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T wo days of celebrations 
were held over the 
weekend of 21 and 22 

July 2018 in Blantyre to mark 
the 125th Anniversary of SIM. 
On Saturday 21 July around 100 
pastors, missionaries and 
mission partners from across 
Malawi attended a full day event 
at the Serendib Conference 
Centre, while on Sunday 22 July 
pastors and lay leaders from the 
Africa Evangelical Church 
(AEC) – SIM Malawi’s partner 
church - joined SIM Malawi 
m i s s i o n a r i e s  a n d  t h e 
congregation of AEC Chilomoni 
for a service to commemorate 
this milestone. 
Over the weekend Dr Bogunjoko 
told guests that while we were 
celebrating 125 years of SIM, a 
number of the organisations that 

make up SIM today are, in fact, older 
than that figure. But that it was 125 
years since three young men, 
Thomas Kent, Walter Gowans and 
Roland Bingham. from North 
America first set foot in Nigeria to 
set up the Soudan Interior Mission. 
He spoke of their determination and 
courage in the face of many obstacles 
to their getting to Africa. Mission 
Agencies in the USA and England had 
rejected their applications to join 
them because they felt what they 
wanted to do was too dangerous, 
too expensive and had little chance 

of success. So, compelled by the love 
of Christ (the headline for this year 
of celebration) they set up their own 
organisation and came to Africa. 
Even when they arrived in Nigeria, a 
senior Methodist missionary tried to 
put them off by saying it would take 
at least three generations – their 
children’s children – before anyone 
had any hope of going into the 
Soudan and win souls for Christ. 
Despite all of these setbacks and 
barriers which had to be overcome 
they persevered with their mission. 
But still it was not without cost. 

Key Speakers:  Dr Bogunjoko (left) and Mike Hammond (third left) with the speakers from SIM Malawi who introduced the five Focus Areas 
Top picture: Headline:  One of the hand-painted banners produced by SIM Malawi for the event weekend 

Cover picture:  Traditional greetings on leaving church after the 125th Anniversary service at AEC Chilomoni 

Compelled by the love of  Christ 

As part of the world-wide celebrations for the 125th 
Anniversary of the founding of SIM, SIM Malawi held a 

weekend of events to mark this milestone. Dr Joshua 
Bogunjoko, SIM’s International Director, was the special 

guest for the events. 
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Bingham, Gowans and Kent arrived 
ini Nigeria in 1893 but it was not 
until 1901 that the first convert to 
Christianity was baptised, Indeed 
the history of SIM shows that in the 
first seven years of SIM’s life, there 

were more missionary graves than 
baptised believers associated with 
the mission. 
“There were two things in the lives 

of these three young men that could 
not be conquered,” Dr Bogunjoko 

said. 
“Two things in their lives no barrier 

could stop. 
“One was their love for Jesus. The 

other was their love for dying souls.   
“They had given themselves to Jesus 

for the dying souls across the 
African region in which they wanted 
to work. Nothing was going to stop 
them. They were compelled by a 
barrier crossing love.” 
In addition to Dr Bogunjoko’s talks 

on the Saturday, SIM Malawi 
missionaries and partners in the 
work outlined how the host 
organisation was working in five key 
ministry areas: Pursue the 
Unreached, Build the Church, Reach 
Children and Youth, Impact the 
HIV/AIDS Crisis and Advance 
Mission.  
T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  v i d e o 
presentations looking at SIM at 125, 
SIM in Africa and reflections of 
some SIM Malawi missionaries who 
had been serving here for more 
than ten years looking at their work 
and how things had changed in the 
country over their time here. 
At the Sunday service, Dr 
Bogunjoko returned to the idea of 
overcoming barriers when he spoke 
from 2 Corinthians 5:1-21 under 
the title of ‘Compelled by a barrier 

crossing love.” He reiterated the 

story of SIM’s three Pioneers and 

the trials and tribulations they faced 
to bring the Good News of Christ 
to an area of Africa which they 
hoped would spread from Senegal 
to Ethiopia. It took great 
determination to set up the mission, 
Kent and Gowans died of fever 
within a year of arriving and the 
third Pioneer, Bingham, had to 
return to Canada three times 
suffering from fever before, on his 
fourth attempt he, and a group of 
f e l low  m is s ionar i e s  f i n a l l y 

established a base in the interior of 
the country. 
Today, from that difficult beginning, 
SIM now serves in over 70 
countries and has over 4,000 
workers. 
The Chilomoni congregation also 
heard from SIM Malawi Country 
Director, Mike Hammond and the 
Deputy General Secretary of the 
AEC, Revd Christopher Mwalweni 
about the partnership that has built 
up over 100 years between the two 
organisations, 
Mike outlined how the first group of 
missionaries who arrived with South 
Africa General Mission started to 
gather a group of believers around 
them and how this group of 
believers were to founders of what 
today is the Africa Evangelical 
Church. 
He spoke about how the early 
missionaries worked in healthcare, 
mentioning the Chididi and Lulwe 
Clinics which are still run by the 
church to this day. They moved into 
education opening a number of 
primary schools and a School for 
the Blind, all in the Lower Shire 
area. 
After Malawi gained Independence 
in 1964, the church and mission 
were registered as the Africa 
Evangelical Church and the Africa 
Evangelical Felowship respectively 
and both were founder members of 
the Evangelical Association of 
Malawi. It was not until 2002 that 

SIM was registered in Malawi after it 
took over the work of AEF a few 
years earlier. 
“By this time SIM and AEC were 

working together in areas of church 
planting, youth ministry, children’s 

ministry, discipleship, Bible college 
training, health care and Chichewa 
Christian literature development.  
“At that time, the mission and the 

church recognised the need for a 
combined response to the growing 
concern because of the spread of 
HIV & AIDS. HOPE for AIDS was 
born and together we commenced 
ministry to those affected by HIV. 
“This is still true to this day, 

supplemented by trainings in Muslim 
ministry, sports ministry and 
mobilising the church for mission, 
and the church remains the major 
partner for the ministry of SIM in 
Malawi,” he said. 
 

Short films shown at the events 
celebrating SIM@125, SIM in Africa and 

Memories of SIM Malawi, AEF and 
SAGM missionaries are available at 
http://www.simmalawi.org/media-

gallery/movies/sim-at-125/ 
 

Podcasts of Dr Bogunjoko’s keynote 

talks and his Sunday sermon can be 
heard at  http://www.simmalawi.org/

media/ 
 

A PDF of the 125th Anniversary 
Souvenir Brochure can be found at 
http://www.simmalawi.org/malawi-

amoto-emagazine/sim-125th-
anniversary/ 

Prayer for the Church: Mike Hammond and Joshua Bogunjoko praying for 
the AEC at the Chilomoni Service 
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N ot many leaders of an 
organisation celebrating 
125 years of work and 

service would use the phrase 
“Our purpose is not to outline 
the achievements of SIM as SIM 
has achieved nothing!” But Dr 
Joshua Bogunjoko did use that 
phrase at the celebration event in 
Blantyre to mark 125 years of 
SIM. 
He did then go on to clarify that SIM 
has achieved nothing because “The 
Lord has achieved everything!”  
He also said that while SIM was 
celebrating 125 years this year, some 
of the organisations which make up 
the modern SIM ‘family’ have been in 
existence for longer. 
 “This year is a convenient point for us 
in SIM to celebrate 125 years,” he said. 
“But Middle East Christian Outreach 
[the newest member of the SIM 
family] was founded in 1860, South 
Africa General Mission in 1889. In 
addition, Andes Evangelical Mission, 
Indian Village Mission and Pune Village 
Mission, all like SIM, were founded in 
1893 so today we are celebrating the 
work of multiple mission organisations 
around the world which make up 
SIM.” 
But under all of the celebrations for 
organisations, he spoke of celebrating 
the work the Lord has done, and is 
still doing, in calling people who were 
lost to His kingdom and then 
equipping them to go as save those 
that are still lost.  
The first two parables in Luke 15 (the 
Sheep and the Coin) show people who 
will stop at nothing to find what is lost 
and then rejoice when what is lost is 
found. 
But the parable of the Lost Son is 
different because while something, or 
someone in this case, is lost, no one is 
looking for him. It takes a change of 
heart on the part of the younger son 
to turn the story around. But it also 
illustrates how BOTH sons were lost 
to the father in different ways. 

He asked us to compare the attitudes 
of the two sets of people to whom 
Jesus was speaking. On the one hand 
are the ‘Outsiders’ – the tax 
collectors and ‘sinners’; while on the 
other hand were the ‘Insiders’ – the 
religious leaders, the Scribes and the 
Pharisees. The former group was 
listening to Jesus while the latter was 
complaining about Him mixing with 
‘sinners’. 
“God desires that the sinners and tax 
collectors come to know and enjoy 
Him” he said.  
“Someone, like the shepherd and the 
woman, ought to seek for them, ought 
to search until found, ought to be 
inviting them back to the father’s 
house. But who among the self-
righteous religious leaders will do 
that? 
“In the Old Testament, God clearly 
told the people of Israel that through 
them the Light of His truth will shine 
upon the gentiles. He said:  "I am the 
LORD, I have called You in 
righteousness, I will also hold You by 
the hand and watch over You, And I 
will appoint You as a covenant to the 
people, As a light to the nations, To 
open blind eyes, To bring out 
prisoners from the dungeon And 
those who dwell in darkness from the 
prison. (Isa 42:6-7).” 
He then turned his attention to the 
two sons in the parable and looked at 
them in the light of the people to 
whom He was telling the parable. 
“Just as this [older] son was totally lost 
to the Father’s heart, so were the 
Pharisees and Scribes lost to the loving 
and seeking heart of God,” he said. 

“One son was lost to the Father’s 
house; the other was lost to the 
father’s heart. 
“One departed from the Father’s 
presence, the other departed from the 
father’s longings. 
“One needed restoration from his 
own folly, the other needed 
redemption from his own works. 
“One recognizes his emptiness; the 
other sees the father owing him 
something instead of being owner of 
everything the Father has to offer.  
“One returned seeking forgiveness 
and mercy based on grace, the other 
wanted deserved compensation based 
on works.” 
With these words in mind, he threw 
out a challenge to all of the church 
leaders and missionaries who were 
attending the meeting asking them 
where they were in this story. 
“Think of those who were being 
complained about and those who Jesus 
was addressing,” he challenged  
“He was addressing the religious 
crowd, those who “get it”. He was 
addressing people like us. 
“Are we lost to the Father’s heart? Do 
we truly have a heart for the Father? 
This is the only part of this parable 
with no one to search diligently or to 
seek until found. Who was to do that, 
the father or the older brother? 
“Are we an older brother who feel we 
have, and are doing, enough already?  
“All we deserve is the Father’s favour 
and commendation. Could He still be 
saying to us: there is a son, or a 
daughter. out there lost? There is a 
crowd out there that would love to 
listen if anyone will tell them?  

Celebrating God’s heart for the 
nations 

Under the title of A father’s Heart for his lost sons – 
God’s Heart for the Nations, three familiar parables from 
Luke 15, the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin and the Lost Son

(s), formed the basis of Dr Bogunjoko’s first keynote 
address to the SIM 125th Anniversary event in Blantyre 

Continued on page 5 
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“There are still millions at risk of 
eternal separation from the Father. 
Who will seek them? The father still 
longs for them; His heart is still their 
return, no matter what state they are 
in. He needs us the older brothers 
and sisters in His house to go after 
that which is still lost.” 
Dr Bogunjoko closed this talk with a 
challenge from Dr David Livingstone 
who said: “If a commission from an 

earthly king is a privilege, how can a 
commission from the Heavenly King 
be a sacrifice?”  
“Are we connected with the mission 
heart of God? Is the fire of the 
Father’s longing for a lost world 
burning cold in our hearts?” he asked. 
“For more than 125 years, this fire 
has been burning in the hearts of men 
and women whom God has been 
calling and sending out through SIM.  

“Is God calling you? Is God calling 
your church?  
“Decide for yourself. Will you offer 
to seek the lost out of a heart of 
worship for a loving God?” 
 
 
 
Podcasts of Dr Bogunjoko’s keynote talks 
and his Sunday sermon can be heard at  

http://www.simmalawi.org/media/

I nterdenominational from 
the start ... Walter Gowans 
was a Presbyterian, as were 

George and Mary Allen (who 
worked in South America—see 
below). Thomas Kent was 
Congregational .  Rowland 
Bingham was a member of the 
Church of England, then joined 
the Salvation Army and later 
was ordained a Baptist minister. 
 In deciding the mission should be 
interdenominational SIM founder 
Rowland Bingham stated: “He is 
blind who does not recognise that in 
other denominations are some of 
the best saints that God and grace 

have made.” 
The Sudan Interior Mission began 
when three dedicated young men 
landed at Lagos, in what is now 
Nigeria. The oldest was only 25. But 
each man wanted to establish a 
Christian witness among the 60 
million people living and dying 

without Christ in subSaharan Africa - 
what was then known as the Soudan. 
Unable to interest established 
missions - most of which said 
reaching the Soudan was impossible - 
the three set out, following God 
alone. 
As was common in the nineteenth 

A Short history of  SIM  

Since 1893, SIM missionaries have travelled the world to 
fulfil the Great Commission. 

Continued from page 4 
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century, all three came down with 
malaria. Walter Gowans of Toronto, 
Canada, and Thomas Kent of Buffalo, 
New York, respectively died of 
dysentery and fever. The only person 
who went into the Soudan with 
Gowans and Kent and survived the 
journey was their Liberian ‘cook’ 

Tom Coffee. The third, English-born 
Rowland Bingham, returned to his 
home in Canada, still determined. 
Bingham made a second attempt to 
reach the Soudan, but once again 
came down with the fever and had to 
return home. Unable to return to 
Africa himself, Bingham sent out a 
third team. In 1902, the party 
successfully established a base 300 
miles inland. From this base, the work 
of SIM began in Africa.  
 
Trial to triumph – growing 
stronger 
In 1893, off the southern tip of India, 
the Ceylon and India General Mission 
(CIGM) began work among Ceylon's 
Singhalese Buddhists and Tamil 
Hindus. From that island the work 
begun by B. Davidson, D. Gardner, 
W. Mallis, and G. Wilson, all 

Englishmen, expanded into South 
India, later reaching across the 
subcontinent and eventually to the 
Philippines. 
Also in 1893, Charles Reeves and 
M.E. Gavin left their homes in 
Australia. A Eurasian Christian from 
Poona, India, had come to Australia in 
search of missionaries to work in his 
home area. Reeves and Gavin 
answered the challenge and set sail 
under the name Poona and Indian 
Village Mission (PIVM). 
In 1909 New Zealander George Allan 
landed in Bolivia to minister to the 
Quechua Indians. Allan's Bolivian 
Indian Mission grew in the years that 
followed to become the Andes 
Evangelical Mission (AEM). In 1968, 
CIGM and PIVM joined to become 
the International Christian Fellowship 
(ICF).  
In the 1980s, AEM, ICF, and SIM 
merged to become what was then 
known as SIM International. 
In 1998 Africa Evangelical Fellowship 
(AEF) merged with SIM—AEF had 
officially begun its work in Cape 
Town, South Africa, in 1889, as Cape 
General Mission which became 

known as the South Africa General 
Mission under the leadership of 
Andrew Murray, Martha Osborne, 
Spencer Walton, and George Howe. 
Starting from  urban South Africa, 
missionary efforts spread into many 
of the other countries and people 
groups of southern Africa. 
The most recent addition occurred in 
2016 when Middle East Christian 
Fellowship (MECO) joined hands with 
SIM. MECO was formed in 1976, as a 
result of mergers with the Lebanon 
Evangelical Mission established in 
1860, Middle East General Mission 
founded in 1898, and the Arabic 
Literature Mission founded in 1905. 
 
SIM Today 
SIM numbers close to 4,000 workers, 
drawn from more than 50 
denominations and 70 nationalities. 
SIM now serves in over 70 countries 
worldwide. 

Global reach:  Sports Friends is a modern SIM-wide partner which introduces young people to God’s Kingdom through sports ministry and 

Bible-based teaching. The national flags represent the teams the girls ‘played for’ at a netball camp in Malawi 
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T he passage from Matthew 
tells of a woman, a ‘sinner, 
who enters the house of a 

Pharisee, and breaks a jar of 
perfume to anoint Jesus. The 
perfume, we are told, cost about 
the same as a year’s wages. Costly 
worship indeed. But those others 
in the room only saw this as a 
waste of a valuable resource. 
Dr Bogunjoko spoke about how 
desperate this woman was to get to 
Jesus. How she entered a room of men 
eating dinner, uninvited, wept over Jesus 
feet and wiped her tears with her hair 
and then ‘anointed Him with the 
perfume. Her actions went against all of 
the social conventions of her time, but 
still was determined to break 
conventions to show this act of worship, 
He reiterated the story of the SIM 
Pioneers who came to Nigeria 125 
years ago only for two of them to die 
before they could start their work. 
He also spoke of five young men 
[with Operation Auca, an attempt 
to evangelize the Huaorani people] who, 
in 1956, went to Ecuador to reach out 
to the Auca Indians only to be speared 
to death almost as soon as they stepped 
off the aeroplane which took them to 
the remote area where they were to 
work. 
“Because of their obedience to the one 
who invited them to step out, 
compelled by His love to make Him 
known to people who had never heard 
of Him, they prayed, they sang, they 
prepared, they took gifts and stepped 
out in faith. And they were speared to 
death” he said. 
“Newspapers in the USA, when they 
picked up on the story of the five in 
Ecuador, had headlines that said “What 
a waste”. In Toronto when news 
reached there of Kent and Gowans 
death and Bingham’s illness newspapers 
had similar headlines.” 
He wondered if this is the case or 
whether what they offered was costly 
worship, worship which cost their lives. 
When we look at God’s programme 
and plan it may seem like a waste, 
certainly in human or worldly terms. But 

in Kingdom terms it was costly worship, 
125 years after their deaths, the lives of 
Kent  and Gowans,  and the 
determination of Bingham, are being 
celebrated around the world as the 
organisation they helped to found not 
only survives but works in over 70 
countries. Also the Indians in Ecuador 
have been reached and won for Christ.  
“If we serve a God of justice, we cannot 
ignore any context where Christ is not 
known nor any context of injustice and 
suffering as we engage in the course of 
His great commission and his great 
commandment. Christ did not ignore 
the dishonour that was the response to 
this woman’s costly worship,” he said. 
“In this narrative, Christ expressed an 
anticipation of the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth. We are called to His mission, 
the Mission of God; we are called to 
costly worship. The call to missions is a 
call to costly worship, the call to 
missions is a call to just worship, the call 
to missions is a call to the restoration of 
human relationship to God and to other 
people.  
“It is a call to the restoration of human 
honour and dignity as image bearers of 
God wherever we may be called and 
whatever the need may be that we are 
called to meet – and that is justice. 
Justice is both corrective and 
restorative.  
“This woman offered a costly worship 
and Jesus elevated her to a place of 
honour and dignity in the course of the 
Gospel and in the history of the church 
as the Gospel is proclaimed; a justice 
recompense for a misunderstood and 
misjudged worship.” 
He also warned that just as the SIM 
Pioneers or the five young men in 
Ecuador were misunderstood and 
thought to be misguided, so the word 
will look on us through those same 
lenses. 
“Our costly worship will be 

misunderstood and misjudged. Our 
commitment to Christ and His Gospel 
will be misinterpreted and our actions in 
the course of justice because of Jesus 
will be misunderstood,” he said. 
“In the face of misunderstanding and 
misinterpretation, we must not fail to 
respond to the needs of those who are 
living and dying without God’s Good 
News, nor ignore the poor or be 
unconcerned with injustice. Like the 
woman in the face of misguided 
indignation, we must carry on the 
course of Christ.  
“Our Lord was not dismissing of the 
needs of the poor but merely putting it 
in its rightful place in reference to our 
commitment to Him and worship of 
Him. If we serve a God of whom it is 
said righteousness and justice are the 
foundation of His throne, then we must 
not only offer costly worship to our 
King in obedience, but we must also act 
in line with the foundation of His 
throne; the course of justice as citizens 
of His Kingdom. 
“What cost are you willing to pay to 
take His good news to those who will 
otherwise live and die without knowing 
Him? To those in the context of 
suffering and vulnerability? To those in 
the context of exploitation and injustice? 
Are you willing to break the “alabaster 
jar” of your most prized possessions, 
gifts, skills, passion and pour out your all 
on Jesus for their sake?” he asked. 
“When the world asks, “why this 
waste”, then we can respond, and why 
not this worship to our King?  
“Is the cause of the Gospel, that is, the 
restoration of human relationship with 
God and human dignity as image bearers 
of God, worth, our commitment and 
costly gift? Is it worth our life, our all? 
“What the world called “a waste”, Jesus 
called worship.” 
Podcasts of Dr Bogunjoko’s keynote talks 
and his Sunday sermon can be heard at  

http://www.simmalawi.org/media/ 

In his second keynote talk to the SIM 125th Anniversary 
even in Blantyre, Dr Joshua Bogunjoko used Matthew 26: 

6 – 13 to pose the question why costly worship? But he 
also wondered if a calling from God to mission can ever 

be seen as a waste. 

Why this waste?  
Why costly worship? 
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C ord 1: AEF: In 1889 
M a r t h a  O s b o r n , 
Spencer Walton and 
A n d r e w  M u r r a y 

founded in Cape Town, South 
Africa, the Cape General Mission 
(CGM), soon to become the 
South African General Mission 
(SAGM) as the work expanded to 
other parts of southern Africa. By 
1900 there were some 100 
workers. SAGM spread into most 
of the African countries south of 
the Equator, including Malawi.  
In 1968 the name was changed to 

Africa Evangelical Fellowship (AEF) to 
reflect this growth. Amongst others, 
the Africa Evangelical Church (AEC) 
grew out of the work of AEF. 
Coming from South Africa, 

missionaries from SAGM entered 
Malawi in 1900, some 50 years after 
the first missionaries entered the 
country in the footsteps of David 
Livingstone.  
The work started out from Port 

Herald, today Nsanje, a district at the 
southern tip of the country. Those 
early missionaries began working 
primarily with members of the Sena 
people group. Between 1900 and 1960, 
the mission worked throughout the 
Lower Shire in education, health care, 
and building a strong, Christ-centered 
Church, which became the Africa 
Evangelical Church (Malawi). Both the 
Africa Evangelical Fellowship and the 
Africa Evangelical Church became 
registered in Malawi in 1967. 

Cord 2: SIM: In 1893 two Canadians, 
Rowland Bingham and Walter Gowans, 
together with an American, Thomas 
Kent, arrived in what is today Lagos, 

Nigeria. Although the oldest was only 
25, each man burned with the desire to 
establish a Christian witness in the 
‘Soudan’ region of Africa. In those days 
‘The Soudan’ was a geographical term 
used to describe a sizeable portion of 
Africa south of the Mediterranean 
countries and stretching from the 
Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea. Within 
a year malaria had claimed the lives of 
Gowans and Kent.  
But Bingham persevered. In 1902 a 
base was finally established 300 miles 
inland. From that base the Sudan 
Interior Mission (SIM) was founded and 
branched out into other countries in 
West Africa, and then in the 1920s, to 
East Africa. 
SIM grew significantly by joining forces 
with other missionary organisations, 
such as the Andes Evangelical Mission 
(AEM) in 1982 and the International 
Christian Fellowship (ICF) in 1989, 
extending its work also to South 
America and Asia.  

Likewise, in 1998 AEF merged with 
SIM. After the merger between AEF 
and SIM, the mission registered in 
Malawi in 2002 as the Society for 
International Ministries, thus retaining 
the SIM acronym. 
SIM Malawi continues to work in 
partnership with the AEC, offering 
assistance in leadership training and 
growth in various ministries, while at 
the same time encouraging church 
independence.  
Consequently, we were, for example, 
co-founders of the Evangelical Bible 
College of Malawi in 1964 in Blantyre 
as well as the Evangelical Association of 
Malawi in Lilongwe. 
Building on this rich history, and as we 
move forward, SIM Malawi seeks to 
partner with the Malawian Church and 
like-minded organisations as we share 
the love of Christ in Malawi and 
beyond in both word and deed through 
our five focus areas. 
  

 A Short History of  SIM Malawi 

The history of SIM Malawi is woven together from 
two cords: the history of the Africa Evangelical 
Fellowship (AEF) and that of the Sudan Interior 

Mission (SIM). 

Early work: Missionaries working with students in Nsanje District 

Chididi Church: in the early 1900s 
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T hree young men arrived 
in Africa 125 years ago 
to bring the Good News 
of Jesus to people who 

were living and dying without 
knowing about Him. They had had 
to overcome many barriers just to 
get to Africa. They would have to 
overcome more in order to estab-
lish their work. 
Two of them, Thomas Kent and Walter 
Gowans, died of fever within a year of 
their arrival. The third, Rowland Bing-
ham, who also contracted fever, was 
repatriated first to England then to Can-
ada. He was 21 years old and faced crit-
icism that their quest had been doomed 
to failure and that it was just youthful 
exuberance (the others were aged 23 
and 25). It took Rowland Bingham a 
total of four attempts before the Sou-
dan Interior Mission (SIM) was finally 
established in Nigeria. 
“These three men faced four main bar-
riers,” said Dr Bogunjoko. 

“The faced the barrier of distance; they 
were in North America, the people 
they wanted to reach were in Africa.  
“They faced the barrier of disease; 
there were many diseases without 
treatment in Africa at the time and this 
would claim the lives of two of them.  
“They faced the barrier of violence; 
tribal and ethnic violence rife in the area 
in which they wanted to work.  
“They faced the barrier of loneliness; 
they were three young men, the only 
ones of their type in the region, far 
away from family of friends. 
“Yet compelled by the love of Christ 
they overcame these barriers to set up 

a mission organisation whose 125th 
Anniversary we celebrate today.” 
He also spoke of the barrier of other 
Christians who tried to divert them 
from their endeavours. 
“When they arrived in Lagos they were 
met by a senior missionary, a Method-
ist,” said Dr Bogunjoko. 
“He told them; ‘You will never see the 
Soudan. Your children will never see 
the Sudan. Perhaps your children’s chil-
dren may see the Soudan!’ Wonderful 
encouragement for three young men 
who were starting out on their mission 
for the Lord!” 
Despite all of these setbacks and barri-

Compelled by a barrier-crossing 
love  

What barriers do you face in your life and work? How do 
you respond to them when you face them? These were 
some of the questions posed by Dr Joshua Bogunjoko in 

his sermon - based on 2 Corinthians 5:1-21 -  at  a service 
held at the Africa Evangelical Church in Chilomoni, 

Blantyre, to mark the SIM 125th Anniversary.

Church and Mission: Dr Joshua Bogunjoko (left), SIM International Director, Mike Hammond (right), Country Director SIM 
Malawi, and Revd Christopher Mwalweni, Deputy General Secretary of the AEC, at the Chilomoni celebration service 
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ers which they had to overcome they 
persevered with their mission. But still 
it was not without cost. Bingham, Gow-
ans and Kent arrived ini Nigeria in 1893 
but it was not until 1901 that the first 
convert to Christianity was baptised, 
Indeed the history of SIM shows that in 
the first seven years of SIM’s life, there 
were more missionary graves than bap-
tised believers associated with the mis-
sion. 
“There were two things in the lives of 
these three young men that could not 
be conquered,” he said. 
“Two things in their lives no barer 
could stop. 
“One was their love for Jesus. The oth-
er was their love for dying souls.  
“They had given themselves to Jesus for 
the dying souls across the region in 
which they wanted to work , Nothing 
was going to stop them. They were 
compelled by a barrier crossing love.” 
Dr Bogunjoko tool 2 Corinthians 5: 1-
21 as his text for the sermon.  Indeed 
verse 14 is at the centre of SIM’s cele-
bration in tis 125th year: “For the love 
of Christ compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died.” (2 Cor 5:14) 
“There are many barriers to the gospel, 
and there are still many who are locked 
behind those barriers and are cut-off 
from fully experiencing what a message 
of love and joy truly means,” he said. 
“God has appointed us as His ambassa-
dors to bring His message of reconcilia-
tion to a world that hungers and thirsts 
for purpose and meaning in all spheres 
of life. The choice is however ours to 
respond to Him who died and rose 
again for us, or to choose our own 
way.” 
 “God is the initiator and the executor 
of our salvation,” he said.  
“He was the one who crossed the 
greatest barrier in human history and in 
human nature to reach us with the 
greatest news of greatest joy in heaven 
and on earth that sinners like us could 
be, and are being, reconciled to God 
through the crucifixion, death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. 
“There are many options for us in life, 
there are many possibilities, many direc-
tions to go, many skills to acquire, many 
places to work, many neighbourhoods 
in which to live, many choices of 
friends, and even places to visit or not 
visit, there are many options of voca-
tion and many options of location, but 
there is only one choice, to live for Him 

who died and rose again for us. To 
choose not to live for ourselves, our 
ambitions, our dreams, and wants, and 
desires, and our sentiments, but to live 
for Him who died and rose again for us.  
“How do we do that, Paul made it clear 
that, first, God reconciled us to Himself, 
then He chose us as His ambassadors 
to the world. Ambassadors do not rep-
resent themselves, but the one who 
appoints them.” 
He said that these ambassadors were 
motivated by a love for, and awe in-
spired fear of, God. That that love and 
fear inspires them to action and that, 
compelled by Christ’s love, to tell the 
world that the love of God is a recon-
ciling love. 
He also challenged the congregation as 
to how they would respond to God’s 
love. 
“Will you respond with love to love and 
step up to say, here I am Lord, your 
ambassador? You see, some ambassa-
dors are sent very far, but others are 
sent nearby.  
“We as His ambassadors all have differ-
ent destinations. Some of you have 
been sent to your neighbourhood, 
some others have been sent to your 
office, to your work colleagues, to the 
next province or district, to other 
countries and people groups. How do 
you respond? What motivates your 
choice, and what compels your direc-
tion? Is it Love? The Love of Christ?  
 “125 years ago, two Canadians and an 
American chose to let Christ dictate 
the direction of their lives. Despite dan-
ger and threats, they sailed to Nigeria 
seeking to make Christ known where 
He was then least known,” he said. 
“Eighteen years after they started the 
work in Nigeria, a young champion ath-
letic Manitoba man set out to join the 
work that the three young men had 
started, two of who had since paid with 
their lives. He went out to reach the 
people of Oro, a Yoruba group without 
the gospel. Two years later, he was in a 
very small village seeking to cross the 
barrier of distance and darkness to a 
people reputed as the headquarter of 
Ogun cult worship in all of Nigeria.  
“He went out with courage. Compelled 
by love. He was rejected, but a few be-
lieved. Those who rejected the gospel 
soon separated from those who re-
ceived the gospel in two villages. In 
spite of that rejection of the gospel, 
God did not give up on those who first 
turned their back on the light.  

“Not too long after the separation, the 
Good News followed the rejecter again, 
and many of them received the light of 
life. From that group came two young 
men who, 120 years after the first three 
young men left Canada and 100 years 
after the Manitoba man reached their 
village, God called them, one to lead an 
International Mission and the other to 
lead the Evangelical Alliance in Nigeria. 
“Our Passion for Christ must be dis-
played in our love for God and our love 
for our neighbours. Living for Him who 
died and rose again for us must be 
demonstrated in how we follow Him. 
How we follow Him must match how 
He himself walked on this earth and 
invited us to follow. A true believer is a 
following believer. 
“That love is demonstrated in: A pas-
sion to love, A passion to pray and A 
passion to go 
“There are all kinds of barriers to the 
Gospel today. There are geographic, 
political, economic, social, linguistic and 
even generational barriers to the Gos-
pel.  
“As disciples of Jesus and His ambassa-
dors of reconciliation, we are called to 
cross these barriers in love (for Christ) 
and with love (for others) to make oth-
er disciples (reconciled men and wom-
en). We are all well prepared (by the 
Holy Spirit), well-motivated (by the fear 
of God and Christ’s love) and fully ap-
pointed by His work in us to cross 
these barriers and make His disciples.  
“The decision as to what we do and 
how we respond rests with us. Since 
our call is not restricted to a location 
or a vocation, it comes down to just 
one thing out of many options, our own 
choice. It comes down to the question, 
how will you live and for whom will you 
live? Yourself, or Jesus who died and 
rose again for you and for me.  
“Yes, the barriers are there, but He 
calls us to cross them with love. Who 
will you live for?” 
 
Podcasts of Dr Bogunjoko’s keynote talks 
and his Sunday sermon can be heard at  

http://www.simmalawi.org/media/ 
  
 




