinese! The 

couple has been in Malawi for three 

years trying to share the gospel, and 

they have not seen one person 

convert.  

“On numerous occasions, the 

Korean missionaries have tried to 

invite them over for dinner; they 

intentionally rented a house in a 

more Chinese area of the city, but 

many people, even though they had 

invited them, said that they were 

too busy or hadn’t actually accepted 

the invitation to the meal.” 

Despite the problems that are being 

faced, both the Australian short-

term mission team and the Korean 

couple are confident that, in God’s 

timescale, inroads will be made into 

this hard-to-reach community. The 

group started in on this process by 

hosting a meal as an outreach event 

at a Chinese Restaurant in Lilongwe. 

While it did not go exactly as 

hoped, as not many non-Christian 

Chinese people turned up, it was 

still a positive outcome for the 

group to see how God brings His 

people together. 

 “The outreach event came about 

because Pete knew the restaurant 

owner and we were wondering: 

how can we reach out to people?” 

said Alice.  

“We thought: we can do prayer 

walks and we can reach out to 

them, but what if we can invite 

them to an event and share the 

Gospel with them clearly. We 

raised funds back in Australia; 

everyone was very supportive and 

thought it was a good idea.  

“We had a budget of A$500 to 

work with, so we booked out this 

restaurant through our relationship 

with the restaurant owner who was 

happy to accommodate it, with our 

budget to have 50 or 60 people 

come from the community. So we 

went out inviting people, going to all 

the Chinese shops, inviting them to 

this dinner where we could share 

with them.  

“On the night, not many people 

turned up, but the team was still 

very encouraged that, even though 

we were reaching out to non-

Christians, God was working quite 

clearly through Christians, and the 

local Christians we were able to 

identify.” 

One of the positives that the team 

discovered was a small group of 

Chinese Christians in Lilongwe who 

are seeking ways of establishing 

their own Chinese Church so that 

they can worship and read the Bible 

together in their own language. 

In addition to the outreach to the 

Chinese Diaspora, the team was 

involved in Kids’ Bible Clubs and 

Kids’ Club: The team leading a Kids’ Club in Blantyre 

Prayer  points 
 

Please pray: 
For the team: that they will be able 
to process what they have seen and 
how God has touched their hearts, 

and for God to make it clear to 
them what they should do about 

what has impacted them 
 

For the missionaries in Malawi: 
continue to pray for them. The 

work here is hard. The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few: 
to be able effectively to disciple 
and give the team wisdom as to 
how to do that. For strength and 
perseverance, particularly in the 

face of Spiritual attacks 
 

For the Chinese community in 
Malawi: for the seeds that have 

been planted and for the Chinese 
community here. There is a great 
need for them to hear the Gospel. 

Pray that God will raise up workers 
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also had an opportunity to see other 

parts of Malawi, other than the main 

two cities. Both of these had an 

impact on the group.  

Alice explained that they were 

shocked at the numbers, as between 

100 and 200 children turned up for 

the Kids’ Club. She said that was 

around ten times what they would 

usually expect for a Sunday School 

class back home in Sydney! 

But it was the difference between the 

rich and the poor in Malawi which 

struck the group very hard. This was 

seen particularly in the visit they 

made to Sani on the shores of Lake 

Malawi. 

“Coming here I had the African 

picture of everyone living in mud 

huts, a lot more dirt roads, and 

poverty to be really in your face, but 

coming here I have really been 

challenged; the difference between 

the rich and the poor is so vast,” said 

Alice.  

“There are some places in Malawi 

where I am sitting and this could be 

America or anywhere in the west. It 

is so well built up, it is clean, there’s 

fast food and then there’s the other 

side, which we saw when we were in 

Sani. What really hit us was the 

poverty and the simplicity of living in 

a village. When you are out in such a 

rural area, where most people don’t 

have electricity or running water, 

then you see that life can be really 

hard, and they live very basic lives.” 

As with any such short-term mission 

visit, what happens when the team or 

the individual gets back to their home 

environment is what matters. What 

kind of impact has the trip had on 

them? What is God saying to them 

about the future? With such a diverse 

group, the trip will have to be 

processed on an individual basis, but 

Alice is certain that it will have had an 

impact on all of them, as it certainly 

has  on her. 

“Going back to Australia, I think lots 

of different things could happen,” she 

said. 

“God works in many different ways, 

and each member of the team has 

been impacted differently. I think 

some people may be considering 

longer-term missions a bit more 

seriously, particularly in the Chinese 

Diaspora ministry. We see that there 

is great need here in Malawi, and 

some people have been challenged as 

to whether this is where God is 

calling them.  

“For others, for example myself, I 

have also seen this short-term 

mission as a great opportunity to 

evangelise to my non-Christian 

friends and colleagues back home. 

Coming out on short-term mission, 

you are, to them, giving up two 

precious weeks of annual leave to 

volunteer in what they see as 

‘mission’ but, going back,  we can say 

no, we wanted to go to share the 

love of Christ. We go on mission 

because it’s important for us that 

others hear about Jesus.  

“Coming here and understanding the 

ministry, seeing how Pete and Jo 

operate and have invested in Tiyamike 

[‘let us give thanks’ in Chichewa] and 

the Mtengo [‘tree’] youth discipleship 

programme, having a better 

understanding of how they do their 

ministry and how they share their 

love with Malawians will definitely 

impact how I go back and share what 

mission is actually like in Malawi.” 

to reach out to them as well, and 

that those seeds that have been 

planted will flourish in His timing. 

Outreach: The team hosted an outreach event in a Chinese restaurant in Lilongwe 
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Young people face many pressures 

to conform to an identity which is 

not necessarily their own. Modern 

culture, peer pressure and other 

outside influences make it difficult 

for young people to know what 

their identity is. The Africa 

Evangelical Church National Youth 

Camp 2019 looked to redress some 

of these imbalances and let the 

young people be more confident 

about their Identity in Christ 

 

T he AEC National Youth 

Camp 2019 was held at 

the Nalikule College of 

Education, a teacher-training 

facility on the outskirts of 

Lilongwe. It allowed around 300 

young people from across the 

AEC in Malawi to come together 

for four days of teaching, 

fellowship and fun, to help them 

get a better understanding of 

their ‘Identity’, the theme for the 

week. 

The vital nature of the topic of 

‘Identity’ was underlined by Peter Ong, 

SIM Malawi’s Youth Co-ordinator. “It 

is very important because there are 

many competing voices which are 

telling them ‘this is who you should be’. 

“Our hope is that these young people 

will go away from this camp knowing 

what God thinks of them. We want 

them to walk away from this camp 

with that confidence, and therefore live 

as a child of God,” he said. 

The keynote speaker for the Camp 

was Pastor Felix Gilbert from the 

Restoration Christian Fellowship in 

Denver, Colorado. Over the four days 

of his Bible studies he took the young 

people through some key parts of our 

Identity: we are created in the image of 

God, our Identity is in Christ, we are 

Children of God and, as a result, we 

have Access to God. 

“Young people are plagued with 

temptations from their peers, from the 

world in which they live,” he said. 

“If you look at culture, particularly 

contemporary culture or modern 

culture, times have changed and people 

are growing up in what I am going to 

call an anti-church era; the church is 

losing the Millennials. Young people are 

growing up and once they finish high 

school they are straying away from 

church.  

“A lot of that is because they are going 

out in search of ‘identity’ and they are 

being attracted by all the things that 

the world has to offer. So if we can 

help young people, especially here in 

Malawi, to understand who they are, 

and more importantly to have a strong 

foundation, rooted and grounded in 

Christ, it will enable them to withstand 

the storms of the temptations they are 

going to face in the world.  

“So when they leave here, if they know 

who they are,; if they know their 

identity is in Christ, if they know they 

Cover Story:  

‘Identity’ – knowing our identity is vital to 
young people today 

Identity:  Young people from the Africa Evangelical Church learning about their identity in Christ 

The AEC National Youth Camp 2019 is supported by SIM Malawi 

project #MW96658 Youth Ministry Capacity Building 
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have access to God, if they know they 

are children of God, if they know that 

they are made in the image of God, 

then when the temptations come they 

will be able to stand firm and the 

likelihood of the Church continuing or 

their returning to the Church is very, 

very strong and is being improved 

more because they know who they 

are.” 

Relationships are one of the areas in 

which young people come under a 

great deal of pressure. This key area 

was also covered at the camp by 

Cynthia Sundman, SIM’s Point Person 

for Youth and Young Adults. She 

looked at the subject through games as 

well as talking about it head-on. 

“I was asked to come and to share 

about relationships from a biblical 

perspective and to give the kids some 

tools they can use in relationships in 

everyday life,” she said.  

“Our identity is in Christ, but we are 

also called to be in the world; so, 

everything that we do in our life, which 

includes relationships, we need to do 

for God’s glory and to honour Christ. 

It is also a testimony to the world. 

“I think the most important thing we 

talked about was marriage, looking at 

God’s perspective when He created it 

and then what the world has to offer. 

We looked at both of those critically, 

and then we compared them so you 

can have wisdom to know the 

differences and which one to choose.” 

Having helped regional youth camps for 

the last couple of years, why was the 

decision made for 2019 to bring 

everyone together in a national camp? 

“One of the reasons we are holding a 

national camp is to allow all of the 

youth to come together and to share 

their Christian faith. When they come 

together, they make friendships, they 

know each other and they share 

challenges in their day-to-day lives,” 

said MacDonald Chiutale, AEC’s 

National Youth Co-ordinator. 

“Our hope is that, through the teaching 

at the camp, young people will change 

their behaviour and understand much 

better what it means to have our 

Identity in Christ. I hope that many will 

take the message back to their homes 

and churches and share this with those 

who were not able to attend the 

camp.” 

This hope was echoed by Felix Gilbert 

as he reflected on what he thought the 

impact of the four key areas covered 

could mean for the Church in Malawi 

as well as for the country, 73% of 

whose population is under 30 years of 

age. 

“I think it will have great impact on the 

Church because then the Gospel is 

being propagated,” he said.  

“You will have young people who are 

confident in their position in Christ so 

when they go out, they are equipped to 

share their faith to bring others in: the 

other image-bearers out there who 

might not know who they are.  

“This means that the sustainability of 

the Church from a longevity 

perspective is enhanced, improved  

because you have more young 

evangelists, if I can use that term, going 

out spreading the Gospel. Because of 

this, the impact the Church can have 

will be strengthened and continue going 

on.” 

But, now that the camp is over and the 

young people have returned to their 

day-to-day lives, what impact do the 

organisers and speakers hope Identity 

2019 will have on the participants, the 

AEC and even Malawi as a whole? 

Modern venue:  The camp was held at the Nalikule College of Education near Lilongwe 



 

7 

“We want the young people to be 

confident of who they are in Christ, for 

them to walk away from this camp 

knowing who they are; therefore they 

will live out that identity accordingly 

and share that with other people 

around them,” said Pete. 

Cynthia’s hope is focused on 

relationships: “I would really want 

them to see what God created when it 

comes to relationships and marriage,” 

she said.  

“To see what pure Christian love, that 

comes from God, looks like, and that is 

what He wants for them. And also to 

understand the world and how to 

combat that, as Joseph did – running 

away and protecting yourself.” 

Felix is looking for the impact to be felt 

across communities: “There are 

representatives from many villages and 

communities here.  I am hoping that 

when they leave here, they can take 

this message to their places of 

residence, to their villages, to their 

townships and to their communities. 

“That message is: ‘Hey guys, guess 

what we learned – we are made in the 

image of God. Guess what that means? 

Our identity is in Christ. Here’s what 

happens, you accept Christ into your 

life, you too can be a Child of God, 

more importantly you have access to 

God.’  

“What will that do for the Christian 

Church? The impact that Muslims and 

other faith teachers and other 

prosperity doctrines have on the 

evangelical church will be minimised 

because you will have young people 

who are strong in their faith, and they 

will be propagating that message 

throughout their community. Then, 

eventually, they will become threats to 

the enemy’s kingdom,” he said. 

 

Group work: The extensive campus at Nalikule College of Education gave delegates a chance to enjoy their surroundings  
while working 

Prayer Points 
1. Keep praying for the youth that 
when they go back to their home 

churches and home youth groups, 
they will keep meeting up together 
and that they will not forget what 
they have learned. They will share 

that with other youth in their groups 
who weren’t able to come this year 

(Pete and MacDonald) 
2. That the young people would have 
a greater understanding of what God 

has been teaching them, that they 
would take those lessons to heart 
and that they would seek God’s 

guidance in the future, so that, when 
it comes to relationships, they would 

turn to God first (Cynthia) 
3. That they would stay strong in 

their faith, that the teaching would 
take root, that they would continue 
to dig deeper. Pray for them as they 

are faced with all kinds of 
challenges. Pray for the youth 

leaders that SIM and the AEC have 
here, because they are positioned in 
a country which has predominantly 

young people, so they have their 
work cut out (Felix) 
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Help in living a godly life, advice 

on how faithfulness can assist in 

defeating HIV/AIDS, advice on how 

to bring children up in a loving and 

faithful family are just some of the 

areas covered in the Christian 

Marriage and Family Life training 

course which is having a 

significantly positive impact on the 

Africa Evangelical Church 

 

O nce the romance starts 

to fade and the 

excitement of the 

wedding day is but a distant 

memory, married life and raising 

a family become hard work. So 

often, couples are left to 

flounder on their own and this, 

regrettably, can lead to 

marriages breaking down. 

Couples in the Africa Evangelical 

Church (AEC), however, are  

benefiting from a training 

programme which is being rolled 

out across its Area Councils. 

“The Christian Marriage and Family 

Life programme is there to help 

church members, especially couples, 

to get a better understanding of the 

foundation of marriage. The aim is to 

make sure they lead a godly life 

within the family, and to cover the 

issue of HIV and AIDS. The hope is 

that, at the end of the day, the 

Church will become stronger, with 

people who are living a godly life 

within their families and, at the same 

time, making sure we cut the 

incidence of HIV and AIDS,” said 

Revd Wadi Chamambala, AEC Pastor 

and one of the main facilitators of the 

course. 

The course, which falls under SIM 

Malawi’s HOPE for AIDS ‘Prevention’ 

work, was originally designed to help 

combat the spread of the HIV/AIDS 

epidemic that was sweeping across 

Malawi. One of its core teachings is 

how couples should live in a faithful 

Working together: A group session at the Enriching Marriage and Family Life workshop 

Christian Marriage and Family Life training is supported by 

SIM Malawi project #MW96654 HOPE for AIDS Prevention 

Programme 

Children’s co-ordinator: Revd 
Boniface Milanzi, AEC National 

Children’s Co-ordinator, leading a 
session 
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relationship within marriage. 

“The programme was designed mainly 

looking at the problems of HIV we 

have in Malawi and at how many 

families have been affected through 

the loss of parents, leaving many 

children as orphans,” said Revd 

Chamambala. 

“This programme has come in to 

bring awareness to the families of HIV 

and AIDS and to see how best they 

can protect themselves from 

cont rac t ing  the v i rus .  Th i s 

programme also aims at making sure 

that when the family gets an 

understanding of how God intended a 

marriage to be, that means that they 

will be faithful to each other and, in 

the course of being faithful to each 

other, they will protect each other 

from contracting the HIV and AIDS.” 

The course has been rolled out in the 

Northern Region of the country as 

well as with Area Councils in 

Lilongwe, Blantyre, Bangula and 

Nsanje. Local churches nominate 

couples who are seen in the 

congregations as ‘exemplars’ in terms 

of Christian marriage. They are then 

invited to join the week-long training 

within their Area Council. 

The training is more than just giving 

these couples more information 

about how to live a godly life. A 

significant element of the programme 

is to train them how to be 

counsellors who can be used back in 

their home congregations. 

“Over the week, we look at a 

number of topics, such as the 

foundation of marriage as God 

intended. So, we take the participants 

The team: Delegates and leaders who took part in the week-long training 

Prayer Points 
 

Please pray for: 
The participants, that they take the training seriously and put it                     

into practice, and for wisdom on how they share the information and             
the skills that they have learned 

 
The facilitators, that they continue to do the great work they have started. 

Pray for strength for them and wisdom to cope with the nature of                      
the training. We have Pastor Milanzi taking some sessions, the       

Khanyanga family, Revd Chamambala and sometimes we use other       
people as well 

 
The AEC, that they keep on encouraging the counsellors to do their          
work and, hopefully, we will have a Church that is strong, because                 

this occurs when families are strong and marriages are strong 
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through how God started marriage in 

the beginning and how He intended it 

to be,” said Revd Chamambala. 

“We look also at the role of the 

husband and that of the wife, and how 

they relate to each other. Looking at 

the husband as the head just as Christ 

is the Head of the Church, so not 

looking down on the wife but making 

sure they are taking their roles as the 

Bible is teaching us.  

“Besides that, we also have some 

areas where we look at counselling; 

we expect these couples to be 

counsellors in their respective 

churches. They get to understand 

how to help new couples start their 

married life, so pre-marriage 

counselling is also part of that. We 

also look at areas of sexuality, making 

sure they don’t starve each other in 

their home, leading some into the 

temptation of looking at other men 

or women. So, there are a number of 

issues we tackle during these sessions 

relating to the marriage.” 

The training is carried out by four 

main facilitators, Revd Chamambala, 

Revd Boniface Milanzi, AEC’s 

Children’s Co-ordinator, and Lloyd 

and Rhoda Khanyanga from Family 

Life and AIDS Education in Malawi – 

FLAEM. Once the last few Area 

Counci l tra in ings have been 

completed, follow-up training will be 

carried out with those who went 

through the original programme. 

These will be both to see how the 

original participants have been able to 

make use of the training, and what 

benefit it has had on their local 

congregation and community. 

“We do not train people for them to 

just sit down and relax. This is for 

them to help their communities 

understand the crisis that we have in 

HIV and AIDS and to bring hope to 

them through these trainings. We 

would really love to see these couples 

d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e i r 

c o m m u n i t i e s , ”  s a i d  R e v d 

Chamambala. 

“We also hope and pray that the AEC 

will encourage the counsellors to do 

their work so we will have a Church 

that is strong, because when families 

are strong, marriages are strong, and 

we have a strong Church.” 

Women’s voices: Women’s voices were heard from both facilitators and delegates 




