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2018 marks the 125th Anniverary of 

the founding of SIM, as the Sudan 

Interior Mission. Three missionaries 

Thomas Kent, Walter Gowans and 

Rowland Bingham left North America 

for what is now modern-day Nigeria. 

SIM International Director Dr Joshua 

Bogunjoko calls for celebration to 

mark this milestone in our history 

 

 

C elebration is part of what it 

means to follow Christ, so 

let us look forward as a 

global mission family to this, our 

125th Anniversary year. In the very 

moments when we lose ourselves in 

joy at what God has done, we are 

experiencing worship as image-

bearers of God, and we are a gospel 

witness to those who observe us. 

In Exodus 5:1, we find the first indication 

that God wants his people to celebrate 

and hold festivals. 

God spoke through Moses to Pharaoh 

saying, “Thus says the LORD, the God of 

Israel, ‘Let My people go that they may 

celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.’” 

The word celebrate is variously translated 

as “hold a festival” and “hold a feast”—all 

associated with celebration. Thus God 

intervened on behalf of his children to 

their pagan ruler, urging their release so 

that they might observe a celebration. 

Later, the very first command from the 

Lord the night that He delivered them 

from Egypt was to stop and hold a festival, 

before they took another step in their 

journey; and this was to be done in 

perpetuity. 

In Exodus 12:14, God commanded the 

Israelites, “Now this day will be a 

memorial to you, and you shall celebrate 

it as a feast to the LORD; throughout 

your generations you are to celebrate it 

as a permanent ordinance.” Not only 

were the Israelites to feast, even 

foreigners residing among them were 

invited to join. "But if a stranger sojourns 

with you, and celebrates the Passover to 

the LORD, let all his males be 

circumcised, and then let him come near 

to celebrate it; and he shall be like a native 

of the land. (Ex. 2:48) 

Jesus described the response in heaven to 

one sinner’s repentance on earth, using 

words that conjure up in our minds a 

great celebration: “In the same way, I tell 

you, there is joy in the presence of the 

angels of God over one sinner who 

repents.” (Luke 15:10) Surely untold 

numbers of people walking in darkness 

have repented of their sins and turned to 

Jesus directly and indirectly because of the 

work of SIM. What would it feel like to 

stop and allow ourselves corporately to 

experience the elation that the angels feel? 

Have you ever considered celebrating the 

joy of your own salvation and that of your 

family members, colleagues and 

neighbours? 

Celebration is a natural rhythm in the life 

to which God has invited us, both in the 

Old and in the New Testaments. Indeed, 

Jesus’ very first miracle was performed at, 

and on behalf of, a wedding celebration. 

While we no longer observe the 

Passover, we still rejoice and celebrate the 

resurrection of our Lord. We celebrate 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We are, 

in fact, a people who should be known for 

our capacity and readiness to celebrate 

because we serve a God who makes a 

habit of visiting us with great joy. “But the 

angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 

behold, I bring you goodnews of great joy 

which will be for all the people.’” (Luke 

2:10) As the angel finished, a great host of 

angels filled the sky praising God and 

speaking peace on earth! 

In the Church today, it may be easy to 

forget that celebration is both a joyful and 

a solemn invitation, established by God 

Himself. While the Church in the New 

Testament did not set apart festivals of 

the Old Testament nature, the Church 

did celebrate together God’s gifts to them 

and their identity in Christ. In Acts, we 

see people breaking bread from house to 

Why we celebrate God and all He 
does through us 

 Dr Joshua Bogunjoko,  

SIM International Director 
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house. It isn’t hard to imagine the 

atmosphere of joy and wonder as these 

sinners saved by grace from diverse 

contexts became one in Christ around 

the table. Indeed, they were such an 

example of the power of God among 

them, that the beloved physician 

recorded how believers were added daily 

to their numbers. What a celebration of 

life and light! 

So, why do we celebrate? Like the 

Israelites and the early church, we 

celebrate to acknowledge as a 

community that God is engaged and 

performing amazing acts in and for us, 

bringing life and love where death and 

disease once reigned. We celebrate 

because God answers prayers, removing 

barriers to places where many still live 

and die without his Good News, bringing 

lush fruits out of the dry ground. 

We celebrate because, over the past 125 

years, at times when all was dark and 

uncertain, when bombs fell or 

earthquakes shook, when floods rose or 

famine spread, when mobs approached 

or friends fled, when persecution 

deepened or imprisonment lengthened, 

when falsehood dazzled or the truth 

dimmed, when seasons of chronic 

discomfort tempted us to doubt, in all of 

these, God did not fail us. Today, the 

church of Jesus Christ thrives in countless 

places once considered hopeless. 

Amidst the rampage of Ebola, we offered 

a sacrifice of praise, the amazing song by 

the father of the reformation, A mighty 

fortress is our God, to the hearing of 

millions around the world; and our God 

came through. With trust in God, our 

workers stand shoulder to shoulder 

today with believers in places where 

religious extremists still rampage in the 

cities and the countryside. Why do we 

celebrate? We celebrate because 

celebration restores, revives, and 

prepares us for our future. We celebrate 

because the work itself is not the highest 

goal, and we remind ourselves of this 

when we set it aside. We celebrate not 

because our past is sacred, but because 

the God who was present and active with 

us in the past is sacred, and is the same 

today and forever. What is the history of 

missions—which is to say, the history of 

the Church—in your context? What has 

God done for hearts thirsty for the 

gospel in your ministry setting? What 

reasons can you name to celebrate? 

Like the Psalmist we can say:  

  

“It is good to give thanks to the LORD 

And to sing praises to Your name, O 

Most High;  

To declare Your lovingkindness in the 

morning  

And Your faithfulness by night,  

With the ten-stringed lute and with the 

harp, 

With resounding music upon the lyre. 

For You, O LORD, have made me glad 

by what  

You have done, 

I will sing for joy at the works of Your 

hands.” 

Psalm 92: 1-4 

  

SIM, let’s celebrate our God in our 

125th year! 

 

 #Celebrate125 

  

“It is good to give thanks to the LORD 

And to sing praises to Your name, O Most 

High;  

To declare Your lovingkindness in the 

morning  

And Your faithfulness by night,  

With the ten-stringed lute and with the 

harp, 

With resounding music upon the lyre. 

For You, O LORD, have made me glad by 

what  

You have done, 

I will sing for joy at the works of Your 

hands.” 

 

Psalm 92: 1-4 

The Pioneers: SIM’s founders Thomas Kent, Walter Gowans and Rowland Bingham in an image produced to celebrate  

the 25th Anniversary of the Sudan Interior Mission in 1918 
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Access to education for many 

children in Malawi is difficult. Poor 

infrastructure and resources, pupil-

teacher ratios of 60 to 90 children to 

one teacher are not uncommon, and 

the costs of fees and uniforms are 

also prohibitive. KINDLE Orphan 

Outreach is working with the 

community it serves to overturn many 

of these obstacles through its 

Education stream of work S eeing crowds of children 

and young people walking 

to and from school is a 

common sight in Malawi. Often 

full of exuberance, singing and 

shouting as they go, these are 

the fortunate ones who are 

benefiting from some sort of 

education. 

For orphans and vulerable children, 

school is often something they only 

dream of. School fees and school 

uniforms are expensive, and books 

and equipment are also out of reach. 

The nearest school is many 

kilometres away, especially in rural 

areas, the buildings are falling apart, 

and resources are few. 

For such children in Salima, however, 

hope is at hand through KINDLE 

Orphan Outreach’s work in its 

Education stream. 

Education is one of KINDLE’s four 

main areas of work (the others being 

H e a l t h  C a r e ,  C o m m u n i t y 

Development and Spiritual Growth), 

and it approaches this work in two 

main ways; supporting orphans and 

vulnerable children in school with the 

payment of fees and provision of 

uniforms, and helping with community 

infrastructure projects to build 

schools and Community-Based Care 

Centres. 

Grace Mbene is KINDLE’s Education 

Co-ordinator and she explained how 

work in this area is carried out. 

“KINDLE as an organisation is doing a 

lot of things. Just to explain a bit 

about the KINDLE education 

The future: One of the classrooms at the almost completed M’bwezera Junior Primary School nesr Nanjoka.  
At the time of writing two blocks had been completed and a third was under construction 

 Turning education dreams into 
reality 

  The work of KINDLE Orphan Outreach is 

supported by SIM Malawi project 

MW96758 Outreach and Development in 

Nanjoka 

Grace Mbene,  

KINDLE’s Education Co-
ordinator  
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activities, KINDLE supports orphan 

and vulnerable children in terms of 

school fees. As of now we are 

supporting 103 students in different 

schools. We have got five students 

in tertiary schools and we are 

supporting M’bwezera Junior 

Primary School with the building of 

new classrooms and teachers’ 

houses,” she said. 

“One of the ways we are supporting 

schools is by supporting the best 

performers. We provide the Top 

Ten pupils with school learning 

materials such as books and pencils, 

sometimes we provide back packs. 

We hope that by offering such 

incentives, pupils will want to raise 

their own standards to be counted 

in the Top Ten students,” she said. 

M’bwezera Junior Primary School is 

an interesting place to see the 

difference the partnership between 

community and KINDLE can make. 

On one side of the campus is a 

d i l ap idated wood-and-thatch 

structure that has been the school 

building for many years. Although it 

is falling down, it will still be used for 

the older children until the new 

accommodation is ready. On the 

other side are two new teaching 

blocks ready for this year’s school 

year, and a third is under 

construction. 

Behind the school buildings are two 

new houses nearing completion 

which will be homes for the head 

teacher and deputy head. The 

community came up with the idea 

for the new buildings and 

approached KINDLE for help which 

they have given. 

“The community bought bricks 

which were used to build the blocks 

and KINDLE came up with the iron 

sheets [for the roofs], timber and 

the labour costs. So it was the 

community doing its part and the 

organisation doing its part that has 

made this development possible,” 

said Grace. 

The new blocks will house children 

in Standards One to Six, roughly 

starting from age six to age 13, but 

the starting and finishing ages can 

vary a great deal. 

“Here in Malawi children do not 

know the value of education, so for 

them to start in Standard One they 

start at an older age, but normally 

we want a child at age six to start in 

Standard One,” said Grace.  

“But, just because of not valuing 

education and parents not showing 

attention in sending their children to 

school at an early stage, such as age 

six as recommended by the 

Government, it is not unusual for 

them to reach Standard Eight as late 

as age 18. Normally at age 18 a child 

is meant to be at secondary school.”  

The new blocks, when completed, 

 

In the next issue of Malawi Amoto, 

we will look more closely at the work 

of KINDLE in Community 

Development 

 

The Past: Across the campus is the ‘old’ M’bwezera Junior Primary School which was still in use until very recently, 

even in its dilapidated state! 
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will house 350 or more children who 

will come from the local communities 

within the KINDLE catchment area. 

Important as this Primary School is to 

this community, more is needed. 

Currently, for example, the nearest 

secondary school is a good distance 

away, and providing secondary 

education is high on KINDLE’s ‘to do’ 

list, as Grace explained. 

“In our plans, this 

school will be 

completed to 

reach up to 

Standard Eight,” 

she said. 

“After this, our 

vision is also to 

have a Secondary 

School. We cannot 

only assist these 

children to have a 

primary school 

course, while the 

existing secondary 

school is a bit far; 

a l m o s t  1 5 

kilometres away.  

“Our plan is to have a closer 

secondary school so that our children 

here should have a chance to go to a 

course at a secondary school. About 

80 per cent of children in our 

catchment area are using the projects 

that KINDLE is doing. The children, 

and their parents and guardians, are 

appreciating the developments that 

the organisation is doing. So, we are 

thinking that as the project is growing 

bigger, like having the vision of 

building the secondary school, our 

aim is that we are going to support 

the education of a lot of people 

around this community.” 

Thanks to support for fees and 

uniforms, and helping the community 

to develop infrastructure projects, a 

good education for children in the 

Nanjoka area may not need to be a 

dream in the future due to KINDLE 

O r p h a n  O u t r e a c h  a n d  i t s 

partnerships with local communities. 

 

Community outreach: KINDLE has helped to provide a pre-school community base in one of the local villages, and 
the children are very excited to be able to go to the school! 
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 The end of 2017 and the start of 

2018 are turning out to be a time 

of celebration and change for SIM 

Malawi’s partner in outreach to 

unreached people groups, 

Mthenga Wabwino 

  

A  new National Co-

ordinator designate, a 

new group of graduates 

and a new In-Depth Training 

Course: these are just three 

reasons why there is much to 

celebrate for Mthenga Wabwino 

now. 

A Graduation Ceremony to mark the 

end of the In-Depth Course run 

throughout 2017, was held in 

November  a t  t he  B l an t y re 

Community Church. This was an 

opportunity for the students, their 

families and church leaders to come 

to ge t he r  to  ce l eb ra t e  an d 

congratulate those who had 

successfully completed the course. 

“The In-Depth Course, as its name 

implies, is an intensive period of study 

which prepares students better to 

reach out to their neighbours who 

may be from unreached people 

groups or from other world 

religions,” said Nico Bontenbal, 

National Co-ordinator for Mthenga 

Wabwino. 

“The students have to put a lot of 

work in, both in the seminars and 

also on their own, before they sit 

exams at the end of the course. Not 

only that, a number travel long 

distances to attend the regular 

lessons which, up to now, have been 

held in Blantyre.” 

The Top Student for the Class of 

2017, Revd Lyton Kilowe from the 

CCAP Blantyre Synod, spoke about 

his desire to reach out to his unsaved 

and unreached neighbours. 

Cover Story 

 Reaching out: celebration and 
change 

 The work of Mthenga Wabwino is 

supported by SIM Malawi project 

#MW96653 

Graduation 2017: Successful candidates and supporters celebrate at the graduation ceremony for the 2017 Mthenga 
Wabwino intensive course 

National Co-ordinator 

designate: Yunusu Mataka 

addressing the Graduation Ceremony 
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“I am passionate about reaching out, 

especially to those who are 

worshipping a god who is not the 

True God. This course has prepared 

me better to assist the Church to 

reach out to people and to help bring 

them to a true knowledge of Jesus 

Christ.” 

The distances travelled by some 

students has led Nico and his team at 

Mthenga Wabwino to look at 

developing a new In-Depth Course 

which will be delivered in the North 

of Malawi.  

“There is a lot of demand for the 

course from people in the North, and 

often students travel every couple of 

weeks to Blantyre from towns and 

villages in that region, which is a big 

commitment,” he said. 

“We are hoping that, by starting a 

course based near Mzuzu, we will be 

able to attract more people from the 

North where there is a great need to 

train Christians in outreach to 

unreached groups and people from 

other religions.” 

The third significant occurrence for 

M t h e n g a  W a b w i n o  i s  t h e 

appointment of a new National Co-

ordinator: Yunusu Mataka. 

Yunusu brings some special insights 

to the job which will be fully his later 

this year when Nico Bontenbal 

returns to his native Holland. Yunusu 

was born to a Yao father and 

Tumbuka mother .  When he 

converted to Christianity he found 

some family hosti l ity to his 

conversion. 

 “Having gone through this, I think I 

am in a good place to be able to train 

people how to deal with those who 

become Christians and go through 

similar situations. I hope that this will 

help us as we take Mthenga Wabwino 

forward.” 

As he works through the transition 

period with Nico, Yunusu is very 

much aware of the strong foundations 

on which he will be able to build, and 

his own experience of dealings with 

Mthenga Wabwino in the past will 

also stand him in good stead. 

“I first became aware of the project 

when I came in contact with Mthenga 

Wabwino at the 2008 SIM Malawi 

Pastors’ Book Set Conference in 

Mzuzu. Since then I have worked with 

Mthenga Wabwino, and have seen 

how the organisation has developed,” 

he said. 

“I want to continue with the range of 

training events which Mthenga 

Wabwino currently runs. There are 

one- and two-day events up to the In-

Depth course and, through these, 

many people have gained valuable 

insights into how to reach out to 

their neighbours. I think the Church 

has been blessed by these events, and 

I will look to continue this work. 

“Another important area to develop 

is the provision of good-quality 

Christian books in local languages. 

We have a range in Chichewa, and 

are developing more in Chiyao and 

Chitumbuka. There are a number of 

titles which are currently in 

production, and having such materials 

in people’s own languages will 

continue to be a vital area of work. 

 “All of this, building on the past and 

developing new ideas, gives me a 

good deal of confidence for the future 

of Mthenga Wabwino. I hope and 

pray that the voice of the Good 

Messenger will be heard for many 

years to come across Malawi, and 

further afield,” he said. 

Yunusu’s Prayer Points 
Please pray for: 

 
1. Wisdom 

1. As he works through plans and ideas, that he may find the right path 
 

2. People to be targeted 
For Christians that they may deepen their faith and be better disciples, and 

also for the unreached and those of other world faiths 
 

3. Family 
As his family depends on Yunusu, pray that he can find the right balance 

between work and family and also be financially supportive 

Training: Students at a session of the In-Depth Training Course ruun by 
Mthenga Wabwino 
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KAIROS is a foundational course on 

world Christian mission. It brings out 

God’s heart for all the nations of the 

world and His desire to use His people to 

be a blessing to them. KAIROS 

emphasises the importance of ministering 

to cultures that still have few or no 

indigenous churches. Thanks to an 

invitation from SIM Malawi, KAIROS is 

now being made available here 

 

A round 40 church leaders from 

a number of different 

denominations across Malawi 

came together in Blantyre to be 

inspired to take a fresh look at 

mobilising their churches under the 

banner of the KAIROS course. 

KAIROS came out of the Simply Mobilizing 

movement, an organisation set up in 2015 

but with roots going back to the 1970s in 

The Philippines. KAIROS is seen as a course 

aimed at mobilising the local Church. 

“All too often, people in the local Church see 

mission as a ministry, but not one which 

necessarily involves them,” said Keith Koster 

(pictured left), South African Regional Director 

for Simply Mobilizing. 

“Once they have been on a KAIROS course, 

their view on mission and mobilising is totally 

changed and they see it as the heartbeat of 

God.” 

Malawi is the latest of 82 countries in which 

KAIROS has been established, and the hope 

is that, because of the diversity of church 

leaders attending the Blantyre event, there 

will be an increased outpouring of mission 

and mobilisation in the country. 

“Surprisingly, people often wonder what 

God’s teaching on mission is or even if 

mission is biblical,” said Keith. 

“So, we work through three steps in the 

beginning of a KAIROS course. We have an 

overview of scripture to look at mission. 

Then we look at mission in the Old 

Testament and finally mission in the New 

Testament. By the end of this, people see 

that not only is it biblical it is at the heart of 

God.  

“Once we have laid this Biblical foundation, 

we go on to cover the historical, strategic 

and cultural elements of mission as well. 

“We hope that, through KAIROS, we can 

build up a body of people who can become 

champions for mission and mobilising in their 

churches and communities,” he said. 

One of the delegates on the course was 

Revd Alexious Midian. He said: “I have come 

on the course so I can be equipped to lead 

missions in my church across south-west 

Malawi.  

“The challenge of the course is how can we 

convince people to be more involved in 

mission and how can we mobilise them to 

get involved in this work.” 

The five-day course uses a mixture of 

presentations from the facilitators, ‘Growth 

Groups’ (smaller groups which are facilitated 

KAIROS – connecting with God’s 
heart for mission 

KAIROS Blantyre: Church leaders taking part in the KAIROS Course in Blantyre 

The work of KAIROS is supported by 

SIM Malawi project 

MW96753 Mission Advancement 

Fund 
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and allow for discussions between the 

participants), and a work book which links 

things together. But this is only part of the 

course. 

A second, two-day element of KAIROS 

allows people who have taken part in the 

initial training to go on to be trained as 

facilitators. But once that is completed, they 

are not able to go out and set up courses on 

their own. 

 “We train people and then we mentor 

them,” said Keith. 

“Once someone has gone through Facilitator 

Training, they are able to participate as a 

Facilitator in KAIROS courses. Our objective 

is to train and raise up Head Facilitators of 

whom some will, hopefully, go on to  lead 

courses and form an indigenous national 

team. 

“Over that time, the local facilitators can 

develop to become fully fledged Head 

Facilitators in their own right and can then 

start to run their own courses. It is a very 

hands-on development, but we think it is 

important to ensure that people not only 

understand the KAIROS course and ethos 

but also are well grounded in the biblical 

perspectives of mission and mobilising.” 

Revd Reuben Kachala was already looking 

forward to this aspect of the KAIROS 

course. 

“I am on the course because I feel that 

mobilisation is my calling,” he said. 

“Malawi needs mobilisers with the skills to 

prepare people for mission. I have signed up 

for the Facilitators Course because I want to 

be able to take the skills we learn at KAIROS, 

to use them across Malawi.” 

As the first group of pastors takes advantage 

of the course, the hope is that a National Co-

ordination Team will emerge which will be 

able to run KAIROS in Malawi. Using local 

people at this level, as well as at local-church 

level, is a vital part of the ethos behind the 

course. By working in this way, it is hoped 

that KAIROS will be more fully ‘owned’ in 

each place it is developed. 

“Looking ahead from this event I have a 

couple of areas for which I would value 

prayer,” said Keith. 

“The first is that people will take all that has 

been imparted and received from this course, 

and that it helps turn the training into a 

strategic movement in Malawi, with many 

people getting involved with mission and 

mobilising. 

“Second, I pray that KAIROS will help to 

break down barriers between churches. 

Seeing so many pastors from so many 

different churches at this event gives me hope 

that the fences will start to come down, and a 

mission and mobilising movement will come 

out of Malawi,” he said.  

Training exercise: Top ‘Missionaries’ are briefed on the language and 

culture of an unreached people group  to which they are being ‘sent’  
Centre The ‘people group’ going about its business  

Bottom The first encounter of the ‘people group’ by the ‘missionaries’ 




