
S IM Malawi’s partner, 
Mthenga Wabwino, which 
is engaged in outreach to 

unreached people groups, has 
been designated a SIM 
International ‘Priority Project’.  
 
Promoted to a larger audience 
This means that for the next two or 
three years Mthenga Wabwino will 
be promoted by SIM International 
across a much wider audience than 
normal. 

Prayer the priority 
“For us it is important to be 
designated as a Priority Project. 
Why? In the first place it is because 
of prayer,” he said. 
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Prayer at the heart of 
everything 

Mthenga Wabwino  
(Good Messenger in ChiChewa) has been 

designated a  
SIM International Priority Project.  

National Co-ordinator Nico Bontenbal  
explains what this means for the organisation 

Top: The Yao People Group is one of the main unreached people groups with which Mthenga Wabwino is 
working. Below: Pastors from different Malawian denominations networking at a training event 



“We see that Priority Projects are 
advertised more widely, and this 
means there is a good chance that 
more people will hear about us and 
our work, and more people will be 
able to pray for the work. Prayer is 
at the heart of evangelism and I am 
excited that this will happen.” 
 
Malawi seen as a Christian country 
Mthenga Wabwino’s work is to 
reach out to unreached people 
groups in Malawi. For many, this may 
seem strange, as Malawi is seen as a 
predominantly ‘Christian’ country. 
But there are many from other faiths 
or no-faith backgrounds who remain 
unreached. The Yao people group 
around Lake Malawi and the 
mountains into Mozambique are a 
case in point. 
To reach these people groups, 
Mthenga Wabwino works in three 
main areas: provision of good-quality 
literature, training seminars and 
networking.  
Nico and his small team are currently 
working on a number of literature 
projects. This work encompasses the 
translation of books, including ‘King 
of Glory’ which is a chronological 

Bible Study written and designed 
specifically for non-Christians. 
 
Positive feedback 
“We read this book and then gave it 
to a small group of people in Malawi 
to read. The feedback we got from 
them was positive and so we decided 
to translate the book into some of 
the main local languages, said Nico. 
“The ChiChewa version is now at 
the printers, and we are finalising the 
ChiYao version which we hope will 
be printed soon. That leaves the 
ChiTumbuka version which is a little 
further behind in the process. In 
addition to the book, there is a King 
of Glory movie, and we hope later 
this year to start translating the 
script of that into ChiChewa and 
ChiYao and then dubbing the film in 
those languages.” 
 
Range of training courses 
The training element of its work sees 
Mthenga Wabwino providing a range 
of courses for the Malawian Church. 
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The work of Mthenga Wabwino  

is supported by  

SIM Malawi project  

MW 96653 Mthenga Wabwino 

If you are interested in working with SIM in 
Malawi, please consider working among 

unreached people groups. We have a number 
of long-term job opportunities currently 

available. 
You can find out more about Mthenga 
Wabwino by watching the “Prayer at 
the Heart of Everything” video at  

http://www.simmalawi.org/media-gallery/movies/projects
-spotlight/prayer-at-the-heart-of-everything.php 

Top: Delegates attending an extensive training course looking at outreach to unreached people groups.  
Below: Cover of ‘King of Glory’ a major resource being translated into ChiChewa (Mfumu ya Ulemelero) and 

ChiYao (Mwenye jwa Lumbili) 
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One aspect is ‘Training of Trainers’ 

in which individuals from churches or 
denominations are trained in 
evangelism and then go back and 
train people in their local situations. 
There is also an intensive course 
running for about 20 pastors in 
which they are given more in-depth 
training in outreach to unreached 
people groups, with a view to them 
being able to do this work and also 
training others in such outreach. 
 
Inter-denominational networking 
The third area of work is 
networking, and Nico explained the 
importance of this in a Malawian 
context: “What we see in the 

Malawian Church is that there are a 
large number of denominations and 
often they do not speak to each 
other. By bringing pastors from 
different denominations to our 
training events we are encouraging 
them to talk to each other and share 
ideas and experiences.  
“This means that people start to see 

some of the failings of their own 
denominations but also where their 
strengths are, and this can be 
encouraging and motivate people. 

“It also allows us to demonstrate 

how evangelism and outreach to 
unreached people groups is better 
done in collaborative working rather 
than trying to do things on your 
own.” 
 
A valuable resource 
Looking ahead to the next 12 
months or so as a designated Priority 
Project, Nico hopes that the new 
status of the ministry will bring 
benefits to an important group of 
people involved in the work – 
Regional Co-ordinators. 
“I mentioned the importance of 

prayer and I would ask for prayer for 
our Regional Co-ordinators,” he said. 
“Often these are people who live and 

work in tough areas, and often they 
are under-resourced. We need to 
make sure that they are better 
supported and that they stay focused 
and motivated to do the work of 
Mthenga Wabwino in their areas, 
especially when it comes to their 
role in training others in how to 
reach out to unreached groups.” 
 
Difficult-to-reach group 
“Our work with the Yao people 

group will also be important in the 
next year or so. They can be a 
difficult people to reach out to, so 

we will need to have more training 
sessions to teach people how to do 
this and then have them teach others 
and do the outreach as well. We will 
need more good-quality literature 
available in their language to help 
with this work. The King of Glory 
book and movie, and other titles we 
are looking at, will help in this. 
“But above all, we need prayer,” he 

said. 
 
Young organisation 
“Mthenga Wabwino is still a 

comparatively young organisation. 
We have been in Malawi for only 
about ten years and, while more 
people are getting to know about us 
and our work, there is still much to 
be done. I am always encouraged to 
see that the SIM logo includes ‘By 

Prayer’. Prayer is the most important 

aspect of evangelism. You can train 
as many people as you can, you can 
equip them with good-quality 
literature, but if they are not praying, 
or you are not praying, then you will 
not see fruit. 
“Over the next year, as we become 

better known as a Priority Project, I 
hope that our prayer base will grow 
and that this will help us to take the 
work forward.” 
  

Nico’s Prayer Requests 
1 

Please pray for the Regional Co-
ordinators, as they work to reach out 
to unreached people in their areas 

and train others to do this. 
2 

Please Pray for Mthenga Wabwino as 
an organisation, that it would have 

the right priorities and would 
continue to do the work of God. 

3 
Please pray for Malawi. It is seen as 
a Christian country but many are still 

unreached. Pray for more workers 
because the harvest is plentiful but 

the workers are few. 

Graduates and their wives from the first year-long, intensive training course looking at outreach to unreached 
people groups 



S ix years ago, in 2011, Luke 
and Becca Voight arrived 
in Malawi as Short-Term 

Associates to set up the Sports 
Friends Malawi work. In the 
early days, Sports Friends 
Malawi worked exclusively with 
the Africa Evangelical Church 
(AEC).  
The Voights returned, briefly, to the 
USA and became long-term members 
of SIM. In the last few years they 
have started to expand the work of 
Sports Friends Malawi into other 
church groupings and denominations, 
as news of its approach to sports 
ministry has spread. 
 

New Team Leader in June 
Working with the Voights for all this 
time has been Pastor Fostance Mtolo 
who divides his time between Sports 
Friends Malawi and his role as pastor 
of the AEC at Soche on the outskirts 
of Blantyre. In June, when Luke and 
Becca return to new work in the 
USA, Fostance will take over as 
Team Leader of Sports Friends 
Malawi. 
“Always, when you take on a new 
position like this, there are challenges 
that need to be faced,” said Fostance. 
“But, by God’s help, I am sure I can 
take on these challenges and make 
sure Sports Friends Malawi continues 
to develop in the future. One thing I 
am looking forward to is seeing how, 
with God’s help, we can develop 
sports ministry as an outreach to 
unreached people.” 
Luke is equally confident about the 
future of Sports Friends Malawi 
under the guidance of its new leader. 
 

Not cutting ties 
“It has been a real pleasure working 
with Fostance over the past six 
years, and just seeing the way he has 
grown into the ministry and 
developed as a person,” he said. 
“But we will not be cutting our ties 
with Sports Friends Malawi, even 
when we are back in the USA. We 
have invested six years into this 
work, and it has been challenging and 
rewarding in equal measure. It is part 
of us: Becca and I will be keeping a 
close eye on Fostance and the team, 
and we will always be at the end of 
an email or Skype call if he needs our 
counsel.” 
Also keeping an eye on the work in 
Malawi will be Berhanu Kebede, 
Sports Friends Director East and 
Southern Africa. Based in Ethiopia, 
Berhanu was one of the founders of 
the Sports Friends work which is 
now worldwide. 
“Sports Friends was set up in 
Ethiopia around 2001 when Bruce 
Davidson and Tripp Johnston came 
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Passing on the Sports 
Friends ‘mantle’ 

June will see a significant change in the 
leadership of Sports Friends Malawi.  

Recent discussions have helped pave the way for 
a smooth transition as current  

Director, Luke Voight  
explains 

The work of Sports Friends Malawi  

is supported by  

SIM Malawi project  

MW 96754 Sports Friends Malawi 

Luke, Berhanu and Fostance 



to my country on a mission visit 
from SIM International in Charlotte, 
South Carolina,” he said. 
 
Youth with nothing to do 
“We realised that generally in Africa, 
and particularly in Ethiopia, around 
70 percent of young men have 
nothing to do: this meant they were 
getting into all kinds of trouble. 
There was a feeling that if we could 
develop some sort of sports 
ministry, using football, aimed at 
these young men we could start to 
turn their lives around and that was 
how Sports Friends started. 
“The work in Malawi has developed 
very well under the guidance of Luke 
and Fostance and it has been 
encouraging to see how they have 
engaged girls with the development 
of netball coaches and teams. I share 
Luke’s optimism that the future for 
the work here is good and that 
Fostance will build on good 
foundations. We in the Ethiopia 
office will certainly be available to 
him for help and we will watch his 
work with great interest,” he said. 
But the changes for Sports Friends 
are not just happening in Malawi. 
There is a new field about to open 
and this is where Luke and Becca 
come back into the picture. 
“Becca and I feel really called by God 
to hand over this work in Malawi and 

to return to the USA,” said Luke. 
“My dad has been ill for a while and 
my mum needs help in looking after 
him. That is one reason for us 
returning the USA. The other reason 
for our return is that we feel 
strongly that God is calling us to set 
up Sports Friends in the USA for the 
first time.  
 
On the edge of society 
“This may seem strange, as Sports 
Friends normally works with people 
who are on the edge of society or in 
very poor situations, not the usual 
picture you may have of the USA! 
But we will be working among 
displaced people and refugees from 
around the world who have found 
sanctuary in the USA and have 
settled in and around Sacramento in 
California.  
“This is a really exciting venture for 
us, although not without its 
problems and critics, but we are 
hoping to be able to find 
accommodation for our family close 
to where the refugees are housed, 
so we can interact with them, share 
the Good News of Christ with them 
and work with them through sports 
ministry. 
“We have a really good template for 
how to do this from our time here 
and we pray that, with God’s help 
and guidance, we can establish this 

work with these displaced people.” 
With all the changes that are 
happening, prayer will be a vital part 
of the transition. Each of three men 
have specific prayer requests for the 
immediate future of the work across 
Africa, the new work in 
America and, of course, 
here in Malawi. 
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Berhanu’s prayer: 
 for the African continent:  

“Please pray for Africa. The Gospel 
looks like it is there but it is not, 
especially when you think of the 

southern part of Africa. We need to 
raise people up; the harvest is plenti-

ful but the workers are few.” 
 

Luke’s prayer: 
for guidance in the new work he and 

Becca have been called to:  
“Please pray that the Lord would 

give us a good time of transition as 
we seek His face first. That He would 
give us direction, because we feel 
completely inadequate for the task 
ahead, but that is where God shows 
His power strongly through us as we 
seek to be part of the ministry from 
afar and pray for people even to 
come here and to continue to sup-
port the work here in Malawi.” 

 
Fostance’s prayer: 

for servant-leadership as he takes on 
his new role:  

“Please pray as we are in this time 
of transitioning that, as I am taking 
the mantle from Luke, as Elisha did 
from Elijah, that God will help me to 

be more like a servant-leader.” 

Girls being put through their paces at a netball camp in Blantyre 
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C 
hris Maphosa is a man on 
a mission. The SIM 
Zimbabwe missionary is 

also the ‘Today for Tomorrow’ 

Regional Manager for Southern 
Africa and, as such, is taking the 
message of Today for 
Tomorrow to a wide audience. 
“Today for Tomorrow (T4T) is a 

ministry aimed at children aged 14 
and under,” he said. 
 
Developed in Zimbabwe 
The programme was developed in 
Zimbabwe in response to a major 
need in African churches to have   
well structured material for children 
at a time when the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic was rampant.  
“T4T introduces the love of Christ 

to the children and helps them to 
become aware of salvation so that 
they can make a decision about 

giving their life to Christ and to be 
rooted in Him,” said Chris. 
Linking with SIM Malawi and the 
Africa Evangelical Church (AEC), 

Chris recently visited Malawi to run 
a week-long training-of-trainers 
event, with 20 or so youth leaders, 
in Ngabu in the Southern Region. 
There had already been some pilot 
schemes running T4T in Malawi, and 
this was an opportunity to share 
experiences from how those had 
progressed and to widen to scope of 
how it is used in this country. 
One of the delegates at the event 

was Joseph Antonio who led the 
pilot scheme at AEC Kawale in 
Lilongwe. 
“We were the first ones to use the 

T4T material in Kawale Primary 
School,” he said. 
“We approached the headmistress 

and she gave us permission to talk to 
the kids. We ran sessions on Friday 
afternoons throughout the school 
year. 
“It had an impact on how the 

children socialised. Before we 
introduced T4T, the boys and girls 
would not play together or even sit 
together. But as we worked though 
the programme we saw their 
behaviour towards each other 
change and slowly they began to 

Making Disciples 
‘Today for Tomorrow’ 

‘Today for Tomorrow’ is a discipleship and HIV-
prevention programme aimed at primary-age 
children. Chris Maphosa of SIM Zimbabwe 

recently ran a Training of Trainers to widen the 
impact of the programme in Malawi 

Today for Tomorrow is supported by 

SIM Malawi Projects: 

MW 96157  

HOPE for AIDS Master Project 

(training and literature resources) 

and 

MW 96850  

Children’s Ministry Capacity Building  

(mentoring and follow-up of trainers) 

You can find out more about T4T by 
watching the “Making Disciples: Today 

for Tomorrow” video at  
http://www.simmalawi.org/media-gallery/movies/projects-

spotlight/making-disciples-today-for-tomorrow.php 

Main photo: Chris Maphosa teaching one of the sessions at Ngabu 
Above: Joseph Antonio who led one of the pilot schemes in Lilongwe 



socialise. They realised that each 
group, boys and girls, had strengths 
and weaknesses and, if they worked 
as a team, they could really get things 
done. That has been one of the main 
outcomes of the T4T programme for 
us.” 
 
Training Trainers  
The Ngabu event saw those specially 
selected to become trainers from 
across Malawi and even Mozambique 
come together to learn from Chris 
and others who had been involved 
with pilots, to be equipped to 
establish the programme back in 
their own churches and 
communities.  
The first-year programme consists of 
a series of more than 30 lessons 
which are aimed at the under-14 age 
group and which impact the children 
spiritually, physically and emotionally. 
Originally written in English, the AEC 
and SIM Malawi have been 
responsible for having the material 
translated into ChiChewa to make it 
easier to use, especially in rural 
communities. 
 
Countering secular teaching 
“When we first saw this material, we 

realised how important it was for the 
Church and for the country of 
Malawi, because it makes us look at a 

child in a holistic way,” said Boniface 

Milanzi, AEC National Children’s 

Ministry Co-ordinator. 
“The benefit is not just for the 

Church but, I believe, the country as 
a whole. I have been involved in 
translating the material into 
ChiChewa and we are looking 
forward to getting it out through the 
AEC.  
“I think it is important material 

because it will help us to work with 
children who are learning some 
things which are contrary to Bible 
teaching, and this will help us to 
correct that.” 
 
Spreading God’s love to children  
Chris Maphosa sees a multiplier 
benefit of running training-of-trainers 
events, such as that in Ngabu. 
 “We will depend on volunteer 

teachers, just like those we have 
trained this week. Going away from 
here we hope that they will train 
more volunteers who can also work 
with the children in their 
communities. We are looking to 
work with children, no matter what 
the circumstances in which those 
children find themselves.  
They may be part of a church or 
have never been to church; they may 

be active or physically impaired. 
Whatever the circumstance, we 
want to spread God’s love to these 

children so they can make good life 
choices, and so that we can work 
towards an AIDS-free generation in 
the Region of Southern Africa,” he 

said. 
. 
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Chris’ Prayer Points 
1.  

Please pray for the expansion of 
Today for Tomorrow in the Region of 
Southern Africa so that many children 

will benefit from it. 
2.  

Please pray for the volunteer teachers 
whom we train to remain committed 
to this ministry as they serve God. 

3.  
Please pray that the Lord supplies 
resources for the work because, as 
missionaries, we depend upon the 
Lord to supply our needs and the 

needs of the ministry 

Main photo: Chris with the trainees and their end-of-course certificates! 
Below: One of the trainers hard at work 



T he partnership between 
SIM Malawi and the 
Africa Evangelical 

Church (AEC), in terms of its 
work with young people, has 
undergone some changes in 
recent months. Perhaps the 
biggest is the appointment of a 
new National Youth Ministry Co
-ordinator by the AEC. 
 
Changing relationships 
Since he arrived in Malawi to take up 
this work, Pete Ong, SIM Malawi’s 
Youth Ministry Co-ordinator, has 
built up a strong working relationship 

with Revd Chisoni Bridge who held a 
similar role within the AEC. 
Now Revd Bridge has been moved to 
a new role of church planting for the 
AEC, and MacDonald Chiutale - a 
former secondary school teacher, 
who specifically trained at Bible 
college during his teaching years in 
order to ultimately move into full-
time ministry within the church - has 
been appointed as AEC’s National 
Youth Co-ordinator.   
 
New strengths and gifts 
“Things are going well,” he said. 
“Each person is different, and 
MacDonald comes in with his own 
strengths and his own gifts. We are 
in a new season of Youth Ministry; 
MacDonald comes on board at a 
good time and is able to build on the 
foundations laid by his 
predecessors.” 
MacDonald has some exciting new 

ideas which he is bringing to the 
work, not least making sure that the 
youth of AEC are better able to lead, 
and understand how to lead Bible 
Studies. 
“I want the youth to know how to 
go about doing Bible Study,” he said. 
“At the moment, I am planning on 
publishing a book which is a guide to 
Bible Study. My hope is to involve 12 
AEC Pastors who will each write 
about how to go about doing Bible 
Study. The book will be aimed at the 
Youth Leaders, and over the next 
year we will give them training as to 
how to use the book and how to 
lead the studies.  
 
Improved Bible Study 
“These leaders will then train their 
own youth group and my hope is 
that, as a result, the youth will be in a 
better position to do Bible Study 
than they are now.” 
MacDonald sees motivating the 
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A New Season for 
Youth Ministry 

There have been some significant changes in 
youth ministry recently. A change in personnel is 

perhaps the biggest, as SIM Malawi Youth 
Ministry Co-ordinator, Pete Ong, explains SIM Malawi/AEC youth work is 

supported by SIM Malawi project  

MW 96658  

Youth Ministry Capacity Building 

You can find out more about Youth 
Ministry by watching the “New Season 

for Youth Ministry” video at http://
www.simmalawi.org/media-gallery/movies/projects-

spotlight/a-new-season-for-youth-ministry.php 

Pete and MacDonald 



Pastors to deliver the right content 
for the book in a clear and 
understandable manner as one of his 
challenges in the short term. 
Looking ahead to his first 12 months 
in post, the book, leading to the 
delivery of effective Bible Study 
material and training youth leaders 
and the youth groups of the AEC, is 
one of his main goals. 
“Within the first 12 months of being 
in the job, I really do want to see an 
improvement in how the youth do 
Bible Study. I want them to be more 
effective in this work and deepen 
their knowledge,” he said. 
 
God taking youth ministry forward 
So, while there have been changes in 
the recent past, Pete is looking ahead 
to another time of change and 
development, as he and MacDonald 
continue to build their new 
partnership. 
“I think we are trying to find out how 
God wants us to take Youth Ministry 
forward,” Pete said. 
“We have been trying to listen to 
youth leaders on the ground, trying 
to hear their concerns and looking at 
ways we can best support what they 
are trying to do. 
 
Youth Ministry and SIM’s global vision 
“One of the things I have been 
thinking about and reflecting on is 
how we do Youth Ministry here in 

Malawi, and how that aligns with 
SIM’s global vision for Youth 
Ministry. SIM International’s mission 
and purpose statement talks about 
making disciples of Christ in 
communities where He is least 
known. 
“I am thinking about how to do that 
in a Malawian context and how I can 
be looking for opportunities to reach 
out to youth outside the Church and 
in communities where Jesus is least 
known.” 

 
Pete’s Prayer Points 

1.  
Please pray for the youth of the AEC, 
that they have a passion for God and 
that they come to know Jesus person-

ally; also, that they will seek out 
youth who are outside the church. 

2.  
Please pray for the Youth Leaders, 

that they see their ministry as more 
than just running programmes but 

making disciples. 
3.  

Please pray for me personally, for 
wisdom to know the direction in 

which God is wanting to take Mac-
donald and me forward in this new 

season for youth ministry. 
 

MacDonald’s Prayer Points 
1.  

Please pray for strategic thinking and 
planning to help develop youth lead-

ers in the AEC. 
2.  

Please pray for adequate finances to 
fund the work we have planned. 
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Top: Pete and MacDonald meeting with youth pastors 
in the Lakeshore area 

Below: Teaching session during the discipling girls 
seminar with AEC Blantyre Area Council 




