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SIM Malawi’s partner, Partners in Hope 
Medical Centre, has gone through 
some major changes but its 
foundational values remain the same 
 
It is not just Bibles being translated for 
people in Malawi. Mthenga Wabwino is 
working to translate and publish the 
book King of Glory into Chichewa, 
Chiyao and Chitumbuka 
 
Dave and Margie Burgess have 
returned to the USA to join a new SIM 
International team working with 
medical missionaries worldwide 
 
The life and work of Paul Barr was 
remembered at a memorial service in 
Nanjoka 
 
 

May we wish all our readers a 
Happy Christmas and blessings 

for 2017 
 
 

Previous issues of Malawi Amoto are 
available at: http://www.simmalawi.org/
images-of-sim-malawi/malawi-amoto-

emagazine/ 
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Changes at the top –  
but foundational values 

remain 

Q uality of medical and back-up 
services, Equity so that 
service is available 

to all, no matter their 
situation, and 
Sustainability in 
development are the 
qualities which have 
been central to the work 
of Partners in Hope 
Medical Centre (PIH) in 
Lilongwe for a little over 
ten years since it opened 
at its current location, a 
former derelict 
warehouse.  
Maintaining these values 
has, recently, fallen to a 
new group of senior 
leaders, who all took over 

their new posts within a three- to 
four-month period following the 
return to the USA of the Founder 
and Executive Director of Partners in 
Hope, Dr Perry Jansen. 
 
New Executive Team 
The three new leaders are Executive 
Director Dr Dan Namarika, who is 
responsible for the overall running of 
the PIH organisation in its widest 
sense, Medical Director Dr Barrett 
Jones, who is responsible for the 
running and development of the PIH 
Medical Centre itself, and Director 
of Programmes Alan Schooley, who 
is responsible for, amongst other 
things, administering the large grant 
which the organisation has received 
from USAID to help fund its work 
and development plans. A new 

Continued on page 2 

Partners in 
Hope 
Medical 
Centre in 
Lilongwe has 
undergone 
some major 
changes in 

its Executive Leadership team 
in recent months, but the 
values which underpin the 
organisation remain firmly in 
place, as Medical Director, Dr 
Barrett Jones, explained 

PIH Executive Director Dr Dan Namarika 
and Dr Barrett Jones  



Director of Operations is also to be 
recruited. 
“It is a massive change for all of us, 
but we are able to continue to build 
on good foundations which have been 
laid over the ten or so years,” said 
Barrett Jones. 
 
Not on the horizon 
“Certainly, when I arrived at Partners 
in 2014, being Medical Director was 
nowhere on my horizon! When Perry 
announced he was going back to the 
USA he asked me to consider the new 
role.  
“So I prayed about it and accepted it 
for two main reasons. One was the 
opportunity to work with the new 
Executive Director whom I consider 
to be a great physician and a great 
man of God, and secondly I could see 
an opportunity to use this new role as 
a way of strengthening our spiritual 
ministry to both staff and patients, so 
that we are treating more than just 
disease.” 
Founded in 2004, by SIM missionary 
Perry Jansen, and a group of 
individuals committed to making a 
difference in the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
in Malawi, Partners in Hope’s 
Mission Statement at the time was: 
“To have a significant impact on the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic in Malawi and 
in the lives of individuals infected 
and effected by HIV in a way which 
brings glory to God and 
demonstrates Christ’s love in word 
and deed”. 
This has certainly been true and 

although a large part of its work 
remains focused on clinical care 
given to HIV/AIDS patients, PIH is 
growing towards becoming a full-
service, non-profit teaching hospital.  
 
New Vision Statement 
A revised mission statement was 
adopted in 2014:- As a Christ-
centered institution, our mission is 
to strengthen the capacity of 
Malawi’s healthcare system to 
deliver quality, equitable and 
sustainable health services by 
establishing a modern hospital, 
engaging in medical education, 
research and building the capacity 
of others.” 
 

Clinics, ward and outreach 
PIH operates two clinics: Dalitso and 
Moyo. There is also a hospital ward, 
Thandizo, and a community outreach 
program called Tigwirane Manja 
(which means Let’s Hold Hands or 
Let’s work together). 
The private Dalitso (‘Blessing’) 
Clinic serves the HIV/AIDS-
treatment needs of private sector 
patients through a fee-based clinic 
that includes non-HIV as well as HIV
-related services within one facility.   
The Moyo (‘Life’) Clinic, is a heavily 
subsidized HIV specialty clinic for 
the poor, with profits from Dalitso 
Clinic helping to fund its activities. 
The Moyo Clinic also still receives 
support from the Malawi 
Government.   
In February of 2010, PIH opened its 
first in-patient ward, the Thandizo 
(‘Helping’) Clinic, that cares for the 
sickest of the sick in both the private 
and free clinics.   
In addition to the three clinics, PIH 
also offers laboratory services which 
are among the best in Malawi and, in 
early 2011, PIH became a nationally 
recognised centre for Tb treatment. 
Not wanting to rest on PIH’s 
considerable laurels, the new 
Executive Leadership team is looking 
to develop what is already in place at 
PIH and to enhance and build new 
facilities which will not just benefit 
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The PIH Medical Centre in Lilongwe converted from a derelict 

industrial warehouse 

Continued on page 3 

The re-ordered Reception Area of PIH Medical Centre 



PIH, but also the medical sector of 
Malawi as a whole. 
 
Training Centre of Excellence 

“One of the things we are looking at 
is developing the Moyo HIV/AIDS 
Clinic into a Training Centre of 
Excellence for helping the training of 
doctors, clinical officers, nurses, 
counsellors in how to handle people 
suffering from this disease,” said 
Barrett Jones. 
“I can see the benefit of this from a 
personal perspective because my 
training in the USA was in children 
and family medicine. All my training 
and experience of working with 
people suffering with HIV/AIDS has 
been on the job here at PIH. So, if we 
can offer training to doctors in this 
area it will have a major impact on 
how the disease can be treated. 
“We are also looking to develop a 
surgical-theatre facility. Many people 
in Malawi will travel to South Africa, 
or Europe or India for surgical 
procedures, at great expense. We 

hope to be able to attract those 
healthcare dollars by offering a first-
class option for those procedures, and 
also helping to raise funds for other 
developments. 
“There is also a great need in Malawi 
in general, and Lilongwe in 

particular, for good-quality 
gynaecology and obstetrics facilities, 
and we are looking to develop a 
maternity unit which will include a 
delivery suite and back-up wards 
which again, we believe, will help 
reduce the pressure on government 
hospitals. 
“All of these developments are aimed 
at bringing about our long-term goal 
of making Partners in Hope Medical 
Centre a full-service hospital. There 
are existing government hospitals in 
the area but they are overstretched, 
and we see that by developing such a 

facility here it will help to reduces 
that pressure.” 
PIH may have a new senior 
leadership, but already they are 
proving that they are starting to work 
well as a team and have very clear 
goals for how they want to see 
Partners in Hope Medical Centre 
move forward. 

Partners in Hope Medical 

Centre is supported by SIM 

Malawi Project MW96756 PIH 

Enhancements 
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Prayer Points  

Please pray for 

1. The new Leadership Team, as 

they settle into their roles and 

look to take PIH forward 

2. Opportunities for spiritual 

growth and discipleship of staff, 

and sharing the Gospel with pa-

tients 

3. Opportunities to expand re-

sources; especially that God will 

direct more medical missionaries 

to PIH so it can expand its care 

of the community it serves 

Continued from page 2 

K 
ing of Glory is a book which 
is having a major impact. 
Published in 2012 by 

ROCK International, it tells the 
story and message of the Bible in 70 
scenes. The book is also backed up 
by 70 short film clips which use the 
written scenes as the script. What 
makes the book special is that it is 
written with outreach to people 
from other faith in mind. 

The author, Paul Dan Bramsen, was 
born in California but has lived with 
his wife and three children in 
Senegal, West Africa, a nation on the 
edge of the Sahara, and this has given 
him the context into which he has 
written the book. King of Glory is 
also beautifully illustrated by 
Argentinian artist Arminda San 
Martin. 
 
Chronological telling 
“The book tells the Bible story in a 
chronological way and, whilst it is 
available for everyone, it is written 
for people coming from another 
faith” said Nico Bontenbal. 
“For example, it goes into detail 
about who God is, who man is and 

what sin is, and these are all 
important concepts which are easily 
misunderstood by people coming 
from another faith. Why is this 
important? We often use the same 
words, but the meaning of those 
words can be greatly different and 
this means there is a gap between the 
two religions. But often people do not 
realise this and it is difficult to bridge 
a gap if you are not aware that there 
is a gap in the first place!” 
To make better use of the book in 
Malawi, Mthenga Wabwino has 
obtained permission from the 
publishers to translate the book into 
the three key tribal languages of 
ChiChewa, ChiYao and 
ChiTumbuka, 

Nico Bontenbal and the team 

from Mthenga Wabwino are 

working to translate the book 

King of Glory into three key 

Malawian tribal languages 

Bringing King of Glory 

to new audiences 

Continued on page 4 
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all of which already have the full 
Bible available. 
The ChiChewa version is now 
translated and is being prepared for 
printing, while work is ongoing with 
the translation of the ChiYao and 
ChiTumbuka versions. It is hoped 
that all three Malawian versions of 
the book will be printed and ready for 
use by the end of 2017. In addition to 
being used as a book, the translations 
will also be used as the scripts for 
preparing new voice-overs for the 
movie clips so they, too, will be 
available in the three key tribal 
languages. 
Mthenga Wabwino has been involved 
in training church leaders and church 
members in outreach to people from 
another faith for a number of years, 
and it is these trained people to whom 
they are aiming the translated book. 
 
Targeting trained churches 
“We will target churches we have 
trained to use the book with their 
neighbours, but the reality is that it 
goes beyond just outreach to 
Muslims,” said Nico. 
“King of Glory is good to use in 
general evangelism, in training 
church youth and also for use with 
children. Its appeal crosses all ages 
and religions. I can see it being an 
important tool for outreach to 

adherents of African Tribal Religion, 
cult groups such as Gule Wamkulu 
and even people with no religious 
background. Having the book in these 
three key tribal languages will be 
vital as we look to use it as an 
evangelism tool.” 
But Nico and his team are not content 
just to provide the book and the 
movie clips in these languages. He is 
already looking at new ways in which 
this resource can be used to reach 
people, even in remote rural parts of 
Malawi. 
 
Mobile communications vital 
“Mobile communications, especially 
phones, are a vital part of modern-day 
life in Malawi,” he said. 
“Even in some of the remote rural 
towns and villages people have 
mobile phones, and this could be key 
to another use of the resource. Each 
of the movie clips is about three to 
four minutes long and so could be 
ideal for loading on to a smart phone 
or tablet to enable them to be taken 
into remote areas to be used. 
“This is something we are 
considering but will not be 
able to do anything with until 
we have the books properly 
translated and the voice-overs 
for the clips completed. 
“It has taken a while for us to 
get this part of the Mthenga 
Wabwino project off the 
ground, and we have had to be 
careful to make sure we had 
the financial resources 
available to make it succeed. 
My top prayer point now for 
this project is that people will 
use the book when it is 
available in their language and 
that, through this, God will use  
it to enlarge His Kingdom.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The work of Mthenga 
Wabwino is supported 
by SIM Malawi Project  

MW96653 Mthenga 
Wabwino 

 

Prayer points 
 

1. Please pray people will use 
the book in their own 

language and that God will 
use it to enlarge His Kingdom 

 
2. Please pray for good 

translations to be completed, 
especially for the Chiyao and 

Chitumbuka versions 
 

3. Please pray that people 
with good voices can be 

found to read the 70 stories 
for the movie-clip voice-overs 

Continued from page 2 

Cover (top) and illustration from  
King of Glory 



I 
t is a year since our friend and 
colleague Paul Barr died 
unexpectedly. While, a year 

ago, we mourned his passing, this 
year we celebrated his life and 
ministry during a Memorial 
Service held at Nanjoka Farm 
which had been home for him and 
wife Marilyn for many years, and 
where he is now laid to rest. 
“The theme for the day is ‘life’,” 
Marilyn told the assembled 
congregation at the Memorial 
Service. “Last year we were together 
to cry because of Paul’s death but 
now we celebrate his life and all that 
he has done while here on earth, and 
also his new life in Heaven.” 
 
Theme echoed to much 

laughter 
And this was a theme that was 
echoed, to much laughter, by local 
people, such as the manager of 
Nanjoka Farm who worked with Paul 
to develop the site, through 
representatives of SIM Malawi, local 
chiefs and Church districts, to the 
Deputy General Secretary of the 
AEC, Abusa Kondwani Kanyimbiri, 
who gave the address at the service. 
‘Life’ was also the theme for Paul’s 
grave, again as Marilyn explained. 
“This grave is unusual for a 
Malawian grave because it speaks of 
life and it shows Paul’s love of 
Malawi and all things Malawian,” 
she said. 
“The rock at the head represents 
Paul’s strength of life and of spirit. It, 
and the stones around the grave, 

come from right here on the farm 
where he worked so hard.  The light 
pebbles on top of the grave are from 
a beach at the lakeshore where we 
spent many happy hours in both 
ministry and relaxation. Again, they 
represent his love for Malawi.” 
 
Memorial Garden 
The grave is also covered with living 
plants, and more were added to their 
number as guests brought their own 
‘living gifts’ to adorn the Memorial 
Garden, again as a representation of 
life in all its fullness on both sides of 

the grave.  The significance of this 
was emphasised as Paul’s youngest 
grandson, and then the whole 
congregation, read from Psalm 1 (one 
of Paul’s favorites) which likens a 
righteous man to a tree planted by a 
river and bearing fruit. 
Paul Knox Barr was born in 
Malawi’s Thyolo district on 5th June 
1945. His parents, Robert and Elinor, 
were missionaries with Africa 
Evangelical Fellowship (AEF), based 
with the Africa Evangelical Church 
(AEC) in the small rural village of 
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You set me in your 

presence for ever 
Words from Psalm 41, 

set on the grave of Paul 

Barr, sum up a life 

which was celebrated 

at a Memorial Service 

at Nanjoka in October 

The Barr family, (left to right) Andrew, Cheryl, Marilyn and Jeremy, at 

Paul’s grave in Nanjoka 

Continued on page 7 
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L 
ife on the mission field can, 
at times, be tough. 
Unreliable power and water 

supplies, inadequate schooling for 
kids, and general everyday 
problems of getting to grips with a 
new culture, new language and so 
on can take its toll. For medical 
missionaries, this can be 
exacerbated by a lack of equipment 
and the overwhelming nature of 
the work. To help counter this, 
SIM International and SIM USA 
have established a new team to 
help mentor medical missionaries 
across the SIM world. 
Under the direction of Paul Hudson, 
the new team will be made up of 
people who themselves have had 
first-hand experience of life as a 
medical missionary on the field.  
“The new team will help people who 
are already serving on the mission 
field and will also be instrumental in 
preparing new medical missionaries 
as they get ready to go out for the 
first time,” said Dave. 
 
Go, thrive, stay 
“It is very much the idea of ‘get to 
the field, stay on the field, thrive on 
the field’! We will be helping people 
to be able to survive the bumps on 

the road as they develop their 
ministry overseas.” 
Working with people already on the 
mission field will be important, as the 
team looks to act as mentors across 
the world. But preparing people 
before they go will be of equal 
importance, as Margie explained. 
 
Before they go 

“We hope that we can get people who 
are preparing to go to the field to 
have a better understanding of what 
they will face,” she said. 
“They may already be having a tough 
time trying to raise support to enable 
them to move into the mission field, 
and I hope that people like Dave and 
me, who have gone through that 
process, can help to ease the way. 
Also, we have experience of what life 
can be like for a medical missionary 
on the field and we hope we will be 
able to add to their understanding.” 
Dave is an orthopaedic surgeon and 
Margie is a physiotherapist with 
experience in hospital administration. 
They sum up the new team well as it 

is not just for doctors and nurses but 
also for therapists, dentists and other 
healthcare professionals who may be 
preparing to go or already serving 
overseas. 
“One of the big problems for medical 
missionaries, possibly more so than 
other missionaries, is burn-out,” said 
Dave. 
“We know this can affect anyone, but 
the added pressures on medical 
missionaries can be intense. You may 
go to the field from the USA or 
Europe where you are used to 
hospitals which have excellent 
facilities and equipment. The reality 
in the field will be somewhat 
different. 
 
At the end of the day 

“Also, you may find it hard to walk 
out at the end of the day when there 
are still 100 or more people who are 
desperate to see a doctor or therapist 
or whoever. This, in turn, puts 
pressure on relationships, and the 
family may start to suffer, which 
places additional burdens on to the 

Physician heal thyself ? 

No, but help at hand 

A new SIM-wide team is being 

set up to help medical 

missionaries better cope with 

the stresses of life in the field. 

SIM Malawi says au revoir to 

Dave and Margie Burgess as 

they return to the USA to be 

part of the ‘Member Care’ 

element of the new team 

Margie working in the offices of the Cure Hospital in Blantyre 



medical missionary. 
“We hope to be able to prepare 
people for this, and to be a listening 
ear for those who are experiencing 
these situations now.” 
 
Not counsellors or 

psychologists 

Dave and Margie are keen to point 
out that in this new role they will not 

be counsellors 
or 
psychologists 
but people 
available for 
colleagues to 
contact with 
questions or 
just to unload 
problems and 
to have 
someone to 
talk to. 
“The team is 
at an early 
stage of 
development 
and so things 
are still fairly 
fluid,” said 
Margie. 
“We have 

some ideas of what we will do but 
going back to the USA will help us to 
firm things up, and that is important 
for me. Dave is more of a big vista 
person but I like things more 
organised and settled, and I hope we 
can be both!” 
For Dave, the transition to the new 
team may be harder because it will 
mean he has to lay down his scalpel 
after many years as a surgeon. 

“Often medical missionaries feel their 
identity as a person is in what they 
do,” he said. 
 
Our identity in Christ 
“I don’t want to be that kind of 
person, and I hope that we can help 
others to see that our identity is in 
Christ, not in being a surgeon or 
dentist or therapist or whatever our 
specialty is. I think this will be an 
important aspect of the new team’s 
work.” 

Prayer points 
Dave and Margie would value 

prayer for: 

 

1. The transition back into life in the 

USA  

2. Re-establishing contact with their 

home church and with family and 

friends  

3. Wisdom and direction for the new 

role, and having an impact on people 

preparing to go and on those already 

in the field, so that the work of the 

Kingdom of God goes forward 

Chididi in Nsanje district, southern 
Malawi.  
Paul grew up in Malawi, with 
occasional visits back to the USA 
whence his parents had originated. He 
went to school in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe, followed by college in the 
USA, where he studied agriculture 
and biblical studies. He also served 
four years in the United States Navy. 
He and Marilyn, the daughter of 
Canadian AEF missionaries in 
Zambia, were married in the USA on 
23rd October 1971. 
 
Africa Evangelical Fellowship 

(AEF) 
Paul and Marilyn returned to Malawi 
in 1974 to commence their own 40-
year period of missionary service 
with AEF (continuing with SIM) in 
discipleship, practical and building 

work, and nursing roles, firstly in 
Lulwe (also in Nsanje), then 
Blantyre, where Paul was field leader 
for ten years, and most recently, at 
Nanjoka in Salima, and the lakeshore 
area since 2000. Paul was also 
ordained as a minister within the 
AEC. 
Speaking on behalf of SIM Malawi, 
former Country Director Hans-Jörg 
Richter spoke about a phrase used at 
Paul’s funeral last year which had 
stayed with him ever since. 
“That phrase was: ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant!’” he said. 
 
Paul’s ‘bags of gold’ 
“Those words, which so apply to 
Paul, were spoken by Jesus in 
Matthew’s Gospel when he told the 
parable about the servant who took 
bags of gold and made a profit with 
them for his master. What has struck 
me was, what are the bags of gold 
which Paul was given and how had 
he used them? 

“I think these bags of gold included 
God’s Word, which was so important 
and influential in Paul’s life, the 
people he served and with whom he 
worked, and his practical skills. If we 
look at all of these ‘bags of gold’, we 
can see how he used them to the 
service and glory of his Master, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and we can see the 
‘profit’ all around us. 
“What we see now is a heritage 
which is the work and the life of Paul 
Barr. It is now up to us to take hold of 
that heritage and to take it forward so 
that we all may be as fruitful in our 
service to God as was Paul Barr.” 
 
Marilyn still serving Malawi 
Marilyn continues to live at Nanjoka 
Farm, and continues to serve the Lord 
and the people of Malawi through the 
Africa Evangelical Church, as she 
and Paul did together as a team for 
many years. One son lives in 
Australia, another in Zimbabwe, and 
a daughter in the USA. 

Dave in theatre at Cure Hospital, but soon he will lay his 

scalpel down 

Continued from page 5 

Malawi Amoto volume 3 issue 4                                                                                                                                                                     page 7                                                        




