
 

Nsanje leader sees work 
prosper as 12 make decisions 
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S ports Friends had a good start 

to the New Year when news 

came through that 12 young 

people who had come under its work 

in Nsanje had made the decision to 

follow Christ. 

For Sports Friends’ 

leader, Samu Jack 

(pictured), this was the 

culmination of some 

determined work with the 

local church. 
Reporting on a visit to 

Nsanje, Sports Friends’ 

Fostance Mtolo takes up 

the story: 
One of our leaders from 

Nsanje is named Samu 

Jack. He was one that we 

met with in September 

and he said, “My church 

does not support me in 

this and I can’t even get a 

ball. Should I just give 

up?” We tried to 

encourage him but really 

did not think he would 

continue in the ministry. 

But God had other plans. 
Soon after our meeting in September, 

Samu finally won the support of his 

church leadership and he began by 

W elcome to ‘Malawi Amoto’, a 

new-look e-magazine that 

will be produced six times a year by 

SIM Malawi. 
The idea is to give everyone in SIM 

Malawi, their supporters, sending 

offices and others an overview of what 

is going on in the SIM Malawi world.  
Each issue will lead on one of the Five 

Ministry Foci - Pursue the Unreached, 

Build the Church, Reach Children and 

Youth, Impact the HIV/AIDS Crisis, 

Advance Mission - but other foci will 

also be featured. We also want to have 

a regular slot looking at life in Malawi 

through the eyes of our young people. 
For more information about Malawi 

Amoto or story ideas please contact 

The Editor, Ian Farrimond at 

malawi.communications@sim.org 

Continued on page 3 

Your support welcome 
 

If you would like to support any of the projects featured please visit 
the website of your nearest SIM Sending Office and click on the 

‘donate’ section and quote the project number: 
 

Australia: sim.org.au Canada: sim.ca 
New Zealand:  sim.org.nz  South Africa: sim.org.za 

United Kingdom: sim.co.uk United States: simusa.org 
 

SIM Malawi, PO Box136, Blantyre, Malawi Email: sim.malawi@sim.org 



O ne of the most  

encouraging outcomes 

from this year’s 

Pastors’ Book Set Conference 

(PBS) was a resolution to have a 

follow- up meeting to discuss 

how the Church in Malawi can 

take forward the lessons learned 

from the conference. 
This meant that on 24 May a 

group of around 50 pastors from 

all over the country and from a 

number of different denominations 

met in Lilongwe to discuss 

matters. As a result, a new 

Missions Task Force has been set 

up to look at how Malawi could, 

potentially become a missionary-
sending country.  
SIM Malawi Country Director 

Hans Jörg-Richter said: “lt was 

very encouraging for all involved 

in PBS to hear the delegates call 

for this follow-up meeting and 

then for so many to attend. The 

aim of this PBS was to get people 

to catch the vision for mission and 

get involved with the Great 

Commission' and we hope that 

through the teaching of our 

speakers at PBS, and now through 

the Task Group this will really 

start to happen across churches in 

Malawi.” 
The PBS itself, which ran from    

15-19 April at the Assemblies of 

God College Sheaffer Hall, proved 

to be a great success, with around 

750 delegates in attendance for the 

five days of teaching. 
Four keynote speakers – Joe 

Kapolyo from Zambia (Lead 

Minister, Edmonton Baptist 

Church, London, UK), Watson 

Rajratnam from Zambia (SIM 

Consultant on New initiatives in 

Zambia), Stephen Baba Panya 

from Nigeria (Director of the 

Evangelical Missionary Society) 

and Timothy Olonade, from 

Nigeria (former Executive 

Secretary of the Nigerian 

Evangelical Missions Association) 

– covered a wide range of topics 

but kept returning to the central 

theme of the Malawian Church 

being ready to get fully engaged in 

cross-cultural mission, especially 

such work outside of Malawi’s 

international borders. 

The conference was the 

culmination of several months’ 

hard work by a team of people 

who looked at a range of issues 

such as registration, acquisition of 

books, publicity, provision of food 

for the delegates, and so on. 

Throughout the preparation 

process and during the week itself, 

we felt the Hand of God on the 

conference. 
This was illustrated by the fact that 

one of the 18 books that made up 

the Book Set was sent from Kenya 

to Malawi by bus! The book had 

an exciting journey crossing a 

number of international borders 

but all of the boxes arrived safely 

in Blantyre in good condition and 

on time! 
Perhaps the last word on PBS 

2013 should go to one of the 

delegates who said: 
“It has been so challenging and 

impacting in my life. My eyes are 

now open and mission focused. We 

need more training in Malawi – 

many theological colleges are not 

mission focused,” Pastor 

Mordecai Banda, Truth Revival 

Church, Ntchea. 
 
 
 
 
 
To offer support to this initiative 

please quote project  number 
‘96558 Pastors’ Book Set Malawi’ 
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Follow-up meeting a big 
step forward from  
Pastors' Book Set 2013  
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Delegates did not want to miss anything at PBS 2013 

Joe Kapolyo opened PBS 2013 
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going out and meeting a few boys 

from his community on a 

consistent basis. Samu comes from 

a remote village called Chitsa in 

central Nsanje.  
Over the last few months, Samu 

Jack has been used by the Holy 

Spirit and is now seeing God at 

work in his football ministry. He 

continues to meet a few times each 

week with his team and every time 

he’s with them he coaches them in 

football, equips them in the Word 

of God and mentors them to love 

the Lord and seek the Kingdom 

first in all things. Now, because of 

his heart of love, many young 

people in Chitsa are coming to 

give their lives to Christ. Not only 

are they confessing Jesus as Lord 

but they are also joining the local 

body of believers. The church is 

expanding and the elders from his 

local church were there at the 

meeting to testify and praise God 

for this ministry. Samu Jack and 

the elders reported that 12 young 

people have surrendered their lives 

to Christ through this sports 

ministry. Wow! 
We understand that we should not 

focus too much on numbers but 

this is a reason to rejoice with our 

brother Samu because 12 

individuals who were previously 

lost are now found by Christ. 

Glory be to God! 
Will you join us in praising God 

for what He is doing in Nsanje 

through this Sports Friends 

Malawi ministry? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To offer support to this initiative 

please quote project number  
‘96754 Sports Friends Malawi’ 

Nsanje leader sees work prosper   
Continued from page 1 

children’s hands. 
I also saw a house and in the house 

there was a special pot that keeps 

water cold even when it is hot. The 

house was made a little bit of 

bricks and a little bit of mud and 

they mixed it together. It was a 

really dark house and there was 

only a little bit of space, it was a 

bit squashy. 
It rained during our trip and 

everything was muddy, even our 

shoes! 
 

T eaghan Ong’s Year 1 

class at St Andrew’s 

School in Blantyre has 

been learning a unit called 

‘There’s no place like home’. 

Part of that unit included a trip 

to a nearby local village. Here is 

what Teaghan had to say about 

it: 
I went to the village. It was fun 

and interesting. At the village, I 

saw a village school. When we 

arrived at the school, the teachers 

sang a welcome song to welcome 

us. They danced and it was fun to 

watch. 
The school only had one 

classroom. The door had a 

rainbow painted above it. The 

classroom was a little bit dark 

because there were no lights. At 

the end I got to shake the village 

Calling Young ‘SIMers’ 
Teaghan Ong (6) goes to a village school 

Calling all Young ‘SIMers’ 
Do you have a story to tell about your school or church or things you are doing in Malawi? 

Please get in touch with Ian: malawi.communications@sim.org 

Teaghan makes new friends at the village school 



I n common with many 

churches, especially in the 

West, the Africa 

Evangelical Church (AEC) is 

suffering from a lack of trained 

pastors. Currently the AEC has 

about 180 congregations across 

Malawi, but only about 50 

trained pastors. 
So to help overcome this 

deficiency, SIM Malawi has 

joined forces with its principal 

partner to come up with an 

innovative lay-leadership training 

scheme. 
At the 2010 Annual Church 

Fellowship Mission Meeting – 

which includes members of the 

AEC Executive Committee and 

SIM Malawi Field Council – and 

following research done by SIM 

Malawi Country Director Hans-
Jörg Richter, it was decided that a 

Task Force should be formed, 

made up of AEC and SIM Malawi 

personnel, to take forward the idea 

of developing lay-leadership 

training. 
Three SIM Malawi missionaries – 

Steven Wheatley, Ruth Guinness 

and Megumi Fazakerley – were 

appointed to work with pastors 

from the AEC to set up the Lay-
Leadership Training Task Force to 

look at the problems and develop 

solutions. 
“We realised it was important to 

work alongside the AEC because 

we felt they needed to have 

ownership of the training,” said 

Steven Wheatley who has many 

years’ experience in lay-leadership 

training. 
“The three of us were paired off 

with AEC pastors and we divided 

up the work so that each pair 

would be responsible for a 

different aspect of the programme. 

In all 12 areas were identified, and 

study material for each was 

developed. Also, the importance of 

working in this way meant that we 

could tailor the training more 

exactly to the needs of the AEC.” 
The development of the training 

materials was completed by the 

end of November 2012 and four 

AEC churches were identified to 

run a pilot programme to see how 

the materials worked in practice. 
“The four churches we selected – 

Chilomoni and Chirimba in 

Blantyre, Nsanje to the south of 

the country and Mwadzama on the 

shores of Lake Malawi – gave us a 

mix of rural and urban areas and 

also different sizes of churches,” 

said Megumi Fazakerley. 
“With this kind of spread we 

hoped we would be able to see 

how the material worked and then 

evaluate how things had gone at 

the end of the pilot programme.” 
The Christian Education 

Department of the AEC is keen to 

see more churches involved, even 

before the pilot is finished and 

evaluated. They want to see more 

leaders trained and to start rolling 

the programme out. 
So this new project is still in its 

infancy, but the desire is there to 

make it succeed, to see it become a 

requirement for any potential lay 

leader, and to improve the depth of 

biblical understanding in AEC 

congregations. 
“Our long-term prayer is that the 

training will result in good biblical 

teaching in the AEC, which is very 

much needed,” said Ruth 

Guinness. 
“We also hope that people will not 

just see it as a ‘box to tick’ and say 

“we have done that”, and move on. 

We hope that they will see the 

benefit of the training and that 

they will be better equipped to 

serve their congregations.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lay Leadership Training is also 

supported by PBS. To offer 

support to this initiative please 

quote project number ‘96558 

Pastors’ Book Set Malawi’ 
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SIM Malawi helps develop 
lay-leadership training 

The SIM Malawi/AEC Lay-Leadership Task Force in action 

Steven Wheatley with AEC Lay-Leaders in training 
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to take it on themselves under the 

watchful eye of HOPE for AIDS 

Home-Based Care Co-ordinator 

Thomas Fungulani. 
“We are pleased that the project 

will become self-sustaining and 

the ladies in Naotcha are interested 

to keep the project going even if 

Andrea and I pull back a little,” 

said Karen Freeburn. 
“It took a little longer than we 

thought to get to where we are 

today but there are signs that the 

ladies are getting used to the 

process and are starting to make a 

good-quality product on their own 

with minimal supervision from 

us.” 
But how did the soap become 

known as ‘Lucky Soap’? The 

name came from the ladies 

themselves as they said that they 

felt ‘lucky’ to have been chosen to 

make the soap and so the name 

stuck! They sell a block for around 

Malawian Kwacha 120* each and 

this is enough to make it attractive 

to would-be purchasers yet still 

gives them enough to make a 

profit and have money for 

themselves. 
*At the time of writing MK120 was 

roughly worth USD 0.37 or £0.24. 
 
 
To offer support to this initiative 

please quote by project number 

‘96253 HOPE for AIDS Malawi’ 

N aotcha is a township on 

the outskirts of Blantyre 

which has an area in 

which HOPE for AIDS has been 

working for some time. Indeed, 

HOPE for AIDS’ first Home-
Based Care project in Malawi 

was established in the township. 
Today it is the setting for an 

‘Income-Generating Scheme’ 

which is looking to help HIV/

AIDS sufferers produce a 

marketable product which they can 

sell to generate income for their 

families and also ‘profit; to be 

ploughed back into the project. 
The product in question is soap. 

From an unappetising start of 

around 7.5kgs of animal fat with 

cooking oil, caustic soda, water 

and Artemisia, oil the ladies 

involved with the project produce 

bars of good-quality soap which 

are then sold in the local area. 

Each batch of soap takes about 

four weeks from start of 

production to saleable product. 
“The women carry the burden to 

care for themselves and their 

children entirely alone,” said 

Andrea Richter.  
“They struggle on a daily basis to 

provide for their families and there 

is often no food in the home. In 

response to this great need the 

soap project was born and the four 

neediest women chosen.” 
The scheme it is coming to the 

point where the ladies will be able 

‘Lucky Soap’ brings HOPE for AIDS 
sufferers 

Karen (left) and Andrea with the ladies and Thomas  in Naotcha 

Malawi Amoto  
(Flames of Fire) 
 
When David Livingstone first saw what today is known as Lake Malawi he asked what the body of water 

was called. He was told ‘Nyasa’ which is ‘Lake’ in the Chiyao language; and so Nyasaland was born. 
 

When Malawi gained independence, the Lake again played a part in the naming of the new country. 

‘Malawi Amoto’ means ‘Flames of Fire’ which describes sunset over Lake Malawi; and so Malawi 

(Flames) was born.  
 

But for SIM Malawi ‘Malawi Amoto’ also has a significant meaning as we think of ‘Flames of Fire’ which 

the Disciples in the Upper Room experienced on that first Pentecost. Our prayer is that we will be full of 

God’s ‘malawi amoto’ as we do His work in this country. 


