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Vision 

SIM Malawi strives to play a role as catalyst in cooperation with likeminded churches and para-

church organizations, facilitating the further progress of an emerging mission movement out of 

Malawi. 

Background 

SIM and its predecessors in Malawi AEF and SAGM have a history of over 110 years of in-

country service. While the Malawian church developed over time a vision for ministry within 

Malawi's borders, the efforts to reach beyond its borders in obedience to the Great 

Commission are limited. Following a Pastors' Book Set Conference on Mission in Blantyre in 

June 2012 with 750 participants, the Malawian Body of Christ responded enthusiastically with a 

renewed commitment to get involved in the Great Commission (see separately uploaded 

missions communique). Another Mission PBS conference of similar size in the capital Lilongwe 

in April 2013 built on this enthusiasm, reaching an even wider church community. 

As SIM Malawi seeks to facilitate the further development, we will be for example organizing 

conferences and trainings of stakeholders, inviting experienced speakers and arranging short-

term trips and exchange or field visits to gather firsthand experience and insights with the aim 

to enlarge their horizon beyond Malawi and even beyond southern Africa. 

Progress 

1. Mission Kairos Training Expand to a New Region 

• After a good start of Kairos with the training of key leaders in February 2018 in 

Blantyre, we continued in May and June to build on that foundation.  

• Having the Kairos Regional Coordinator for West Africa, Rev. Daniel Appiah from 

Ghana, as Head Facilitator, a second training took place in Blantyre from 28th May to 

June 1st, 2018, with a group of 28 participants from 10 different denominations and 3 

ministries – all personally invited by graduates of the February training. 

• One emphasis of this training was to give some of the graduates of the February 

facilitators’ training the opportunity to practice their newly acquired skills with another 

group of participants.  

• We had approached five such graduates who accepted the invitation.  

• Besides considering their performance during the initial training, we intentionally 

selected them also from different churches or ministries.  

• In doing so, we intended to underline the interdenominational nature of Kairos and 

encourage future collaboration across denominational boundaries. 

• Furthermore, we purposefully invited an African Head Facilitator so that he can testify 
to the group of the “real” impact Kairos had in a “real” African context. 

• Both aspects had the desired effect – even beyond our expectations! In his unique 

West-African style, Daniel was an excellent coach for our first-time facilitators and a 

vibrant witness and fountain of stories of what God has done through Kairos in Ghana 

and other countries! 

 

2. Mission Kairos Facilitator Training 

• Back-to-back to this training, we organized our first Kairos course and facilitator training 

in the capital Lilongwe, in the central region of Malawi. 



• This follows the strategic expansion consideration to reach all geographical regions with 

the Kairos trainings in order to have pools of facilitators in each part of the country 

which will ease the organization of new courses and help to reduce travel costs in the 

future. 

• The course in Lilongwe took place 4th to 8th June, 2018, with a smaller group. 

•  We had 17 participants of which 15 attended the facilitator training on 9th June. 

However, only 2 churches were represented with 2 persons, meaning we still reached 

15 different denominations – more than in Blantyre! 

• This time we had two enthusiastic Head Facilitators (HFs) from South Africa of Indian 

background.  

• They, too, connected very well with the group and spurred on three facilitators 

(different ones, but again graduates of the February training) to their best performance 

during the course. 

• Having two HFs also allowed us to run the usual facilitator training with one while the 

other one took on to train the first two Malawian facilitators as Head Facilitators, 

Hastings Phale and Reuben Kachala.  

• For the time being, they will still need to gain practice in leading Kairos courses under 

the supervision of an experienced HF coming from outside of Malawi, but this is a very 

promising and necessary development in order to progress with Kairos in Malawi. 

• We certainly trust and believe that we are on a dynamic journey in God’s footsteps as 

we mobilise the Malawian Body of Christ to actively participate in the Great 

Commission. May God guide and bless our efforts! 
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3. Malawi Mission Prayer Fellowship (MMPF) 

• It was encouraging to see Malawi Mission Prayer Fellowships functioning successfully in 

Mzuzu, Lilongwe and Blantyre.  

• Watson, Rev Paul Mawaya (Chairman, Malawi Mission Initiative) and SIM Malawi’s 

second missionary candidate Francis Kuntenga visited Mzuzu and Lilongwe to motivate 

the members of MMPF in September 

• As part of our attempt to extend our efforts to create mission awareness among more 

Malawian Churches, Watson, along with the chairman of Malawi Mission Initiative (MMI) 

visited Liwonde and challenged the members of the Pastors’ Fraternal there.  

• Liwonde MMPF was launched successfully in September 2018 

 

4. Mission Workshop 

• The Lord abundantly blessed the session on “Challenges in Mission to our cousins”  

during the Mthengo Wabwino indepth course in Mzuzu.  

• Around 30 key leaders from different denominations attended the session.  

• Leaders were encouraged to look at the challenges in Mission as opportunities to reach 

the lost. 

 

5. Mission Motivation 

• For the first time the Evangelical Baptist Church of Malawi invited us to preach on 

Missions to its 150 pastors and their wives during its yearly mission conference held in 

Liwonde.  

• One of their fellow pastors, Hussein Zuze, was introduced as a mission candidate to the 

delegates  

• SIM Malawi (Personnel Committee) is currently processing the application of Hussein 

Zuze for cross border missions.  
 

6. Mission Forward  

• The Makutcha family are now settling into their new life in Moazambique as SIM 

missionaries involved in evangelism and church planting, but currently learning language 

and culture for ministry among the Portuguese/Yao speaking people of northern 

Mozambique. The project supports their ministry activities as well as being the channel 

for support form their church for their day-to-day living 

• Our 2nd missionary candidate, Francis Kuntenga, will participate in an exposure visit to 

work alongside an SIM Malawi missionary in the Yao area of Malawi 

• Mission vision trips are being arranged, for example a team of Malawi Mission    Prayer 

Fellowship members are being equipped to go on a week-long short term   mission trip 

to Nampula province in Mozambique. 

• 2018 has been a year to celebrate on many levels but now, as we come to the end of   

it, we need to be preparing for 2019.   

• In 2019 we hope to be able to run at least four KAIROS courses.  

• To achieve the ambitious goals we have for 2019, we are going to need an extra level of 

support.   

• We are praying that people be inspired by God through prayer to come on board with 

us to see our hopes and aspirations met 

 

Story – “God Provides“ 

As the Makhutcha family has stepped out in faith in going to Mozambique to serve the Yao 

people alongside other SIM missionaries, they have left 4 of their 5 children in Malawi. 

They were originally planning on taking 3 of their children with them but the 3rd & 4th 

children, both girls, received places at a boarding school in Malawi. 



The oldest daughter, Hannah, had completed her secondary schooling and was hoping to study 

nursing through the Nkhoma (Mission Hospital) School of Nursing. But the costs of the training 

were prohibitive for the Makhutcha family, but they stepped out in faith and Hannah not only 

applied but was successful in being granted a place with a part scholarship from the gov’t. This 

helped defray the costs to a large extent but it was by no means certain whether the gov’t 

would come forward with the money and in the meantime the Makhutcha family sought 

assistance from other friends and family for her to commence the course of study. SIM has 

since been able to provide a scholarship to cover the remaining fees through the Ellen Hockley 

Foundation, which was established precisely for young women like Hannah, young African 

believers, who wanted to study in a medical discipline and who are willing to put their training 

into practice to serve the church. Hannah intends to ultimately work in one of the 2 health 

centres run by the AEC, which  were established in the early 20th century by Sth Africa 

General Mission (forerunner to SIM in Malawi). 

The Makhutcha family are blessed to know that God has honoured their commitment to him, 

and that through the bequest of missionary nurse long ago, their own daughter is able to fulfill 

her dreams. 

Prayer Requests 

• Praise for the Mkahutcha family settling in to Mozambique and for God’s 

provision for their children 

• Praise for the Malawian facilitators, stepping up to help lead Kairos courses. 

• Pray for plans to run more Kairos training courses next year – pray for the 

finances to enable this to happen 

• For the new Malawi Mission Prayer Fellowships in Liwonde and Mulanje 

• Preparations for the proposed short term mission trip to Tanzania 

• Give thanks for the short term mission trip to Mozambique (which has now 

taken place, and also for Francis Kuntenga’s mission exposure trip  


