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Welcome  
Welcome in Jesus’ name to this historic anniversary 

celebration of the mission in Malawi. I am delighted 

that each one of you has joined us for this special day--

the 125th anniversary of God's grace and blessing 

towards all the missions that today make up SIM. 

 I would like to affirm that celebration is a vital rhythm 

and discipline of all communities that follow Christ. May we be a people known 

for our capacity and readiness to celebrate because the “good news of great 

joy for all people” declared by the angel at Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:10) is the same 

good news proclaimed across Malawi today. 

  Children and youth are being loved and developed through a variety of 

ministries; those impacted by HIV and AIDS are receiving care and support; the 

Church and Bible College faithfully teach and disciple believers. Untold 

numbers of people walking in darkness have repented of their sins and turned 

to Jesus because of the work of the mission and church in Malawi.  And now 

the church is sending Malawian missionaries to join the global workforce. This 

is truly worthy of rejoicing! 

  So, why do we celebrate? We celebrate to acknowledge, as a 

community, that God is engaged and performing amazing acts in and for us, 

bringing life and love where death and disease once reigned. We celebrate 

because God answers prayers, removing barriers to the Gospel in order to 

establish His Church in places once considered ‘hopeless’.  We celebrate 

because giving thanks restores, revives, and readies us for the future God has 

prepared. 

  God has given SIM a vision over the past 125 years, and He will continue 

to reveal His vision in the next 125 years.  My prayer is that the Church and 

Mission—and each person here today—will grow 

in spiritual vitality and in their identity as disciples 

who are making disciples of the Lord.  

  My prayer, then, is that you will flourish. May 

the joy of celebration sustain you in your obedience 

and perseverance in proclaiming the Gospel. 

  Come, let us celebrate our God! 

 

Dr Joshua Bogunjoko 

International Director, SIM 
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A Short history of SIM  
Since 1893, SIM missionaries have travelled the world to 

fulfil the Great Commission. 

 

Interdenominational from the start … 

Walter Gowans was a Presbyterian, as were George and Mary 

Allen (who worked in South America—see below). Thomas Kent 

was Congregational. Rowland Bingham was a member of the 

Church of England, then joined the Salvation Army and later was 

ordained a Baptist minister. 

  In deciding the mission should be interdenominational SIM founder Rowland 

Bingham stated: “He is blind who does not recognise that in other denominations 

are some of the best saints that God and grace have made.” 

  The Sudan Interior Mission began when three dedicated young men landed at 

Lagos, Nigeria. The oldest was only 25. But each man wanted to establish a Christian 

witness among the 60 million people living and dying without Christ in sub-Saharan 

Africa - what was then known as the Soudan. Unable to interest established missions 

- most of which said reaching the Soudan was impossible - the three set out, 

following God alone. 

  As was common in the nineteenth century, all three came down with malaria. 

Walter Gowans of Toronto, Canada, and Thomas Kent of Buffalo, New York, 

respectively died of dysentery and fever. The only person who went into the Soudan 

with Gowans and Kent and survived the journey was their Liberian ‘cook’ Tom 

Coffee. The third, English-born Rowland Bingham, returned to his home in Canada, 
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still determined. Bingham made a second attempt to reach the 

Soudan, but once again came down with the fever and had to 

return home. Unable to return to Africa himself, Bingham sent 

out a third team. In 1902, the party successfully established a base 

300 miles inland. From this base, the work of SIM began in Africa.  

 

Trial to triumph – growing stronger 

In 1893, off the southern tip of India, the Ceylon and India General Mission (CIGM) 

began work among Ceylon's Singhalese Buddhists and Tamil Hindus. From that 

island the work begun by B. Davidson, D. Gardner, W. Mallis, and G. Wilson, all 

Englishmen, expanded into South India, later reaching across the subcontinent and 

eventually to the Philippines. 

  Also in 1893, Charles Reeves and M.E. Gavin left their homes in Australia. A 

Eurasian Christian from Poona, India, had come to Australia in search of missionaries 

to work in his home area. Reeves and Gavin answered the challenge and set sail 

under the name Poona and Indian Village Mission (PIVM). 

 In 1909 New Zealander George Allan landed in Bolivia to minister to the Quechua 

Indians. Allan's Bolivian Indian Mission grew in the years that followed to become the 

Andes Evangelical Mission (AEM). In 1968, CIGM and PIVM joined to become the 

International Christian Fellowship (ICF).  

  In the 1980s, AEM, ICF, and SIM merged to become what was then known as 

SIM International. 

  In 1998 when Africa Evangelical Fellowship (AEF) merged with SIM—AEF had 

officially begun its work in Cape Town, South Africa, in 

1889, under what became known as the South Africa 

General Mission under the leadership of Andrew 

Murray, Martha Osborne, Spencer Walton, and George 

Howe. Starting from  urban South Africa, missionary 

efforts spread into many of the other countries and 

people groups of southern Africa. 

  The most recent addition occurred in 2016 when 

Middle East Christian Fellowship (MECO) joined hands 

with SIM. MECO was formed in 1976, as a result of 

mergers with the Lebanon Evangelical Mission 

established in 1860, Middle East General Mission 

founded in 1898, and the Arabic Literature Mission 

founded in 1905. 

 

SIM Today 

SIM numbers close to 4,000 workers, drawn from more 

than 50 denominations and 70 nationalities. SIM now 

serves in over 70 countries worldwide. 
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A Short History of SIM Malawi 
 

The history of SIM Malawi is woven together from 

two cords: the history of the Africa Evangelical 

Fellowship (AEF) and that of the Sudan Interior 

Mission (SIM). 

 

Cord 1: AEF 

In 1889 Martha Osborn, Spencer Walton and Andrew Murray 

founded in Cape Town, South Africa, the Cape General 

Mission (CGM), soon to become the South African General Mission (SAGM) as 

the work expanded to other parts of southern Africa. By 1900 there were 

some 100 workers. SAGM spread into most of the African countries south of 

the Equator, including Malawi.  

  In 1968 the name was changed to Africa Evangelical Fellowship (AEF) to 

reflect this growth. Amongst others, the Africa Evangelical Church (AEC) grew 

out of the work of AEF. 

  Coming from South Africa, missionaries from SAGM entered Malawi in 

1900, some 50 years after the first missionaries entered the country in the 

footsteps of David Livingstone.  

  The work started out from Port Herold, today Nsanje, a district at the 

southern tip of the country. Those early missionaries began working primarily 

with members of the Sena people group. Between 1900 and 1960, the mission 

worked throughout the Lower Shire in education, health care, and building a 

strong, Christ-centered Church, which became the Africa Evangelical Church 

(Malawi). Both the Africa Evangelical Fellowship and the Africa Evangelical 

Church became registered 

in Malawi in 1967. 

 

Cord 2: SIM 

In 1893 two Canadians, 

Rowland Bingham and 

Walter Gowans, together 

with an American, Thomas 

Kent, arrived in what is 

today Lagos, Nigeria. 

Although the oldest was 

only 25, each man burned 

with the desire to establish a 

Christian witness in the  Chididi Church, Nsanje District - early 1900s 
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‘Soudan’ region of Africa. In those days ‘The Soudan’ was a 

geographical term used to describe a sizeable portion of Africa 

south of the Mediterranean countries and stretching from the 

Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea. Within a year malaria had 

claimed the lives of Gowans and Kent.  

  But Bingham persevered. In 1902 a base was finally 

established 300 miles inland. From that base the Sudan 

Interior Mission (SIM) was founded and branched out into other countries in 

West Africa, and then in the 1920s, to East Africa. 

  SIM grew significantly by joining forces with other missionary 

organisations, such as the Andes Evangelical Mission (AEM) in 1982 and the 

International Christian Fellowship (ICF) in 1989, extending its work also to 

South America and Asia.  

  Likewise, in 1998 AEF merged with SIM. After the merger between AEF 

and SIM, the mission registered in Malawi in 2002 as the Society for 

International Ministries, thus retaining the SIM acronym. 

  SIM Malawi continues to work in partnership with the AEC, offering 

assistance in leadership training and growth in various ministries, while at the 

same time encouraging church independence.  

  Consequently, we were, for example, co-founders of the Evangelical 

Bible College of Malawi in 1964 in Blantyre as well as the Evangelical 

Association of Malawi in Lilongwe. 

  Building on this rich history, and as we move forward, SIM Malawi seeks 

to partner with the Malawian Church and like-minded organisations as we share 

the love of Christ in Malawi and beyond in both word and deed through our 

five focus areas. 

  

Early work with students in Nsanje District 
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SIM Malawi Focus Area  

Pursue the Unreached 
 

 
 After this I looked, and there before me was a great 

multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 

tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb. Revelation 7:9 

 
SIM Malawi’s work to Pursue the Unreached includes outreach to 

unreached, or under-reached people groups, such as the Yao 

people, animistic communities, as well as to those of other world 

and traditional faiths and beliefs. Much of this work is centred 

around the shores of lake Malawi from Salima to Mangochi as well 

as in the mountains towards the Mozambican border. 

 

A significant development in the outreach to the Yao people group came 

with the completion and publication of the Bible translated into ChiYao, the 

language of that people group. Some 20 or more years in development, the 

ChiYao Bible: Martin Saidi’s joy at reading Psalm 46 for first time in ChiYao 



9 

 
production of this version of Bible has been a great help 

to missionaries working with the Yao. 

  Another key development has been the arrival of 

SIM missionaries from Ethiopia who live and work among 

the Yao in the hills above Mangochi.  

  SIM Malawi is also supporting the 
establishment of Radio Lilanguka, a community radio 
station in Mangochi, broadcasting to Yao communities in Malawi and 

into Mozambique. 

  Another significant element of the work to reach out to unreached 

people groups is through the ministry of Mthenga Wabwino (Good 

Messenger). 

  This ministry is looking to train and equip pastors and church leaders 

in how to build relationships and evangelise Muslims through the provision 

of training courses and the production of first-class written and visual 

resources. 

  The work of Mthenga Wabwino is, in its nature, sensitive and more 

information can be obtained by contacting the office at 

mthengawabwino@gmail.com 

  We are also working among the Indian diaspora community of 

Malawi, who adhere to a number of different world religions, and hope to 

also begin a ministry to the Chinese diaspora here as well. 

Yao village: A Yao village in the hills above Mangochi 
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SIM Malawi Focus Area  

Build the Church 

 
And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 

my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

(Matthew 16:18) 

 

Building the Church by training and equipping 

pastors and evangelists is high on the list of priorities 

for SIM Malawi. Working closely with its partners the Africa 

Evangelical Church (AEC) and the Evangelical Bible College of 

Malawi (EBCoM), SIM Malawi has a number of projects which both 

bolster EBCoM itself as well as preparing and equipping pastors 

for work in the Church in Malawi. 

 

Founded in Chididi but relocated in 1964 as the Likubula Bible Institute, the 

name it held until 2000. SIM Malawi missionaries have been involved with 

the College from its very inception, and this tradition is carried on today 

with SIM Malawi missionaries serving as lecturers and also on the Board of 

the College. 

  Evangelical in its outlook, EBCoM has a number of pastors in training 

for the AEC who have been directly sponsored by SIM Malawi.  

  With more than 50 years’ experience behind it, EBCoM is looking 

forward to continuing in the development of Pastors and preparing them for 

the rigours of life in the Malawian Church. 

  But the training does not stop at graduation from the Bible College. 

Through the series 

of Pastors’ Book 

Set Conferences 

(PBS), which have 

been held across 

the country since 

2008 ,  church 

l e a d e r s  a n d 

members have had 

the opportunity to 

hear speakers 

from Malawi and 

overseas speak on 
Graduation 2017: EBCoM Graduation ceremony 
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marriage enrichment, mission and engaging with youth. But 

it is not just the speakers who inspire, as each delegate 

receives a set of books (hence the name Pastors’ Book Set) 

which it is hoped will continue to help and inspire them as 

they make use of them after the conference is finished. 

  Another way in which books are helping church 

members is through the Chichewa Bible Study Books written by retired 

SIM Malawi missionary Marilyn Barr. Bible study resources in the local 

Chichewa language are scarce. Marilyn has produced a range of books in 

Chichewa which work systematically through the Bible, as well as ‘one-offs’ 

on different subjects. 

  

Youth PBS: Revd Tim Hawkins addressing the Youth PBS Conference in 

Blantyre 
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SIM Malawi Focus Area  

Advance Mission 

 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Matthew 28:19 

 

The ‘Great Commission’ in Matthew’s Gospel is central to 

SIM Malawi’s work to Advance Mission. Whether it is 

welcoming missionaries from ‘non-traditional’ sending countries or 

preparing Malawians to go as missionaries outside of the country, Jesus’ last 

words in Matthew underpin all. 

 

Working with like-minded churches and para-church organisations, SIM Malawi and 

Evangelical Association of Malawi (EAM) were the catalyst which led to the 

establishment of the Malawi Mission Initiative (MMI) and the Malawi Mission Prayer 

Fellowship (MMPF). 

 MMI was founded as a result of the 2013 Pastors’ Book Set Conference (PBS) 

held in Lilongwe. A series of mission seminars were held and through them the 

Malawian Church was urged to take the Great Commission more seriously and 

identify potential candidates for missionary preparation.  

 Further to enhance this, and as a result of the 2015 PBS, MMPFs were set up in 

Blantyre, Lilongwe and Mzuzu. These are groupings of people who are passionate 

about mission, and they gather on a monthly basis to pray for and about missions and 

Prayer Fellowship: MMPF meeting in Blantyre 
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also to identify candidates who may be prepared to go as missionaries outside of 

Malawi. 

 One such family has so far been identified and trained to work with the Yao 

people in Mozambique, and a number of others are starting out on the preparation 

process. 

 Welcoming missionaries from non-traditional contexts/sending countries and 

churches is a developing aspect of SIM Malawi’s mandate. Engaging with new mission 

movements in this way, it is hoped that 

different insights and skills sets from 

these missionaries will enhance those of 

the team from more traditional 

countries already on the field. 

 So far, missionaries from Ethiopia, 

Nigeria and North-East India have joined 

the SIM Malawi team and brought their 

own unique insights to our work. We 

hope that more from these, and other, 

countries will follow in their footsteps. 

 SIM Malawi also seeks to 

encourage and engage the next 

generation of missionaries through short

-term placements in many of the various 

field ministries. 

Missionary on the move: Revd Makhutcha with Elina 

and Caleb ready to leave for Mozambique 
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SIM Malawi Focus Area  

Impact the HIV/AIDS Crisis 
 

On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 

crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of 

the tree are for the healing of the nations. Revelation 22:2b 

 

Hope, as well as partnership, is key for SIM Malawi’s work 

to Impact the HIV and AIDS Crisis. The first cause for hope 

comes through its work with Hope for Life. A SIM-wide 

network, Hope for Life (previously called HOPE for AIDS) within SIM 

Malawi provides care and training in the four areas which make up an 

acronym of the word ‘hope’: 

• Home-based care 

• Orphan and vulnerable children care 

• Prevention 

• Enabling the church 

 

Home-based care, as its name suggests, is involved in offering support to those suffering 

with HIV and AIDS in their own homes. Volunteers from the Africa Evangelical 

Church (AEC), assisted by SIM Malawi missionaries and dedicated Area Co-

ordinators, provide home visits to sufferers where they can offer care and prayer 

support. Income Generating Activities are also being looked at to help those affected. 

 One successful project, the making of soap, is underway, based at the AEC 

congregation in Naotcha on the outskirts of Blantyre. 

 Orphan and vulnerable children care sees volunteers trained to work with and 

support those children who have lost one or both parents. In addition to this, there is 

also provision of day care 

and pre-school facilities at 

a number of locations in 

the Southern and Central 

Regions, while some 

older children are helped 

through the provision of 

scholarships to see them 

through various stages of 

schooling. A new primary

-age- focused lifeskills 

programme, Today for 

Tomorrow is also being 

OVC: Children at the HOPE for AIDS centre in 

Nathenje near Lilongwe 
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established through many local churches and schools. 

 The Prevention programme, developed through the AEC, worked in the two 

key areas of 'Peer Education for Youth' and 'Peer Education for Married Couples'. 

Volunteers from AEC congregations were trained to deliver this peer-based training. 

Two youth, and/or two or three couples from a congregation, were trained to deliver 

one or both programmes through their church. 

 Finally, Enabling is delivered through church-leadership training within the AEC 

and through the training of staff and students at Evangelical Bible College of Malawi 

(EBCoM). Each student must take a compulsory HIV/AIDS module in their training, 

and ‘Hope for Life’ helps in the delivery of this element of the course. 

 The second area of ‘hope’ is in the form of the Partners in Hope (PIH) 

Medical Centre in Lilongwe, established by a SIM Malawi missionary in what was a 

deserted medical warehouse. Partners in Hope Medical Centre is a Malawian non-

profit organisation that began in 2004 with a focus on making a difference to those 

affected by HIV/AIDS.  During that time, it has grown to a busy medical centre which 

cares for over 9,000 out patients with HIV per year.  PIH also runs the USAID 

supported programme, EQUIP, which is designed to enhance diagnosis and care of 

HIV/AIGS patients,  

 There is also a community outreach element to the work of Partners in Hope 

through its Tigwirane Manja work. Tigwirane Manja (literally ‘Let’s Hold Hands’), 

reflects the desire to build strong relationships with HIV/AIDS patients while they are 

at the PIH Medical Centre, and after they have been discharged to their homes into 

three nearby communities.  With a focus on drug-adherence counselling, addressing 

psychosocial needs and encouraging community involvement, the Tigwirane Manja 

team follows up patients who have been cared for in one of the three separate clinics/

wards at PIH.  During home visits, they check to see if patients are receiving the 

support they need to keep their viral loads low and lead healthy lives. 

Medical Centre: Partners in Hope Medical Centre in Li-

longwe 
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SIM Malawi Focus Area  

Reach Children and Youth 
 

Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. 

Matthew 19:14 

 

Partnerships is the key word when it comes to SIM 

Malawi’s work to Reach Children and Youth. These 

partnerships cover four main areas of work: children’s 

ministry, youth ministry, sports ministry and Sunday School Teacher 

training. 

 

Children’s Ministry 

The Africa Evangelical Church (AEC) is the key partner with this facet of SIM 

Malawi’s work. The aim here is to equip the AEC, through its National 

Children’s Co-ordinator, to build up the Sunday School teachers further to 

teach strong Biblical truths and values into the lives of children.   

 

Youth Ministry 

As with the Children’s work, the AEC is the key partner in this area. Working 

this time with the AEC’s National Youth Co-ordinator, SIM Malawi is looking to 

train and mentor youth group members and youth leaders.  

 A series of training camps are held throughout the year at which youth 

leaders are trained through the ‘NexGen’ programme, while youth-group 

members benefit from youth camps which are held across the country.  

 The aim of 

this work is to make 

the youth of Malawi 

passionate disciples 

for Jesus and to 

build up strong 

leaders in the 

church. 

 

Sports Ministry 

F o c u s i n g  o n 

d i s c i p l e s h i p , 

teaching Bib le 

truths, sports skills 
Girls event: AEC leaders discussing the role of girls in 

the church 
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and life skills are all part of the work which SIM Malawi carries out through its 

ministry Sports Friends Malawi. Set up, originally, to provide a platform for 

youth discipleship through an opportunity for youth to play football, a strongly 

Malawian element developed with the introduction of netball, a major sport in 

this country, for girls. 

 Training coaches from congregations across Malawi, Sports Friends holds 

training camps to carry out this work. There are also opportunities for church 

teams, both football and netball, to come together in competition against each 

other and, through this, learn to win and lose well and in a godly way.  

Beginning with the AEC, the work of Sports Friends has started to expand with 

coaches being trained in the Evangelical Baptist Church of Malawi (EBCM) and 

within the Baptist Convention of Malawi (BACOMA) and also with an inter-

denominational group of pastors in Mangochi who see sports ministry as a 

vehicle for helping plant 

churches among the Yao 

people group. 

 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l 

Teacher training 

There has been a 

significant shift in the way 

SIM Malawi resources the 

training of Sunday School 

Teachers beyond its 

relationship with the 

AEC, through the 

flourishing partnership 

High ball: Action from a Sports Friends netball camp 

Training: Sunday School teachers at a training 

event run by STUM 
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with Sunday School Teachers United Movement Malawi 

(STUM). 

 STUM has a strategic model of working in 

‘Clusters’ (groups of individual churches in an area), ‘Zones’ (a 

number of clusters joining together) and ‘Districts’ (a number 

of Zones working together  

 This model is proving very effective, and a number of 

training events have been set up for district co-ordinators who 

then filter this down to the levels below them. This method is 

useful for the small full-time team at the STUM office which has 

been backed up by a SIM Malawi missionary who was involved with this work 

for many years. 

 It is hoped that, by using this model, Sunday School teachers’ skills and 

knowledge will be enhanced and this, in turn, will lead to better teaching of the 

children in the individual Sunday Schools and a deeper knowledge of the Bible in 

the children. 

 

SIM Malawi is also supporting the work of KINDLE Orphan Outreach.  

 Set up in 2001 as a response to the famine which hit Malawi at that time, 

it started as a food distribution programme for AIDS orphans in the area 

around Nanjoka (near Salima) in the Central Region of Malawi.  

 KINDLE – which stands for Kids In Need Deserve Love and 

Encouragement – is a community-based orphan-care programme, consciously  

without an orphanage, which overarches many of the areas mentioned above in 

the work to Reach Children and Youth.  

 Rather than having such a building, KINDLE works with orphans and 

vulnerable children and their carers in the communities in which they live. 

 But it does more than this, as it sees community development and 

empowerment, health and education as vital parts of its work. And under all of 

this is the spiritual 

development of the 

community as it works with 

church leaders around the 

area. 

 

  

Safe water: Villagers collect water from a pump 

provided by KINDLE 
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A Message from Mike Hammond  
It is with great joy and pleasure that I welcome you to this 125th 

anniversary celebration for SIM as an international mission organisation. 

SIM has been in existence slightly longer than SIM’s historical association 

with Malawi through AEF and SAGM which commenced in 1900. It is 

amazing to look back over 125 years to see what God has done through 

SIM around the world. We give Him all the honour and praise.  

  From very humble beginnings, God has been working Hs purposes out as year 

has succeeded to year. Through faithful women and men, God has sown the seed of 

the message of the kingdom of God. And that is what God calls each of us to 125 

years on. To faithfulness and humility. Only one of those first three missionaries 

returned from the land that is now known as Nigeria. Not a great success rate in 

human terms.  

  But God does not count success in the same way that we often do. He counts 

success in faithful obedience. For what does God require of each of us? – “to act 

justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God” (Micah 6v8). 

  And whenever His people follow obediently, as they have done here in Malawi 

as well, His word produces an abundant harvest of men, women and children, won 

for the Gospel.  

  We are thankful for our partner Church 

here in Malawi, the Africa Evangelical Church, 

which came into existence, and continues to this 

day through the faithfulness and obedience of 

others.  

  We are incredibly grateful and thankful for 

those faithful women and men who have gone 

before us here, who in their humble ways, have 

brought honour to the name of Jesus Christ.  

  May we do the same.  
 

Mike Hammond  

Director, SIM Malawi 



20 

 

For more information about SIM Malawi 

Please 

Visit our website: 

www.simmalawi.com 

Like us on Facebook 

Facebook/simmalawi 

Follow us on Twitter 

/simmalawi 

Or contact us 

Telephone:  (265) 1 831 811 

Email:  sim.malawi@sim.org 

 


