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I n the 20th Century, 29 May 

has had some notable 

events attached to it. In 

1903, Igor Stravinsky’s ballet 

‘The Rite of Spring’ was 

premiered in Paris and sparked 

a riot!  

In 1942, Bing Crosby recorded 

‘White Christmas’ which went on to 

be the best-selling Christmas single in 

history.  

In 1953, [Sir] Edmund Hillary and 

Sherpa Tensing became the first 

people to conquer Mount Everest.  

In 1982, Pope John Paul II became 

the first Pontiff to visit Canterbury 

Cathedral. 

And on 29 May 1993, Helen and 

Megumi Fazakerley came to Malawi 

to start what, until now, has been 25 

years of faithful service to God and 

the people of this country. 

For Helen, it was a return to her 

beginnings. For Megumi, it was an 

unexpected journey into the 

unknown. 

“I was born in Malawi and lived here 

until I was five years old,” said Helen. 

“My parents were living here at the 

time, so I was coming back to my 

roots. When I left Malawi with my 

parents, I returned to the UK where 

I did all my schooling and nursing 

training. But I always felt God was 

calling me back to serve Him in 

Malawi.” 

Helen and Megumi met at Redcliffe 

College, a missionary training college 

which then was based in London. 

Helen had moved from Jersey where 

she had been working for six years as 

a nurse, and Megumi came from his 

home in Japan, first at Redcliffe to 

study a two-year course in the Bible 

and cross-cultural mission before 

going on to study for a Theology 

Degree at the London Bible College. 

“I had always assumed that after the 

Bible college training, God would 

want me to serve Him in my home 

country of Japan,” he said. 

“But then I met Helen. I knew that 

the call for her to return to Malawi 

was strong and so it became apparent 

to me that that was where I should 

be as well.” 

When they arrived in Malawi in 1993, 

Helen and Megumi started work as 

church planters in Lilongwe. Their 

first assignment was to help develop 

the AEC Kawale which, since then, 

has been a centre for SIM Malawi 

missionaries.  But a meeting with the 

then General Secretary of AEC and 

Paul Barr, Team Leader for Africa 

Evangelical Fellowship (predecessor 

of SIM Malawi), led to a change in 

work. 

“The GS and Paul both knew I had a 

Theology Degree, and the GS asked 

why I was not interested in teaching 

at Likubula Bible Institute (LBI, now 

known as Evangelical Bible College of 

Malawi or EBCoM),” Megumi 

Silver Service:  Megumi and Helen Fazakerley who are celebrating 25 years of service with AEF/SIM Malawi this year 

Silver Service! 

100 years after the Three Pioneers first arrived in Nigeria, two new 

missionaries arrived in Lilongwe! 29 May marked 25 years since Helen 

and Megumi Fazakerley came to Malawi to start their service for God 

in this country. 
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remembers. 

“I said I was very interested in that 

but had been told by the UK office 

of AEF that I would need a Master’s 

Degree which I did not have. Paul 

and the GS assured me that was not 

the case, so that led to my joining 

LBI.” 

The change was not immediate, as 

they had not long since started their 

work in Church Planting and felt 

they needed to do more at Kawale. 

In the final year of that first term in 

Malawi, Megumi started to 

commute once a week to Blantyre 

to test the waters by teaching part-

time at LBI. 

Helen also got involved in LBI/

EBCoM’s life. As she still had the 

youngest of their three children as a 

pre-schooler, she set up the nursery 

at the College for young children 

whose mothers were attending 

classes.  

But when her children were finally 

all at school, she used her nursing 

skills to become a Nurse Provider 

working with the HOPE for AIDS 

programme. More recently, she has 

been working as the Member Care 

and Health Co-ordinator for SIM 

Malawi. 

In many ways, Helen and Megumi’s 

25 years in Malawi can be summed 

up by the 19th Century French 

proverb ‘plus ça change, plus c'est la 

même chose’ – ‘the more things 

change, the more they stay the 

same’! For Helen the changes have 

been on a very practical, everyday 

level. 

“Starting out, when I used to make 

a grocery list, I would put maybe 20 

items on it and I would have to go 

to several shops in town and to the 

local market; even so I would only 

be able to get maybe a quarter or a 

third of the ingredients or the 

produce that I needed and that 

would be very frustrating,” she said. 

“I had to learn to shop in a different 

way, buy what you are able to get. 

But now, when I make my grocery 

list I can get almost everything, so 

that has really changed.” 

But for Megumi, apparent changes in 

Malawian life hide problems below 

the surface. 

“In a town setting, there are more 

flashy things; cars, cell phones, 

computers, laptops and tablets and 

all kinds of things,” he said. 

“So, on the surface those things are 

very visibly different from a long 

time ago; therefore, people’s 

aspirations for life seem to have 

risen. People want more things and 

they aspire to more things and 

higher. 

“But below that, under the skin of 

those changes, basic life for the 

people is totally the same. 

Unchanged from 25 years ago. We 

still have the same problem of 

health, the problem of lack of 

education ,and still have the 

problem of the Church not meeting 

the needs of the people. So, 

underneath not much has changed 

really.” 

Despite all of this, Helen and 

Megumi would do it all over again if 

they had their time over. Well, 

almost! 

“I hope I would not have to do it 

again because I am tired! But I can 

say we have no regrets in what we 

have done so, yes, we would do it 

again, I would think,” said Megumi. 

Helen echoed those sentiments: 

“For me, it has been a wonderful 

place to raise children. It is so 

diverse and international and, being 

in a cross-cultural relationship 

ourselves, it has just felt like a place 

where we could be at home and 

belong.  

“So yes, no regrets,” she said. 

As we in Malawi prepare to 

celebrate 125 years since the 

founding of SIM, we locally celebrate 

the Silver Jubilee of two valued 

members of the team and their 

work for AEF and SIM Malawi. 

Congratulations to the Fazakerleys, 

and here’s to the next 25 years! 

Growing family: Helen and Megumi’s first prayer card in 1993 (top) and one 

from 2008 now with all the family! 
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This year SIM celebrates the 125th 

Anniversary of the first three 

Pioneers reaching modern-day 

Nigeria and founding the Soudan 

Interior Mission. Events around the 

world are taking place to mark this 

important anniversary, and the 

Malawi celebration will take place 

over the weekend of 21 and 22 July. 

 

I n 1893, three young men, 

Walter Gowans, Thomas 

Ke n t  a nd  Ro w la n d 

Bingham, landed in what is 

now Lagos in Nigeria to establish 

the Soudan Interior Mission. The 

oldest of the three was just 25 

years old and, sadly, all three of 

them fell ill, Gowans with malaria 

and Kent with a fever. Both died 

of their illnesses before they were 

able to establish the mission. 

Bingham also contracted malaria 

and had to return to Canada but 

was determined to try again. 

He did come back to Africa but again 

fell ill and had to return home. In 

1902, however, on his third visit, 

Bingham and his team were able to 

establish a base some 300 miles inland 

from Lagos, and so the work of SIM 

began in earnest. 

Since those humble, and difficult, 

beginnings, SIM has grown into a 

worldwide mission organisation with 

over 4,000 workers in over 70 

countries, 

From the very start, SIM has always 

been an interdenominational mission – 

Gowans was a Presbyterian, Kent was 

Congregational, and Bingham was a 

member of the Church of England 

who then joined the Salvation Army 

and later was ordained a Baptist 

minister. And that breadth of 

churchmanship is still reflected across 

the whole of the SIM world. 

The origins of SIM’s work in Malawi 

date back to July 1900 when, again, 

three men – Edgar Faithful, Harry 

Rainey and Dudley Kidd – arrive in 

Port Harold (now known as Nsanje) 

to take over the work of a Mr 

Anderson and his mission station in 

Lulwe. Faithful, Rainey and Kidd may 

not have faced the same problems as 

their counterparts in the north, but 

their work was not without troubles. 

This July, SIM Malawi will welcome SIM 

International Director, Dr Joshua 

Bogunjoko, to the country for his first 

visit in that capacity. He will be the 

keynote speaker at a special 125th 

Anniversary event in Blantyre and will 

also preach at a celebration service at 

AEC Chilomoni the following day. 

The Blantyre event will not only look 

back over the history of the work of 

SIM but also look forward, as Dr 

Bogunjoko helps us to consider ‘God’s 

Mission’ and ‘God’s heart for the 

world’. Both thoughts pick up the key 

theme for this 125th Anniversary year 

– ‘For the love of Christ compels us’. 

A more in-depth look at the history of 

the organisation and a report on the 

event itself will appear in the 

September issue of Malawi Amoto. 

. 

‘For the love of  Christ compels us’ –
SIM at 125 
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Two of SIM Malawi’s key partners, 

Sports Friends Malawi and Sunday 

School Teachers United Movement in 

Malawi (STUM) have recently come 

together to form a training 

partnership to help Sunday School 

teachers use sports as a vehicle to 

share the Gospel. But the partnership 

is not without its challenges. 

 

S ports Friends usually works 

w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l 

denominations – Africa 

Evangelical Church, Evangelical 

Baptist Church of Malawi and 

the Baptist Convention of 

Malawi are three of the main 

denominations which have had 

training from the organisation. 

STUM works in Clusters, Zones 

and Districts, training groups of 

p e o p l e  f r o m  m a n y 

denominations. 

STUM usually uses its own resources 

to train their teams. Sports Friends 

Malawi is brought in from outside to 

deliver their denomination-led 

training. 

Two very different ways of working; 

but recently the two organisations 

came together, in Nathenje, south of 

Lilongwe, for the first of what is 

hoped to be several sessions to train 

STUM District Sports Co-ordinators. 

This new link came through 

discussions with SIM Malawi 

missionary Jim Young. Jim, who is 

soon to return to his native New 

Zealand with wife Diane after 15 

years’ service in Malawi, has been 

working in Sunday School teacher 

training for all of his time in the 

country. It was he who suggested to 

John Msowoya, Director of STUM, 

that he should approach Sports 

Friends Malawi to see if STUM could 

benefit from training Sports 

Ministers. 

“Through Jim we got together with 

Sports Friends Malawi, and we soon 

realised that they could help in this 

new area of training and work,” said 

John Msowoya. 

“We decided to go with Sports 

Friends Malawi because we had been 

looking around for a while at material 

on offer from different organisations. 

When we saw their material we 

realised that it would fit well with the 

STUM vision and so we started to 

look how we could work together.” 

STUM organises itself in an unique 

way. There is a national office based 

in Lilongwe and this oversees several 

Districts. 

The Districts then look after a 

number of Zones which, in turn, look 

after Clusters of churches. The 

Clusters, the foundation on which 

everything else is built, are made up 

of several churches from different 

denominations and backgrounds.  

The first training session, held over 

four days in May, was for people 

Group time: STUM Co-ordinators working in small groups at the Nathenje event 

Cover Story 

Partners in partnership 

The work of Sports Friends Malawi is supported by SIM 

Malawi project MW#96754 Sports Friends Malawi 

 

The work of STUM is supported by SIM Malawi Project 

MW#96556 Christian Education Resources 
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from STUM’s Lilongwe South 

District - one of five such groupings 

in and around the city.  In all, 36 

people from 18 Zones in Lilongwe 

South attended the first training 

session.  

They had a mix of theoretical 

training as well as practical. All of 

the training is Bible-centred and is 

aimed at giving would-be coaches a 

good grounding in the Bible. When 

Sports Friends Malawi is running a 

training camp for young people, the 

Bible is used as much as a football 

or a netball. 

“There are differences in how 

Sports Friends Malawi is structured 

and how STUM is structured, but at 

the base we both want the same 

thing; to share the Gospel with 

children and young people in 

Malawi,” said Fostance Mtolo, Team 

Leader for Sports Friends Malawi. 

“There were some challenges to 

overcome because of how we are 

both structured, but we are both 

happy to overcome challenges! We 

are confident that this new 

partnership will do great things for 

the Gospel and in winning souls in 

Malawi.” 

Two of the delegates at the training, 

District Co-ordinator Harry 

Zebron and Sports Co-ordinator 

Jacqueline Chikadza, shared in the 

optimism. 

“I have come on this training to 

learn more about Sports Friends 

Malawi and how we can use sports 

as a way of reaching out to our 

children,” said Harry. 

“I am looking to see how I can use 

sports in outreach. When I get back 

to my church I want to be able to 

use it with the children and as a way 

of being able to share the Gospel 

with them,” said Jacqueline. 

Although the Nathenje event was 

the first of its kind, both John and 

Fostance see the new partnership 

between their two organisations 

developing into the future. 

“For sure I see this partnership 

developing because we need them!” 

said John. 

“We are seeing the benefit of the 

Sports Friends Malawi training here 

at Nathenje and we have many 

more Districts with which we will 

want them to get involved. I want to 

make sure that we have Sports 

Ministers trained in each every one 

of our Districts. 

“I can see this partnership going 

from strength to strength and, 

together, I am sure we can see 

Malawi turned around because of 

the Gospel,” said Fostance. 

“Our differences will help. STUM 

works with masses of churches 

across denominations and we, 

u sua l l y ,  work  w i th i n  one 

denomination at a time. But 

together we can reach many more 

children and young people with the 

Gospel than just working on our 

own. This gives me confidence for 

the partnership and for the future.” 

Quick reactions: STUM Co-ordinators learning a ‘shooting game’ which required fast reactions 

Partners in partnership: John Msowoya of STUM and Fostance Mtolo of Sports 

Friends Malawi 
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‘Unity not uniformity’ is something 

of a ‘buzz-phrase’ in Christian 

circles. In this, the final in our 

series of articles on KINDLE 

Orphan Outreach, we look at how 

they are putting this into practice 

through their work in Spiritual 

Development. 

 

T hroughout our series of 

articles about KINDLE 

Orphan Outreach, we 

have seen how they are working 

with the community to help 

deve lopments in  hea lth, 

education and the community. 

Work in the area of spiritual 

development is no different. 

After a difficult start, Revd Thomas 

Mbereko, KINDLE’s chaplain and an 

AEC Pastor, has begun bringing other 

church groups together not just to 

impact the local community they all 

serve but also to curb the influence of 

the Animist Gule Wamkulu (‘Big 

Dance’) sect. 

“When I started in 2005 it was a 

challenge to bring other churches 

together because people were a little 

suspicious of my motives,” he said. 

“At first, they just thought: ‘Ah, this 

man is from the AEC and just wants 

to set up another AEC church and to 

bring everyone into that church away 

from our own.’ Soon, however, they 

realised this was not my aim, and 

slowly I started to talk to the pastors 

and we began to bring our Family Life 

and Youth Groups together.” 

There are around 100 Family Life 

Groups and 24 Youth Groups within 

the KINDLE catchment area. 

“Family Life Groups allow us the 

chance to go and meet with people in 

the community to offer Bible Study 

and also counselling for family 

matters,” sa id Pastor Rhoda 

Nyirongo, KINDLE’s Family Life 

Group Co-ordinator. 

“I think the families are generally 

happy to see us when we go to run 

the groups. Sometimes, if they have 

problems, we can talk to them and 

pray with them to try and sort out 

what is wrong. We have seen families 

who might have split up stay together 

because of our input.” 

After that difficult start, a measure of 

trust built up, and the churches have 

come together to provide a more 

united front to the people of Nanjoka. 

But how do other church leaders 

react to having, for example, their 

own church’s youth and family life 

groups coming under this united 

banner? 

“Working together in this way is a 

good thing for the church and for the 

people,” sa id Revd Richman 

Mtengachombe of the Assemblies of 

  The work of KINDLE Orphan Outreach is 

supported by SIM Malawi project 

MW#96758 Outreach and Development in 

Nanjoka 

‘Unity…not uniformity’ in action 

Coming together: Children and young people coming together for a youth event in Nanjoka 
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God Church. 

“Unity is good because the people in 

the communities see that the 

Children of God all have one thing in 

common; they all want to praise one 

God and they all want to work 

towards bringing their neighbours 

into the love of Christ. They see that 

in this place we all speak one language 

about Christ.” 

Pastor Richman’s sentiments were 

echoed by Revd Frederick Mwantisi 

from the Grace Church in nearby 

Elias village. 

“KINDLE is a unifying influence on 

this community,” he said. 

“There is no way that you can say 

that the Children of God will be 

together in heaven and yet be so 

divided here on earth! We need to 

bring people together now, to work 

together, to speak with one voice if 

we are going to combat other faiths 

and Gule Wamkulu. KINDLE is helping 

us all to do this in our communities 

around Nanjoka.” 

When Revd Mbereko first came to 

KINDLE, Gule Wamkulu was very 

active in the area, especially amongst 

the youth. Slowly, as he has pulled 

people together, and work has 

developed, its influence has reduced.  

“Gule Wamkulu is still active in the 

community but has much less of an 

influence than it used to,” said Petro 

Ledson, KINDLE’s Youth   Co-

ordinator. 

“We have developed a programme to 

reach out to the youth who were 

coming under its influence, and have 

started winning them back. We are 

also working with the youth to bring 

them into a relationship with Christ 

and we are starting to see good 

results from this.” 

So, whether it is bringing churches 

together, showing a united face and 

voice or taking on a cult that has its 

roots in the Chewa people of the 

Central Region of Malawi in which 

Nanjoka is located, KINDLE is having 

a significant impact on the spiritual 

development of the area in which it 

serves. But what of the future? How 

does Revd Mbereko see things 

developing? 

“My prayer and my vision are that, as 

the churches in this area work more 

closely together, the work of Christ 

will increase,” he said. 

“There is great potential for spiritual 

growth in the area if we continue to 

work together and preach the same 

Word of God to our congregations. 

“We have come a long way since the 

suspicions of 2005 to 2007 but there 

is still a long way to go. I am 

confident that strong foundations 

have been laid for us to build on and 

that spiritual growth will increase and 

deepen in this area if we continue 

working together in unity.” 

Unity not uniformity: (left to right) Revd Richman Mtengachombe of Assemblies of God Church, Revd Thomas Mbereko, 

KINDLE’s chaplain, and Revd Frederick Mwantisi from the Grace Church, Elias village 

Youth and Family Life: Petro Ledson Youth  Co-ordinator 

Pastor Rhoda Nyirongo, Family Life Group Co-ordinator 
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Psalm 121:1 says “I will lift my 

eyes to the mountains - where 

does my help come from?”  

This year, SIM Malawi 

missionaries on their annual 

Spiritual Life Conference (SLC) 

will be able to do this as it will 

take place with the backdrop of 

the impressive Mount Mulanje 

massif 

 

F or the first time in well 

over a decade or more, 

SIM Malawi’s SLC will be 

held in the south of the country. 

After enjoying the lakeshore in 

2017, this year missionaries will 

enjoy the majestic views of 

Mount Mulanje which includes 

the highest peak in Malawi. 

The conference, a time for Bible 

Study, catching up with friends from 

different parts of Malawi and relaxing, 

will be held at the Kara O’Mula 

conference centre. The leader of SLC 

2018 will be Dr Joshua Bogunjoko, 

SIM’s International Director, who will 

be speaking on the topic of 

‘Flourishing where God has called and 

placed us’. 

Pete Ong, SIM Malawi’s Youth 

Ministry Co-ordinator and one of the 

organisers of SLC 2018, said: “We 

are delighted that Dr Bogunjoko will 

be leading SLC this year as part of his 

trip to Malawi to celebrate SIM’s 

125th Anniversary.  

“As well as his input, we have two 

experienced Sunday School and 

Youth Group leaders from local 

Blantyre churches who will be 

heading up our children and young 

people’s work, so I am certain that 

everyone will have an enjoyable time 

in what is a beautiful part of Malawi.” 

A full report on SLC 2018 will appear 

in the September issue of Malawi 

Amoto. 

Lifting our eyes:  
SLC 2018 preview 

Lift up your eyes: Some of the tranquil beauty around the Kara O’mula Conference Centre 

SLC 2018 takes place between 23-28 July 2018 at 

the Kara O’mula Conference Centre near Mount 

Mulanje 




