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The end of 2015 and start of 2016 

have been busy times for SIM Malawi, 

and this is reflected in this issue of 

Malawi Amoto. 

Sports Friends Malawi is breaking 

exciting new ground as it delivers 

training camps for football and netball 

with new church groups. 

We also hear about a netball coach 

who found Sports Friends Malawi to be 

the answer to concerns her parents 

had over her involvement in sports. 

Follow-up meetings coming out of PBS 

2015 have proved to be exciting with a 

real enthusiasm being expressed by 

Malawian Christians to take the good 

news outside its national borders. 

We are approaching SLC 2016 which 

will be led by Dr Carol Walker, and 

she outlines her ideas for the Bible 

studies in the Book of Ruth. 

Previous issues of Malawi Amoto are 

available at: http://www.simmalawi.org/

images-of-sim-malawi/malawi-amoto-

emagazine/ 
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Sports camps 

break new 

ground 

S 
ince it was set up, Sports 
Friends Malawi has worked 
exclusively with the Africa 

Evangelical Church (AEC) to 
great effect. Over 4,500 young 
people have come under its 
trained coaches, with hundreds of 
teams, both netball and football, 
being established. 
Now the work is starting to expand 
to encompass new denominations 
and groups of church leaders in and 
around the Mangochi area at the 
southern end of Lake Malawi. 
Two camps, attended by a total of 30 
coaches, have been held; one with 
the Evangelical Baptist Church of 
Malawi (EBCM) and the other with 

Luke (centre) with Berhanu and Clement of Sports Friends Malawi 

Continued on page 2 

Sports Friends Malawi 

Director, Luke Voight, 

shares about how the 

ministry is breaking new 

ground 

 

Also (page 2), Luke tells the 

story of Jane, a netball coach 

with the Evangelical Baptist 

Church of Malawi, and how 

attitudes can change 



a ‘Pastors’ Fraternal’, a grouping of 
church leaders from 19 different 
denominations who meet for 
support and training.  
 
30 new teams 
The result is that, because of the 
camps, 30 new teams, 15 netball 
and 15 football, have been 
established. 
Luke talked about highlights and 
outcomes from the training camps: 
“One of the biggest highlights was 
when Berhanu, (one of the founders 
of Sports Friends and current Sports 
Friends Ethiopia Director and 
leader of Sports Friends East 
Africa) shared with the pastors’ 
fraternal in Mangochi.  The Spirit 
of God spoke through him in power 
and the pastors really got the vision 
for sports ministry and are excited 
about what God has for their 
churches in the . 
 
National sports ministry 
“A reason to praise the Lord is that 
the EBCM is mobilizing their 
national sports ministry co-
ordinator and he is the main one 
following up with these newly 
trained sports ministers.  The 
Church is taking responsibility and 
really mentoring their sports-
ministry leaders well,” he said. 
Looking ahead, Luke is asking for 
prayer for specific areas of the 
future development of this work: 
 “As we are now working in many 
areas that are not particularly 
welcoming to the Gospel, please 
pray for boldness and love for the 
churches we’ve trained in sports 
ministry because God is using the 
ministry magnificently to impact 
many lives currently outside His 
Kingdom. 
“Also, please pray for wisdom for 
us as things are really moving well 
here and we need guidance from the 
Lord as to who to work with and 
how best to do it,” he said.  

Continued from page 1 

The work of Sports Friends 

Malawi is supported by SIM 

Malawi project MW96754 

Sports Friends Malawi 

I 
n many places in Malawi, 
sports are viewed by church 
leaders as evil.  These leaders 

teach that sports should have no 
part in Christian life.  
Many would never even dream of 
using sports as a ministry tool. But 
we thank God that now many 
Malawian churches are seeing that 
they have been wasting their time and 
breath trying to avoid sports and 
preaching against any involvement in 
them. Now, hundreds of local 
churches are experiencing this 
powerful evangelism and discipleship 
ministry platform. 
One of our netball coaches recently 
told her story. Jane was raised in a 
family that was against her 
participating in netball. They loved 
God and had always been taught that 
sports and the things of the Lord 
cannot be mixed.   
Then Sports Friends Malawi ministry 
was introduced to her local church. 
During this time, Jane stopped 
playing netball because it was 
something that brought a great deal of 
disunity between her and her parents.                                    
Parents were very much of the 
opinion that allowing a girl to 
participate in sports, such as netball 
and other competing sports, resulted 
in losing that child. The belief behind 
this was that she would become a 
prostitute.  
As good parents they were guiding 

her and preventing her from 
becoming lost. Jane said, as it was 
written in the time of ignorance, God 
oversaw things, so she is not putting 
blame on anyone but rather thanking 
God that, through Sports Friends 
Malawi, her parents got the right 
information and she is now allowed 
to participate in sports. As a result, 
she is one of the reliable netball 
coaches in this ministry and leads the 
EBCM Nkolokosa netball team. 
Many kids love her and her sports 
ministry. She reported that some of 
the kids gave their lives to Christ and 
are part of the church. Her parents are 
also happy now because she is not 
just useful to her family but also to 
the community, as can be seen by 
lives that have been transformed.  
This reminded her of the scripture 
that said the stone rejected by a 
builder became one day a chief 
cornerstone. Sports, which was 
considered useless and could lead to 
bad behaviour, today is seen as a 
great tool to help with behaviour 
changes.  
Praise the Lord. Jane now has 
become the tool in the hands of God; 
she is the central point in three 
different areas: family wise there’s an 
impact, community wise many are 
introduced to Christ, and the last area 
is church life as now she is more 
active than before. God is amazing in 
her life!! 

Netball coach 

finds answers 

Some of the girls netball training at a Sports Friends Malawi camp 
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SLC 2016: Living Gospel 

in a hostile world 

E 
ach year, SIM Malawi’s 
Spiritual Life Conference 
(SLC) offers the 

opportunity for all the missionaries 
with the organisation who are in 
country to meet up for a week of 
relaxation, Bible study, fun and a 
time to catch up with friends and 
colleagues normally spread across 
the country. 
 
 
Youth leaders’ return! 
This year is no exception, and 
preparations are well under way for 
the annual ‘pilgrimage’ to the 
Kamuzu Academy, near the town of 
Kasungu in the Central Region.  
We are delighted to welcome back 
some old friends, Stephanie and 
Carey Willis, who will lead the 
children’s work. The Willis’ led the 
children’s program at both the 2012 
& 2013 SLCs and, having completed 
their own time of study at Bible 
College in Canada, are back again. 
For the adults, the theme of the week 
is ‘Living Gospel in a Hostile 
World’. 
 
The Book of Ruth 
The teaching sessions, which will 
help us reflect on our spiritual life, 
will work through the Book of Ruth 

under the capable guidance of Dr 
Carol Walker. Currently lecturing in 
Old Testament and Islamic Studies at 
All Nations Christian College 
(ANCC) in the UK, Carol has a 
wealth of missionary experience in a 
Muslim context. 
Having qualified as PE teacher, she 
felt called to work in an Islamic 
context, and therefore studied at 
ANCC before taking up a post in the 
UK with the Universities and 
Colleges Christian Fellowship 
(UCCF).  
 
Missionary Partner 
Continuing to follow her calling to 
work in an Islamic context, she then 
became a missionary partner with 
Interserve, and spent ten years 
working in Pakistan seconded from 
that organisation to The Bible 
Correspondence School, a nationwide 
cooperative project (inter-church, 
inter-denominational, inter-mission) 
with 5 centres, and also working 
alongside students through Pakistan 
Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students 
(PFES).  
 
Feeding heart and 

soul 
Later her work took 
her to the Middle East, 
during which time she 
completed an MA, and 
then eventually back to 
the UK to ANCC and 
the completion of her 
PhD, for which her 
dissertation was ‘Not 
Just Decoration: 
Rhetoric and Women 
Characters in Selected 
Biblical and Quranic 
Texts’. 
Dr Walker said: “My 
plan is to take us 
through the Book of 

Ruth, particularly picking up on the 
wonderful blend which feeds heart 
and soul and mind in the Book of 
Ruth: on the one hand it speaks to the 
heart through the narrative’s account 
of people in relationship while, on 
the other, it explores and expands 
great biblical themes.   
 
Inspires, informs, critiques 
It is a book that ministers to us in 
personal ways, but also inspires, 
informs and critiques the way we live 
and minister.” 
SLC this year will be between 25-30 
July.  
Please hold up the preparations and 
the event in prayer as we look 
forward to our journey through the 
small, but crucial book of Ruth with 
an experienced and well travelled 
guide 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Carol Walker, lecturer 

in Old Testament and 

Islamic Studies at All 

Nations Christian College 

(ANCC) near London, will 

lead this year’s Spiritual Life 

Conference, working 

through the book of Ruth as 

she helps us look at ‘Living 

Gospel in a Hostile World’ 

Kamuzu Academy, home for SLC 2016 



T 
he account of “The 
Transfiguration” (Matthew 
17) shows two different 

ways in which we can respond to 
major events such as this. We can 
be like Peter who wanted to build 
shelters and stay put. Or we can be 
like Jesus who knew He had to 
come down the mountain and get 
stuck into life again after that 
amazing encounter. 
In some ways the Pastors’ Book Set 
Conference (PBS) can be a little like 
this, and PBS 2015 was no different. 
But how do we as an organisation 
and the delegates who attended the 
conference move on from that great 
week of teaching? 
 
Underpinning teaching 
One response could be to say “that is 
good” and leave it behind as we pick 
up the threads of everyday life. 
Another is to see if it leads to 
something more for the future. 
Thankfully, it was the latter course 
that was taken, and follow-up 
meetings have been held in Mzuzu 
and Lilongwe to underpin the 
teaching of the conference itself and 
to look forward to what comes next. 
And what comes next is a source of 

excitement, because we are seeing a 
group of men and women who have 
been opened up to God’s Word ready 
to be opened out and take that 
message across Malawi’s borders. 
“It has been very encouraging to see 
the response to the follow-up 
meetings,” said Watson Rajaratnam, 
SIM Malawi’s New Initiatives 
Consultant, “not only the number of 
people who attended, but the number 
who responded to a call for greater 
involvement in mission.  
 
 
Desire to move outside 

Malawi 
“The two follow-up meetings have 
shown that there is a real desire to 
move outside of Malawi and spread 
the good news further afield!” 

In all more than 90 pastors and 
church leaders attended the meetings 
in Mzuzu in February and in 
Lilongwe in March.  
 
Wide range of countries 
The range of countries in which they 
showed interest to serve was 
remarkable. In addition to neighbours 
such as Tanzania, Mozambique, 
Zambia, Rwanda, South Africa and 
DR Congo, people expressed an 
interest in serving in India, 
Afghanistan and China too. Some 
delegates even said they were happy 
to go and serve anywhere – truly a 
call to “go into all nations”! 
The depth of feeling and commitment 
to this calling was expressed by two 
of the delegates. One commented: “I 
accepted Jesus in 1983 on 3rd July. 
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PBS 2015 follow-up: 

‘Opening Up  

to Open Out’ 

Follow-up meetings 

resulting from the 2016 

Pastors’ Book Set 

Conference are starting to 

show a greater 

commitment by Malawian 

Christians to cross-border 

and cross-cultural mission 

Delegates at the Lilongwe PBS follow-up meeting 
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Since that time I have always had a 
very strong passion and conviction 
for evangelism and missions. This is 
where I find my joy in service. 
However, I have had no opportunity 
for training in this field. But I 
attended the Billy Graham 
evangelism meeting in Amsterdam in 
2000. Currently I am serving in the 
government as Chief Human 
Resource Management Officer but 
still have the passion for evangelism.” 
 
Momentum encouraged 
The other said: “Thanks for the great 
presentations on missions! This is an 
answered prayer for the Malawian 
Church. Some of us have been 
praying for a missionary movement 
in this country for the past 20 years 
and your coming is really godly and 
timely.” 
So how can this momentum be 
encouraged?  
“We have set up a number of Task 
Forces and Prayer Groups to keep on 
top of this desire to take things 
forward,” said Watson. 
“These groups will help the people in 
their area to encourage and develop 
individuals as they work out their 
calling.  
“Obviously, as a mission, SIM 
Malawi will continue to take a very 
keen interest in ensuring things keep 
moving, and the Malawi Mission 
Initiative, which was born out of the 
2013 PBS and which has a number of 

key strategic partners, will also 
monitor and develop this and other 
initiatives. 
 
Breadth of vision 
“What is exciting is the breadth of 
vision not just for Malawi, not just 
for Africa, but for the world. Our 
prayer is that the Malawian Church 
can live up to this expectation and 
we would ask you to join in these 
prayers as we move forward.” 
 
 
 
 

The Pastors’ Book Set 

Conference is supported by SIM 

Malawi Project MW96558 

Pastors’ Book Set Conferences 

 
 
. 
  

Delegates at the Mzuzu PBS follow-up meeting 

Commissioning Service at PBS 2013 in Lilongwe 

“I accepted Jesus on 3rd July 

1983. Since that time I have 

always had a very strong 

passion and conviction for 

evangelism and missions. 

This is where I find my joy 

in service.” 

Delegate to follow-up 

meeting 



“But those who hope in the LORD 

will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be faint,” 

Isaiah 40:31 

C 
hapter 40 of the Book of 
Isaiah has a resonance for 
Lindsay and for me. We 

have sung the opening verses many 
times as Christmas Carols or in 
part of in full performances of 
Handel’s Messiah. But it is the 
closing of that chapter that has had 
special resonance in the last year or 
so. 
We left Malawi at the end of March 
2015 for six months’ Home 
Assignment. And here we are (at the 
time of writing) in early May 2016 
still in the UK still on Home 
Assignment. Why? 
Out first few months were full of 
appointments to speak in churches, to 
meet supporters, to take a holiday and 
to catch up with our two daughters.  
 
 
When the wheels came off! 
Then came our medical which was 
required before we went back to the 
field. And that is when the wheels 
started to fall off! 
Lindsay had a, thankfully benign, 
tumour growing around a nerve 
bundle in her neck which required 

surgery. Ian had some problems with 
his Type 2 Diabetes which required 
closer monitoring. And suddenly the 
end of September return date passed 
with no sign of a return. 
 
Joyous time ... but anxious 
Then Christmas and New Year came 
and went, a second Easter in the UK 
happened – joyous times, all with our 
daughters and our home church 
community but still the anxiety about 
if or when we would return continued 
to grow. 
I will admit there were times when 
we asked the question “Why?” over 
and over again. There were times, 
certainly for me, wondering if we 
would actually be going back to 
Malawi at all.  
But now there is hope that we may be 
returning soon. There is still no fixed 
date but at least conversations about 
returning have begun and the 
prognosis from the medical side is 
looking better. 
So again, the question “Why?” comes 
up. Why the problems, why the 

delay? I think the answer is that 
perhaps we were, certainly I was, too 
keen or anxious to get back to 
Malawi. I think that God needed to 
slow things down so that we could be 
properly prepared to return to the 
rigours of the field. And, just maybe, 
He wanted to us to rest a bit more in 
Him, to realise that it is His work we 
should be doing, not ours. 
 
So why so personal a view? 
So why are we telling such a personal 
story here?  
It is because missionaries do face 
times of uncertainty and difficulty 
both on the field and at home and it is 
important to realise and accept this.  
Please pray for missionaries when the 
unexpected crops up. Sometimes we 
find ourselves asking “why?”, 
sometimes the challenges  require 
extra patience, or maybe our “now” is 
not God’s timing.   
Pray also that we would all wait 
patiently on the Lord, and allow him 
to renew our strength in his good and 
perfect will. 

From our Foreign Correspondents 

 

Waiting on the Lord? 

For SIM Malawi’s 

communications team, Ian 

and Lindsay Farrimond, the 

last year or so has not gone 

as planned.  

 

Well, not as they planned 

anyway! 
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Ian and Lindsay teaching a Chichewa worship song in their home 

church, Holy Trinity, Jesmond, Newcastle upon Tyne 


