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It is July and that, for SIM Malawi 

missionaries, can mean only one 

thing – the annual Spiritual Life 

Conference. Here we look at our 

new location and what our 

speakers will be bringing 

 

J uly means one thing for SIM 

M a l a w i  m i s s i o n a r i e s , 

Spiritual Life Conference 

(SLC) and the annual pilgrimage 

to Kamuzu Academy. Well that 

has been the case for a few 

years, but SLC2017 has a new 

look and a new venue: Blue 

Waters Hotel near Salima. 

SLC2017, which will run from 24th-

29th July, will still be the usual mix of 

Bible teaching, prayer, catching up, 

relaxing and fun, but this time with 

Lake Malawi as the backdrop! The 

Conference is being put together by 

a small team, Pete and Jo Ong, Helen 

Fazakerley and Carolyn Moore, who 

have been working for several 

months to pull things together. 

The Bible teaching this year will be 

led by two speakers.  

Pastor John Thomas is the Senior 

Pastor of King of Kings Baptist 

Church – formerly Fish Hoek Baptist 

Church – in Cape Town. He is the 

founder of a Church-based HIV and 

AIDS organisation called ‘Living 

Hope’, which was 

originally started 

to meet the HIV 

and AIDS needs 

within its greater 

community. 

John will be 

speaking on ‘The 

God who cares’, 

looking broadly at 

the character of 

God and the 

Biblical basis for 

co m p a s s i o n a t e 

care for the poor, 

needy and the 

vulnerable.   

 Mark Conard and his wife, 

Stacey ,  were church-planting 

missionaries in rural western Zambia 

for six years during which they came 

to realise the need for pastoral care 

in the missionary community. In the 

years following, Mark served as a 

military chaplain in both Iraq and 

Afghanistan, after which they joined 

SIM. Mark and Stacey worked with 

the SIM South Sudan team while 

living in Nairobi, Kenya. Today, Mark 

is a Chaplain with the SIM Health 

Ministries Team and promotes 

spiritual vitality within SIM. 

Mark will be leading an afternoon 

session on the member-care aspect 

of taking care of ourselves against 

compassion fatigue as we seek to 

show compassionate care to others. 

In addition to the programme for the 

adults, the ‘Young SIM-ers’ will be 

catered for with their own 

programme of teaching and fun, no 

doubt making use of the resort’s 

swimming pool and the Lake! 

“We are excited by the new 

location, and we think it will be a 

good place for people to come and 

learn more from God, catch up with 

friends and just chill for a few days,” 

said Pete Ong. 

“Having SLC on the banks of Lake 

Malawi will open up new possibilities 

but fellowshipping together around 

God’s Word and prayer will still be 

at the centre of what happens.” 

Speakers for SLC2017: John Thomas  (left) and Mark 
Conard (right) 

SLC2017 
Blue Waters Hotel, Salima 

24-29 July 

A change is as good as 
a rest! 

Prayer Points 
  

1. 

Please pray for the organising team as 

they complete preparations for 

SLC2017. 

2.  

Please pray for safety in travelling for all 

attending SLC2017. 

3.  

Please pray for our speakers and those 

leading the children’s work as they 

prepare their topics. 

4.  

Please pray for God to re-energise the 

SIM Malawi team as we enjoy Him in a 

beautiful part of His creation. 
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Sunday School Teachers United of 

Malawi (STUM) has an unique way of 

working and is now pioneering a new way 

of teaching Sunday School Teachers 

 

T he phrase ‘Training of 

Trainers’ is common in 

Malawi. This is a training 

event where the delegates, 

having received training, go back to 

their church or community to pass on 

their newly acquired knowledge and 

skills to other people. SIM Malawi’s 

partner Sunday School Teachers 

United in Malawi recently held an event 

in Salima, in the Central Region, which 

could be described as ‘Training the Co-

ordinators’. 

STUM has an interesting way of equipping 

Sunday School Teachers. It operates a   three

-tier system under the auspices of its National 

Office.  

It starts at the grassroots with ‘Clusters’: a 

grouping of churches from different 

denominations in a particular geographic area; 

it may be within a town or a group of villages.  

Above this, it has ‘Zones’: a gathering 

together of a number of Clusters.  

Finally, it has ‘Districts’ which are a collection 

of Zones.  
Each of these three layers has a committee to 

oversee the work and, while it may seem 

very bureaucratic, it does work. 

The recent training event was for the Salima 

District and was for the Training Co-

ordinators from the Zones it serves. 

“Salima is the first District to have all of its 

Zones in place,” said John Msowoya, 

Country Director for STUM. 

“Each of the Zones has two Training Co-

ordinators, and the idea behind this training is 

that they can go back to work with their 

Clusters and with individual Sunday School 

Teachers to ensure that all have the best 

training possible. 

“This is very much part of the philosophy of 

STUM as we are working to have well 

trained and resourced Sunday School 

Teachers in all churches in Malawi,” he said. 

The three-day event included learning songs 

and games as well as going through a work 

book which contains a number of Sunday 

School lessons. All delegates were also 

equipped with a pack of resources to help 

them in their future work. 
While the main aim of the training was to 

equip trainers to go into their Zones, there 

was a second purpose to it. 

“Training the Training Co-ordinators to go 

back to their Zones and train others will ease 

the burden on the STUM National Office,” 

said John. 

Sunday School Teacher Training in 
the right ‘Zone’! 

SIM Malawi’s work with STUM and Sunday School Teacher 
Training is supported by SIM Malawi Project MW 96556 
Christian Education Resources  

Sunday School teachers learning a clapping song from the STUM song book which they, in turn, will teach teachers in 
their Zones to enable them teach the children 
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“We have a small team of six, and much of 

the training so far has fallen to us. If we can 

start training others to go back to Zones and 

Clusters, then it will release the National 

Office to do more strategic work. We will 

still continue to do training, keeping in close 

touch with the work that goes on across the 

organisation. 

“This is the first time we have done this kind 

of training, so we will need to look at how it 

goes and then see how we can take it further. 

So far, nine Districts have completed the 

work of planting their Zones so there is 

scope for more of this kind of training. Then 

as other Districts complete planting Zones, 

we will roll it out to them as well.” 

The relationship between STUM and SIM 

Malawi goes back to 2012 when John first 

shared his vision for Sunday School Teacher 

training with Jim Young who heads up SIM 

Malawi’s work in this area. 

“John shared his visions for setting up 

committees to help run the training of 

Sunday School Teachers,” said Jim. 

“Two members of my team went to an 

event John was running in Kasungu to find 

out more about it, and they reported back 

about the training and the vision. It seemed a 

viable way of working, so we set up a 

partnership between SIM Malawi and STUM. 

“Certainly, with so many committees and 

groups, there are challenges, not least in 

mobilising people to do the work and to 

keep up the enthusiasm for it.   

“But the system works, and Sunday School 

Teachers are being well trained and 

equipped. 

“We are at an important stage in the 

development of STUM. This training event is 

likely to be the first to make sure the Training 

Co-ordinators are well equipped. But then 

we need to do the same with Outreach Co-

ordinators, Sports Co-ordinators and so on. 

“We will face challenges, such as making sure 

people are properly equipped and trained, 

and it will cost money to do all of this. But the 

good news is our relationship is strong and 

we are making progress in making sure 

Sunday School Teachers and others working 

in this area are trained and equipped,” he said. 

The impact of the Salima training event was 

summed up by one of the delegates, Esther 

Chisale, a Training Co-ordinator from the 

District. 

“Salima will be changed because of this 

training,” she said. 

“We will carry everything we have learned 

when we go back to our Zones and teach 

the Sunday School Teachers, so our teachers 

and our children will be changed because of 

this training.” 

Prayer Points 
  

Jim’s prayer points are all for the STUM national team which oversees the work. 

1. 

Please pray for John Msowoya as Country Director  

as he guides the team and the work of STUM 

2.  

Please pray for the team at the National Office.    

Pray that they stay motivated and keep their eyes on God  

and what they are doing for Him. 

Pray that they are able to develop their gifts and they can support  

John in giving good leadership to STUM. 

Learning a ’guessing game’ to play with the children. The blindfolded person has to identify where in the circle a noise 
comes from; if they guess correctly the person who made the noise puts on the blindfold and the game continues 
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Sports Friends Malawi and the 

Evangelical Baptist Church of Malawi 

came together for a Basic Training 

event in Balaka, in Central Malawi, 

and two major milestones were 

achieved 

 

A  recent Basic Training 

event, held by the 

Evangelical Baptist Church 

of Malawi (EBCM) in Balaka district 

in Central Malawi, saw two notable 

landmarks achieved. The first was 

that this was the first such training 

event the EBCM had organised and 

funded on its own. The second 

milestone was marked on day one 

of the three-day event. That day, 22 

June 2017, was exactly five years 

since the first-ever Sports Friends 

Malawi Basic Training camp was 

held. 

As a denomination, EBCM has a total of 

around 350 churches situated in the 

eastern and central part of Malawi. Of 

these, around 75 already have trained 

sports coaches/ministers who are 

working with the youth of the churches. 

Peterson Kaipa was appointed as the 

National Sports Co-ordinator for EBCM 

and he has been trained by Sports 

Friends Malawi, but this was the first 

event his Church had staged on its own. 

“I am just thanking God that this is the 

first Basic Training that EBCM has 

sponsored,” he said. 

“It is a great opportunity for us as a 

Church to be able to train our own 

coaches. Our plan is to roll out this 

training across the whole of EBCM so 

that all of our 350 churches will have well 

trained sports coaches and ministers to 

take the work forward.” 

EBCM is the second major 

denomination, after the Africa Evangelical 

Church (AEC), with which Sports 

Friends Malawi has worked over the last 

five years. A third denomination, the 

Baptist Convention of Malawi 

(BACOMA), will soon be brought on 

board when its first group of coaches will 

go through Basic Training. 

All of this is a long way from 2012 when 

Luke Voight, the out-going Co-ordinator, 

and Pastor Fostance Mtolo, the new 

Team Leader, held their first basic 

training with a group of coaches from 

AEC. 

Two milestones achieved  
on one day! 

The work of Sports Friends Malawi is supported by SIM 
Malawi Project MW 96754 Sports Friends Malawi 

The first wholly EBCM-organised basic training on the fifth anniversary of the first Sports Friends Malawi basic 
training 
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“We have certainly seen God’s hand at 

work since we started in 2012 to where 

we are today,” said Fostance. 

“We have seen Sports Friends Malawi 

grow to include almost all of the AEC 

churches, and now into the EBCM and 

soon working with BACOMA. Working 

with new denominations will be the way 

that Sports Friends Malawi will grow in 

the future. 

“But as we develop links with new 

denominations, we make sure that we 

maintain links with those who have gone 

before. So, just because we are now 

establishing ourselves with EBCM, it 

does not mean we will just dump the 

AEC!  

“We have very good links with them and 

we shall continue to strengthen them as 

we work together.” 

But, as we recently reported in Malawi 
Amoto, there are some significant changes 

about to take place within Sports Friends 

Malawi. Luke Voight, who set the work 

up with Fostance in 2012, is returning to 

the USA and has stepped down from the 

post of Co-ordinator. Fostance will 

continue the work which Luke did, both 

in terms of the day-to-day running of the 

ministry and also helping with training 

events and camps. Despite these 

changes, both Fostance and Peterson are 

confident that the strong relationship 

that is being built between Sports Friends 

Malawi and EBCM will continue. 
“I am confident that our relationship will 

continue to develop in the future,” said 

Peterson. 

“It is no joke when I say we want to have 

sports ministers in all of our 350 

churches. This will be hard work, but I 

am determined that, with the help of 

God and Sports Friends Malawi, we can 

achieve this.” 

And Fostance is equally confident for the 

future for Sports Friends Malawi and the 

way they are rolling out the ministry into 

new denominations. 
“Rolling out training to all of the 350 

EBCM churches and developing the new 

relationship with the Baptist Convention 

will keep us busy over the next few 

years,” he said. 

“We will continue to look for more new 

opportunities to develop and expand our 

work, and I pray that God will help me in 

my new leadership to be able to 

accomplish all of these things.” 

Prayer Points 
  

Peterson 

 

Please pray for finances for the EBCM work as it moves forward. 

2.  

Please pray for Peterson as the Co-ordinator as he looks to roll the programme out to all 

EBCM churches. He says: “I will need the guidance of the Holy Spirit as I do this work.” 

Fostance 

1.  

Please pray for training activities and camps which will be happening in the coming months: 

these include Basic Training events, Training of Trainers, Coaches’ Training and sports 

camps. 

2.  

Please pray for safety in travel when our teams are going to these various events. 

3.  

Please pray for Fostance in his new leadership position. He says: “I pray that God would 

keep using me and I would have confidence enough as I am now a full-time Team Leader.” 

Two female coaches studying the Sports Friends Malawi workbook together 
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Tiyamike Sewing 
Gradutation 2017 

 Congratulations 
and best wishes for 

the future … 
 

to the 2017 

Graduates at the 

Evangelical Bible 

College of Malawi 

and  

Tiyamike Sewing. 

Evangelical Bible 
College of  Malawi 
Graduation 2017 
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Over the last 18 months, Watson 

Rajaratnam has been busy with the 

Malawi Mission Initiative (MMI), 

working in three key areas with the 

Malawian Church 

 

T he work of the Malawi 

Mission Initiative over the 

last 18 or so months has 

been centring on three main 

areas: mission motivation, 

mission mobilisation and mission 

mentoring. Heading up this work 

has been SIM Malawi’s Co-

ordinator for New Initiatives, 

Watson Rajaratnam. 

In terms of Motivation and 

Mobilisation, Watson has been 

working closely with the three key 

Malawian Denominations: The Africa 

Evangelical Church (AEC) – SIM 

Malawi’s partner church, Zmabezi 

Evangelical Chrch (ZEC), Baptist 

Convention of Malawi (BACOMA) 

and some individual congregations of 

the Church of Central Africa 

Presbyterian (CCAP). 

“I realised that within these 

denominations there was a great need 

to motivate and mobilise them to get 

them to understand that mission is the 

heartbeat of God, and it should be the 

heartbeat of the church too,” said 

Watson. 

“Working with them has opened 

many doors for me to preach in all of 

them about mission and discipleship, 

because the end-product of 

discipleship should be mission.” 

Apart from serving these three 

churches, Watson has also been 

working closely with the Baptist 

Theological College in Lilongwe and 

the Evangelical Bible College of Malawi 

(EBCoM) in Blantyre. 

“I have been conducting seminars at 

both colleges, for students and faculty 

members, concentrating on the 

importance of making mission the 

focus of theological education, in 

order to produce mission-minded 

pastors as well as future missionaries 

from Malawi.” He said. 

“As a result of these motivational and 

The Malawi Mission Prayer Fellowship team in Mzuzu in the North of Malawi 

Motivating, Mobilising, Mentoring 
an untapped gold mine for mission 

The work of the Malawi Mission Initiative is supported by SIM Malawi 
Project MW 96753 Mission Advancement Fund 
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mobilisation talks, and preaching, 

churches have been gradually moving 

forward in their understanding of 

Missions and in their partnership with 

God in His mission. The AEC, in 

particular, has been positive in 

identifying one of its pastors as a 

candidate for cross-border missionary 

work. Revd Gusty Makhutcha and his 

wife Elina are currently undergoing 

training to prepare them to move to 

Mozambique to work among the Yao 

people in that country.” 

The Mission Mentoring work has been 

with a small group of EBCoM students 

who will, after graduation, work as 

pastors within the AEC.  

He has delivered a wide range of 

lectures and seminars aimed at making 

them think about their own role 

within the Church and also the role of 

mission. 

“We started with a series of talks 

looking at the challenges facing pastors 

in the Church today and have moved 

on to discipleship and mission.” He 

said. 

Another key outcome of Watson’s 

work, and also as a follow-up to the 

Pastors’ Book Set Conferencesin 

Mzuzu, Lilongwe and Blantyre, has 

been the setting up the Malawi 

Mission Prayer Fellowship (MMPF) in 

each of these three key cities. Each 

MMPF is made up of ten to 12 pastors 

who come together once a month to 

pray specifically for unreached people 

groups and the mission of the Church. 

“I think that the MMPF will have a 

major role to play in the development 

of mission in Malawi,” said Watson. 

“These pastors and leaders gather 

every month to pray for mission, and I 

am certain that out of these groups, in 

these three strategic cities, will come 

candidates for cross-border mission. I 

also think that these groups will 

identify candidates from their 

churches and their denominations to 

go forward for missionary training. 

They are that important.” 

Looking forward, Watson is excited 

by the untapped potential, not just of 

Malawi but other Southern African 

countries as well, when it comes to 

cross-border mission work. 

“I believe that Malawi and other 

African countries are nothing but a 

gold mine for world missions, which is 

yet to be tapped for God’s missionary 

purposes. 

“If we can continue with the same 

spirit, the same prayer and the same 

focus, I believe we will see the 

Malawian Church becoming a 

missionary-praying Church, a 

missionary-giving Church, a missionary

-sending Church and a missionary-

going Church. I want to see this 

process happening in the next couple 

of years so we see more Malawians 

moving into the mission field and 

serving in cross-border missions.” 

Prayer Points 
  

1. 

Please pray for the Malawi Mission Initiative and its members from many denominations as 

they come together to create mission-awareness among Malawian churches and help in the 

process of sending missionaries. 

2.  

Please pray for the Makhutchas as they continue to work with SIM Malawi, raise the 

financial and prayer support they need, and prepare to go to Mozambique to work among 

the Yao people. 

3.  

Please pray for the Malawi Mission Prayer Fellowship to function effectively, that there will 

not just be missionary-praying but that missionary candidates would also come out of these 

Fellowships in Mzuzu, Lilongwe and Blantyre. 

Revd Gusty Makhutcha and his wife Elina who are being prepared to serve as 
missionaries in Mozambique 




