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C reative projects in a daycare 

centre, visiting children with 

local volunteers, building 

capacity of local volunteers, Bible 

teaching, and games – just your 

average ten-day visit to a southern 

Malawian village for a group made 

up of Australians plus a New 

Zealander and one from Northern 

Ireland! 
The team, part of an annual 

programme for short-term workers 

with HOPE for AIDS, was based in 

Ngabu, a village about 120kms south 

of Blantyre. Living, according to one 

member, in ‘luxurious conditions’ 

compared to most Malawians – they 

had beds with mattresses and mosquito 

nets and flushing (albeit squat) toilets! 

The team was fully involved with the 

local volunteers in the HOPE for 

AIDS’ Orphan and Vulnerable 

Children (OVC) programme centered 

at the Africa Evangelical Church 

(AEC). 
Five of the team flew over from 

Australia specially for the two-week 

programme: they were joined by two 

SIM Malawi Short Term Associates, 

Karen Freeburn who has been working 

with HOPE for AIDS for almost a year 

and Stephen Trebilco. For the 

Australians it was an opportunity to 

come and see some of the work 
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A  new baby, an engagement, a 

multi-national group working 

with HIV/AIDS sufferers, 800 young 

people in a youth camp, the mass 

training of pastors to train lay 

leaders and then faces full of flour, 

and what do you have? 
The answer is: a picture of some of the 

things that have gone on in the last 

couple of months in the life and work 

of SIM Malawi, stories that are in this, 

the second issue of Malawi Amoto! 
As you may realise, life is far from 

dull and we hope you will enjoy 

finding out more of what SIM Malawi 

is doing in these pages; please get in 

touch with us as well. 
For more information about Malawi 

Amoto or story ideas, please contact 

The Editor, Ian Farrimond, at 

malawi.communications@sim.org 

Leaders and children enjoying some fun and games at Ngabu 



S o far this year, more than 

1,000 young people have 

been through two youth 

camps organised by SIM Malawi 

and the Africa Evangelical 

Church (AEC), with more to 

add as a third camp is planned 

for December. 
In April, Nanjoka in the Central 

Region of Malawi was host to over 

200 young people, and in August 

more than 800 young people 

attended the camp at 

Chiphwembwe in the Southern 

Region. December will see the 

final camp for this year at Mzuzu 

in the Northern Region. 
Each camp follows the same title 

and a similar mix of ‘small 

groups’ – up to 40 in a group in 

Chiphwembwe – and full-group 

Bible studies as well as fun times 

and games and sports. The format 

helps the organisers ensure that 

there is a consistent quality across 

all of the camps. 
And this approach is certainly 

working this year, as feedback 

from the young people is that they 

want next year’s events to be even 

longer than the three or so days of 

each of this year’s! 
“It is encouraging that the youth 

who come to the camps wants 

even more next year!” said Peter 

Ong, SIM Malawi’s Youth 

Ministry Co-ordinator. 
The term ‘Youth Camp’ can be 

something of a misnomer in 

Malawi as people are deemed to 

be ‘youth’ until they marry! This 

means that such an event can 

attract ‘youth’ who are young as 

12 and as old as mid to late 20s, a 

nightmare for the organisers. 
Each day starts at around 4.30 to 5 

a.m. with baths, in temporary 

bathrooms built for the event to 

accommodate the numbers, and 

breakfast. Then it is small groups 

for discussion on the theme of a 

previous talk, two main teaching 

sessions and ‘Ministry Sessions’ 

which include practical things 

such as Sports Ministry and Youth 

Choir Discipleship Group. 
After lunch, and at the request of 

the participants, there are a 

number of practical sessions which 

include discussions about such 

diverse topics as HIV/AIDS, 

gospel-centered boy/girl 

relationships, and education and 

career development. All of these 

sessions are taken by specialist 

facilitators who have been 

engaged for this work. 
But there is also time for fun and 

for sports. Under the watchful eye 

of one of the leaders, Pastor 

Fostance Motolo from SIM 

Malawi’s partner organisation 

Sports Friends, football and 

netball are available on some 

afternoons, with groups competing 

against each other for team points. 

And there is a talent night, again 

with points for the teams. 
But perhaps the lasting legacy for 

the participants, and for the AEC, 

is that, especially at the 

Chiphwembwe camp, many young 

people have committed or re-
committed their lives to the Lord. 

The AEC’s National Youth Co-
ordinator, Pastor Chisoni Bridge, 

made a call for commitment after 

one of his talks at the 

Chiphwembwe camp, and the 

response was almost 

overwhelming. Everyone involved 

with the camp would value 

people’s prayers for these young 

people as they go forward in life. 
 
 To offer support to this initiative 

please quote by project number 

‘96658 AEC Youth Department’ 
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Peter Ong speaking to the 

Chiphwembwe  camp 

Young people responding to a talk by Pastor Chisoni Bridge 
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involved with HIV/AIDS ministry, 

roll up their sleeves and work 

alongside the Malawian volunteers 

as they cared for vulnerable 

children in their community, then 

return to Australia to share their 

experiences with their churches, 

friends and the wider community. 
At Ngabu, HOPE for AIDS has 

about 80 children in its OVC 

daycare programme, and has a 

team of 20 volunteers and teachers 

visiting the homes of vulnerable 

children in the wider community 

and working in the daycare centre 

next to the church.  
Each day, Monday to Friday, the 

team started in the daycare centre 

with Bible stories, games, crafts 

and songs. It was as much about 

learning, especially new Chichewa 

songs, as it was about teaching. In 

the afternoon the group was split 

up, one half going with volunteers 

and Gerald Chisale, HOPE for 

AIDS’ OVC Co-ordinator, to visit 

specifically identified vulnerable 

children, who have lost one or 

more parent, and their families or 

caregivers. 
Some of these children are being 

sponsored by HOPE for AIDS to 

go to Secondary School, others are 

at various stages of primary 

school. The goal of the OVC 

volunteers is to visit each child 

once a week to see how they are 

getting on, to share a Bible story, 

and pray for the children and their 

needs. 
“It has really hit home just how 

important education is and how 

much I have taken it for granted,” 

said Karen Freeburn. 
“During our time here we visited 

one of the primary schools. One of 

the Australians in the team was a 

primary school teacher and so she 

prepared and delivered a lesson. 

We worked with Standard 7 kids 

and after we had told them the 

story we got them to draw a 

picture from what they had 

learned. It amazed me to see how 

much effort and concentration the 

kids put into drawing their 

pictures.” 
The other half of the group stayed 

at the daycare centre and made 

educational toys from materials 

easily accessible from the local 

area. The idea was to show the 

volunteers creative ways to 

provide new toys and teaching 

resources. The hope is that having 

seen this done, they will continue 

to make such toys for use by the 

children. 
One of the major outcomes of the 

OVC work in Ngabu witnessed by 

the multi-national team was the 

hope that so many of the people 

who are being helped displayed: 

children who want to better 

themselves through education and 

volunteers who want to help 

families as much as possible. 
“The importance of hope was one 

thing I will take away from this 

visit,” said Stephen Trebilco. 
“Hope seems to spring up for 

people when someone takes an 

interest in them and in what they 

are doing. All of the volunteers 

showed that interest in people, and 

the results are there to see. It is an 

amazing testimony to the work 

HOPE for AIDS is doing, not just 

here in Ngabu but across Malawi, 

and it proves that HOPE for AIDS 

is very well named!” 
 
 
 
 
  
To offer support to this initiative 

please quote by project number 

‘96255 HOPE for AIDS Malawi 

Orphan Care’ 

Multi-national team sees hope in action 
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Your support welcome 
 

If you would like to support any of the projects featured, please 
visit the website of your nearest SIM Sending Office, click on the 

‘donate’ section and quote the project number: 
 

Australia: sim.org.au - Canada: sim.ca 
New Zealand:  sim.org.nz  - South Africa: sim.org.za 

United Kingdom: sim.co.uk - United States: simusa.org 
 

SIM Malawi, PO Box136, Blantyre, Malawi  
Email: sim.malawi@sim.org Working with the children at Ngabu 



I n the first issue of Malawi 

Amoto we reported how 

SIM Malawi has been 

involved with the development 

of a Lay-Leadership Training 

programme with its partner, 

Africa Evangelical Church 

(AEC). At that time, pilot 

schemes were in operation to 

test the material, but now a 

church-wide programme has 

been launched. 
Each year the AEC holds its 

Annual Church Council (ACC), 

and this year’s event was held in 

the south of country. Seeing this as 

a good opportunity, two additional 

training events were held for AEC 

Pastors and Evangelists; one on 

Church Planting and one on Lay-
Leadership Training. 
In all, 35 Pastors and Evangelists 

took part in an intensive three-day 

course where they were trained 

and will now take what they have 

learned back to their churches to 

train their lay-leaders.   
The general feeling coming out of 

the earlier pilot is that the material 

has been well received and is 

proving useful to the local 

churches. One of the pastors who 

has completed the pilot programe, 

Pastor Elard Tsirizani, from 

Mwadzama in the Lakeshore 

region, said: “It really helps the 

work of the Lord to move forward. 

It also helps the leaders (elders, 

deacons and deaconesses) to have 

knowledge about their 

responsibilities. I can see that 

people have changed a lot and they 

are now faithful in their ministry.” 
Pastor Tsirizani also picked out 

some specific areas of the training 

which he found helpful: “Two 

books especially are very helpful – 

the one on salvation and the one 

on hermeneutics.  The leaders did 

not know the full story of salvation 

– but now they have been helped a 

lot.” 
The training is going ahead despite 

challenges being faced, as SIM 

Malawi’s Ruth Guinness, one of 

the Task Force which developed 

the programme, explained:  “Time 

is one of the big challenges which 

people face when it comes to the 

training. In the urban churches 

there is time pressure because of 

being on committees. In the rural 

areas there are the demands of 

farming and, also, evening 

meetings are not possible because 

it is dark by 6pm and women, 

especially, do not go out at night 

on their own.” 
So what happens now that this 

new cadre of pastors and 

evangelists has been trained? SIM 

Malawi’s Steven Wheatley, also a 

member of the Task Force, takes 

up the story: “The hope now is 

that the pastors who were trained 
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Stephen Wheatley working with pastors at the Lay-Leadership Training event 
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Evangelist Boniface Millanzie (left) and Pastor Elard Tsirizani 
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called them together and said, 

“You know that those who are 

regarded as rulers of the Gentiles 

lord it over them, and their high 

officials exercise authority over 

them. Not so with you. Instead, 

whoever wants to become great 

among you must be your servant, 

and whoever wants to be first must 

be slave of all.’ 
Joel challenged our view of 

leadership and how, unlike James 

and John, we would never be so 

presumptuous as to make such a 

request because, after all, they just 

wanted to be or to feel significant! 

He took us through the 

disobedience of the people of 

Israel demanding a king to lead 

them, against God’s will, and the 

cowardice of Saul. He showed us 

the humility of Moses, and we 

looked at the kind of joy and peace 

that only God can give. 
But he was not talking ‘at’ us all 

of the time. He gave up two half-
hour sessions on separate days to 

allow time for ‘mini-retreats’ or 

guided Bible study. For many 

people these times alone with God 

in a busy schedule – life and SLC 

– were two of the highlights of the 

week. 
But SLC is not just about Bible 

teaching; it is about having fun, 

playing sports and games and also 

bringing otherwise unheralded 

talent out in the Talent Night! So 

there was time for getting a face 

full of flour on Family Fun Day, 

for drama and dance on Talent 

Night and also for chilling and 

chatting with friends and 

colleagues in the Common Room 

or over a cup of coffee or tea 

during break times.  

E very July SIM 

missionaries leave their 

homes and ministries to 

decamp to the Kamuzu 

Academy, two hours north of 

Lilongwe. What is the cause of 

this strange behaviour? The 

Annual Spiritual Life 

Conference (SLC)! 
SLC gives everyone in the field 

the opportunity to take a week out, 

to enjoy challenging Bible 

teaching and meeting up with 

colleagues in a more relaxed 

atmosphere, and to catch up with 

what is going on around Malawi. 

This year was no exception. 
The Bible teaching was led by Joel 

Grey, Country Director SIM 

Burkina Faso, who gave up a 

week’s holiday in the USA to be 

with us. He took as his title ‘Not 

so with you – leading the Jesus 

way’ and walked us through 

different examples of Biblical 

leadership – some good and some 

not so good. 
The title of his series of talks came 

from Mark 10:42-44 and the 

words Jesus gave to His disciples 

after James and John had asked to 

sit at His right and His left: ‘Jesus 

‘Not so with you - leading the Jesus way’ 
Spiritual Life Conference 2013 

Photographs: (Top) The SIM Malawi 

team and (Right) Getting a face full of 

flour on Family Sport’s Day! 



to Luke and Becca Voight on the birth of Ezekiel Robert 

on 20 August weighing in at 8lb 8oz. Luke and Becca, 

and daughter Lyzee, are currently in the USA but should 

be back with us in Malawi to continue their Sports 

Friends Ministry in October - this time as full members! 

to Stacie Kott and Benjamin Prol who announced their 

engagement on 19 August. Stacie worked as a Short 

Term Associate for SIM Malawi in Blantyre for eight 

months in 2012-2013. 

Congratulations  

in this event will go back to their 

home areas and train their lay-
leaders. Most, if not all, of the pastors 

have more than one church under 

their charge and so an individual 

pastor, depending on the number of 

churches he has, could have as many 

as 100 or more lay-leaders to train! 

So this is going to be an on-going 

process for a while to come, and we 

shall be monitoring the situation to 

ensure that the pastors follow through 

with the training.” 
Evangelist Boniface Millanzie, at 

Muona on the East Bank of the 

Lower Shire, graduated from the 

Evangelical Bible College of Malawi 

this year. He was part of the training 

scheme just held and he welcomes 

the course and its aims.  
“It is a good development and it is 

definitely something that is really 

exciting. The church will benefit in at 

least three ways: the ones who are 

taught will have enough knowledge 

in each of the areas covered by the 

teaching, their spiritual lives will 

benefit and grow, and the work of the 

pastor will become easier.  Now a 

pastor has many churches so he will 

be helped when the elders can preach 

with knowledge,” he said. 
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Pastors hard at work in the training session 


