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As the last issue of Malawi Amoto was 

being produced, we heard of the 

untimely death of our much loved and 

long-serving colleague, Paul Barr. We 

have an article about his long life and 

service in Malawi. 

PBS 2015 has resulted in more positive 

steps being taken to stir up churches 

and individual Christians to get more 

involved with mission work. 

KINDLE Orphan Outreach is a major 

partner in the Nanjoka area of Malawi 

and it has a new director; we meet 

him. 

Jolanda Bontenbal trained as a nurse in 

Holland and is now taking the lead in a 

charity which is helping people through 

a clinic, a school and home visits. 

Previous issues of Malawi Amoto are 

available at: http://www.simmalawi.org/

images-of-sim-malawi/malawi-amoto-

emagazine/ 
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PBS 2015: Mission 

takes another step 

forward 

T 
he Pastors’ Book Set 
Conference (PBS) is an 
established part of the work 

of SIM Malawi and its partners. 
The latest event, PBS 2015, was 
held between 23-27 November 
2015, in the northern town of 
Mzuzu.  
Under the overall banner, again, of 
‘Seek first God’s Kingdom’, the 
conference looked at encouraging the 
Malawian Church to break out of its 

The 2015 Pastors’ Book Set 

Conference (PBS 2015) was 

held in the Northern town 

of Mzuzu. In addition to a 

week of Bible teaching, 

some new steps forward for 

mission in the Malawian 

Church have been planned 

Prayer was a vital part of PBS 2015 

Continued on page 2 



dependency on overseas missionaries 
and look at starting to send Malawian 
Christians to other countries to 
spread God’s word. 
Watson Rajaratnam, SIM Malawi’s 
New Initiatives Consultant and one 
of the organisers of PBS 2015, said: 
“PBS 2015 was a very successful 
event, as delegates were motivated, 
mobilised and challenged to look at 
missions across the border as 
something they can be actively 
involved in.  
“For me three things which stood out 
as major outcomes of the conference 
were: 1) the possibility of the 

Malawian Church looking above and 
looking within instead of looking 
abroad for mission support and 
mission sending; 2) looking at doing 
business as mission in restrictive 
nations: and 3) the possibility of the 
Malawian Church and Malawian 
Christians breaking out of the 
receiving mode and moving to a 
sending mode. 
 
Exciting developments 
“All of these are major steps forward 
and will lead to exciting 
developments in the near future.” 
As with previous PBS events, the 
feeling was that while there was such 
a strong groundswell of enthusiasm 
being created, something needed to 
be done quickly to capture that 
feeling. PBS 2015 was no different 

and, already, a series of two-day 
seminars is being set up to continue 
the discussions in several key areas. 
The topics which will be covered at 
these two-day events will include: 
 Motivation and Selection 
 Maintaining Spiritual Vitality on 

the Mission Field 
 Mission Sending (Prayer and 

Finance) 
 The Partnership between 

Missionary, Church and Agency 
 Challenges while Serving in a 

Multicultural Team/Team Work 
 Cross-cultural Communication 

and Contextualisation 
 Missionary Life 
“The aim is to bring those who are 
interested in full-time missionary 
work, and those who want to send, to 
the next level in their missionary 
journey,” said Watson. 
 
Working with partners 
“We will be holding the meetings in 
February, March and April, starting 
in Mzuzu and then visiting Lilongwe 
and finally Blantyre.  
“There are a number of topics we 
want to discuss in these meetings and 
then, working with the Malawi 
Mission Initiative, which came out of 
PBS 2013 in Lilongwe, we hope to 

move things further to see Malawi 
becoming a true sending country for 
missionaries.” 
“In addition to the two-day events we 
are also having discussions with the 
Evangelical Bible College of Malawi 
(EBCoM) about the possibility of 
introducing a training programme for 
prospective missionary candidates. 
 
Working with individuals 
“It is easy in all of this to start 
looking at church denominations and 
other organisations but it is important 
to remember that it is individuals 
who will go out of Malawi to be 
overseas missionaries. With this in 
mind, a one-to-one mentoring 
programme is being considered for 
individuals who are keen to become 
missionaries,” he said. 
 

 

 

 

 

The Pastors’ Book Set 

Conference is supported by 

SIM Malawi Project  

MW96558 Pastors’ Book Set 

Conferences 
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Delegates and speakers outside the conference venue  

for PBS 2015 

Watson Rajaratnam 
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‘Not in a hurry to 

make big changes’ 

J 
oseph Kandiyesa took over 
the reins of the organisation 
at the beginning of December 

2014 when Dean Stocker, the 
Director for the previous three 
years, stood down.  
Joseph comes to KINDLE having 
spent the last four  years as the 
Chairman of the Salima Civil Society 
Network, an organisation he 
describes as being a voice for, and 
promoting co-operation between, a 
number of diverse organisations in 
and around Salima. 
Joseph takes on his new role with 
excitement at taking over a well-run 

and well respected organisation, but 
fully aware of the challenges that he 
faces, not least in the area of fund 
raising. 
 
Exciting and challenging 
“I take on the role as Director with 
feelings of excitement but also 
knowing it will be challenging,” said 
Joseph, “excited, because of the 
strategy that KINDLE takes forward, 
integrating community involvement, 
spiritual matters etc. I can see how 
this interacts with others and how it 
has a lot of potential to bring hope to 
people in the community.  
“Challenged, because I have to take 
on the work that Dean Stocker, the 
previous Director has done. I need to 
put on his shoes and carry things on. 
I am grateful that he will remain 
available for advice and 
encouragement. 
 
Major challenge - funding 
“One major challenge will be fund 
raising. I cannot help but wonder: 

‘Will friends of Dean who support us 
become friends of mine and continue 
to do so now that he has stepped 
down?’ Part of this challenge will be 
to help them to trust the new 
leadership, and I think we have made 
a good start in this,” he said. 
But his excitement will be tempered 
as he is in no rush to bring about big 
changes but wants to build on the 
foundations already in place. He 
quotes Malawi’s first President, Dr 
Hastings Kamuzu Banda, who was 
reported as saying: “When I take over 
responsibility for something, I build 
on the foundations to a certain height 
but, if I cannot do that [build], I do 
not let it drop [below its existing 
height].” 
 
Food aid to key areas 
Joseph is firmly of the opinion that 
KINDLE is where it is today because 
people took time to develop it. At the 
time the organisation was set up in 
2001/02 there was a devastating 
famine in Malawi as the rains failed 
and crops were destroyed or did not 
grow at all. So when it was set up, 
KINDLE was primarily a food- and 
aid-distribution organisation but over 
the years it has developed and grown 
to serve the villages and communities 
around Nanjoka in a number of ways. 
KINDLE works under a number of 
‘heads’: health, education, nutrition 
and critical care, food security, 
Community development and 
spiritual focus. Each of these areas of 
work is aimed towards orphans and 
vulnerable people within the 

The headline sums up the 

view of Joseph Kandiyesa 

(above) as he takes over as 

Director of SIM Malawi’s 

partner, KINDLE Orphan 

Outreach (KINDLE) 

Continued on page 4 

KINDLE has helped local people to access clean, safe water for 

domestic use and also to irrigate fields 
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communities and villages within its 
area of operation.  
But it works in an unique way. 
Although it is called KINDLE (which 
stands for Kids In Need Deserve 
Love and Encouragement) Orphan 
Outreach, it owns no orphanages. 
Instead, the Outreach part of the title 
means that it reaches out to orphans 
in the communities in which they 
live. This gives KINDLE a vital link 
to the villages and communities 
around its central office complex in 
Nanjoka. 
 
‘Community Week’ 
“There probably will be changes over 
the next two years, but not huge ones. 
One thing I would like is to see the 
community taking more 
responsibility for care for the 
vulnerable. I think it is easier for me 
to ask for this than for Dean because 
I am their ‘son’ or ‘brother’ and not 
an outsider,” he said. 
“I have an idea that one week in 
every year we will have a 
‘Community Week’ for people to 
identify the needs in their own 
community. We will make KINDLE 
staff available to help in this and then 
see if and where KINDLE can help in 
practical ways. I want this work to be 
a catalyst for other work to take 
place, and we will do the resulting 
work as and when we have the 
resources available.” 
 
Katawa Clinic - major success 
One of the most successful parts of 
KINDLE is the Katawa Clinic which 
has developed a strong reputation for 
good health care in trying conditions. 
The clinic has no mains electricity 
but still it draws people from as far as 
Salima Boma, about 10-15kms 
distance, to Dowa, a town some 50 or 
so kilometres from its site. 
“We want to see Katawa continue to 
flourish and grow,” said Joseph. 
“The area from which it receives 
patients is large and this is a 
reflection of the quality of health care 
patients receive. But we want more. 
One of the things that have been in 
the plans for a while is the provision 

of maternity services. We want to 
build a dedicated maternity unit but 
we need to have a reliable electricity 
supply to provide the services. We 
are in discussion with ESCOM (the 
Electricity Supply Company of 
Malawi) to bring mains electricity to 
Katawa and those discussions remain 
ongoing,” he said 
Katawa comes under the ‘Health’ 
aspect of KINDLE’s work; another 
important area of work is Education. 
Indeed, education is an area which 
Joseph sees as important and he has 
some far-reaching plans to develop 
that part of KINDLE’s work. 
“An area I want to see develop is 
Educational Sponsorship. I want to 
facilitate the construction of a new 
secondary school in the area. My 
vision is that orphans from that area 
will be able to attend for free while 
others will be expected to pay. We 
would look to involve government 
teachers for the school. 
 
Better internal links 
“I also want to see even better 
internal links with the KINDLE 
organisation itself. So, for example, if 
someone working in the area of 
nutrition at, say Katawa Clinic, talks 
about the kinds of food that are 
needed to help patients there, I would 
want the person in charge of Food 
Security to take note, and to work 

with farmers in our area to make sure 
they plant the crops which will 
provide that food. That, I think, is a 
vital area for the future,” he said 
So the new Director of KINDLE will 
move, to use a familiar Chichewa 
phrase, ‘Pang’ono 
pang’ono’ (literally ‘slowly, 
 slowly’) but this does not mean he is 
sitting too still and quiet. He is 
determined that KINDLE will 
continue to flourish under his 
guidance. But, as he settles into his 
new role, is Joseph Kandiyesa feeling 
confident about the future for himself 
and the organisation? 
 
Confidence to face tomorrow 
“Yes I am very confident and, with 
the help of God, we can make it. I 
have a very supportive board and a 
very supportive outgoing Director 
and, with this goodwill to draw upon 
and the help of God, I have the 
confidence to face tomorrow!” he 
said. 
 
 
 
KINDLE Orphan Outreach is 

supported by SIM Malawi 

project MW96758 Outreach 

and Development in Nanjoka 

Community 

Some of the children KINDLE works with around Nanjoka 

Continued from page 3 
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Our People Out There 

 

Tapping into  

‘Wells of Joy’ 

T 
he Malawian charity ‘Wells 
of Joy’ is approaching its 
15th anniversary and after a 

quiet start it has seen significant 
development and change over the 
last five or six years. One of the 
latest changes has seen SIM 
Malawi missionary Jolanda 
Bontenbal take up the post of Co-
ordinator and become more 

responsible for the day-to-day 
running of the organisation along 
with its Director, Ethel Changa. 
Jolanda was first introduced to Wells 
of Joy by fellow Dutch missionary 
Marjan van den Bos when the 
Bontenbal’s first arrived in Malawi. 
Marjan invited Jolanda to get 
involved, which she did helping on 
the clinic at the Nyaka Centre and 
also getting involved in Home-Based 
Care visits. 
 
Good opportunity 
“In Holland I trained as a nurse and 
worked for a while as a district 
nurse,” said Jolanda. 
“I knew that when I came to Malawi, 
with my husband Nico, that I wanted 
to get involved in some way with the 
health sector but didn’t know how 
that would be. Having seen what 
Wells of Joy was doing and hearing 
from Marjan about the plans, it 

seemed a good opportunity and so I 
started to help out.” 
But her helping out took a major 
change in August 2014 after Marjan 
informed people that she and her 
husband would be moving away from 
Malawi to start a new work in 
Ethiopia. Jolanda was asked if she 
would consider taking over the work 
which Marjan was doing. At first 
there was a great deal of reluctance 
on Jolanda’s part but God had other 
ideas! 
“I was really unsure about taking on 
the work which Marjan had done and 
getting more involved in the ways 
that Wells worked and would work in 
the future,” she said. 
 
Confirmation confirmed 
“But then I remembered the verse 
which was given to me at my 
Confirmation in Holland. Isaiah 
58:10-11says: ‘If you spend 
yourselves on behalf of the hungry 
and satisfy the needs of the 
oppressed, then your light will rise in 
the darkness, and your night will 
become like the noonday. The Lord 
will guide you always He will satisfy 
your needs in a sun-scorched land.’ 
“After that there was no doubt in my 
mind that God wanted me to take on 
this work and I did so willingly!” 
But Jolanda then had to go through a 
time of change herself. Although she 
had trained and qualified as a nurse in 
Holland, she had to go through a 
tough two-month registration period 
to be allowed to practise as a nurse in 
Malawi. This involved working in 
local government and private 
hospitals around Blantyre, covering a 
number of specialities before she was 

Continued on page 6 

In Holland, Jolanda 

Bontenbal trained and 

worked as a District Nurse. 

Now in Malawi she is 

putting that training into 

practice as she co-ordinates 

the work of a local charity, 

‘Wells of Joy’ 

Wells of Joy volunteers learning how to make natural medicines 



allowed to practise on her own 
behalf. 
Wells of Joy started life as a small 
prayer group of people who wanted 
to help in their area but were unsure 
what to do and where to set it up. 
That was back in 2000. Slowly they 
were able to develop a small food 
programme for the most vulnerable 
people in their area, people so 
chronically sick that they were 
unable to work. 
After this came a small clinic set up 
on the Khonde (veranda) of a local 
house. Soon a small hut became 
home for a day-care centre for 
orphans. And this is how Wells of 
Joy operated, albeit under the ‘Prayer 
Watch Network’ banner, for a 
number of years. 
 
Major change 
A big change came when a 
Norwegian church group donated 
money which allowed the building of 
the first Wells of Joy centre in Nyaka 
village. This centre, built by a Dutch 
organisation, offers a clinic, a day-
care centre and a training room. 
There is also a large covered outdoor 
area which is used to help train 
women in the area in new crafts and 
skills. Additionally, there is a large 
garden in which a variety of plants 
are grown, a number of which are 
used in the production of natural 
medicines. 
“One area of my work is with the 
volunteers who help out at Wells of 
Joy,” said Jolanda. 
“They help in a number of ways, 
including visiting patients in the 
Home-Based Care programme. I 
have been trained in the preparation 
of natural medicines and so I am able 
to teach to the volunteers. We make a 
range of ointments which are good 
for the kind of skin problems we 
regularly see and also a tincture 
which is good for boosting the 
immune system, something vital for 
those suffering from HIV/AIDS. 
They make these products and then 
take them round to patients on their 
visits.” 
But there is a strong spiritual side to 
the work as well. Jolanda will 

regularly pray for patients in the 
clinic and always when she visits 
them in their own homes. She is also 
working with the volunteers to have 
them involved in regular devotions 
and Bible study, and encourages 
them to take what they learn and 
share it with the patients they see on 
their visits. 
So as Jolanda gets used to her new 
job, what does the future look like? 
“We now have two centres, with the 
second at the BCA Township, also 
near Limbe, being opened recently, 
offering the same kind of 

programmes as the Nyaka centre,” 
she said. 
 
Forward with confidence 
“I am still getting used to my new 
rôle but what is helping is that a local 
doctor has become involved with the 
clinic at Nyaka. He actually lives in 
one of the villages near the Nyaka 
centre so that is a big help and 
having him take part in the clinic is 
good 
“Looking a bit further ahead we have 
constructed a new ward which we 
hope to open as an in-patient facility 
for children suffering from 
malnutrition, which is a big problem 
in rural Malawi. The building is there 
but it may still take some time before 
it can be fully operational; that is 
something we are working towards. 
“For longer than that, we need 
prayer: prayer for the volunteers to 
get better involved with daily 
devotions and to grow in their faith 
and have the confidence to share it, 
prayer for the direction which God 
wants Wells of Joy to develop, and 
prayer for me personally as I try to 
help steer the organisation into that 
future.” 
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(Above) Jolanda reading the Bible as part of a home visit 

(Below) work in the Wells of Joy clinic 

Continued from page 5 



O 
n Wednesday 21st October, 
2015, our dear friend and 
colleague Paul Barr, one of 

Christ’s saints, was ushered into 
glory, and I am sure Paul would 
have heard those words face to face 
from His beloved Lord and 
Saviour. He was 70 years old, and 
two days shy of his 44

th
 wedding 

anniversary. 
Our sincere condolences are with his 
widow Marilyn, their children, 
Andrew, Jeremy and Cheryl, and 
their families, including seven 
grandchildren. 
Paul’s death was sudden and 
unexpected for Marilyn and for all of 
us, though it is true he had been 

recovering from a bout of malaria.  
 
Family gathering  
However, he was recovering well, 
and had hosted a visit from SIM NZ 
colleagues only the day before at 
their Nanjoka farm. But it was not 
unexpected for his/our Lord Jesus. 
His son Jeremy was already back in 
Malawi for a visit, having recently 
moved to Zimbabwe. His daughter 
Cheryl was in transit between USA 
and Malawi, coming for both a 
business and personal visit. His other 
son Andrew had just received his new 
passport, and so was able to jump on 
a plane from Australia almost 
immediately. All were in Malawi for 
the funeral at the farm a few days 
later on Saturday 24th October, along 
with an estimated 1,500 others. 
People had come from all over 
Malawi and even from neighbouring 
Mozambique to be there, to honour 
Paul for the man he was and for all he 
had done. 
 
Malawi born 
Paul Knox Barr was born at 
Malamulo hospital in Malawi’s 

Thyolo district on 5th June 
1945. His parents, Robert 
and Elinor Barr, were 
missionaries with Africa 
Evangelical Fellowship 
(AEF), based with the 
Africa Evangelical Church 
(AEC) in the small rural 
village of Chididi in 
Nsanje district, southern 
Malawi. Paul grew up here 
in Malawi with occasional 
visits back to the USA 
from where his parents had 
originated. He went to 
school in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe, followed by 
college in the USA, where 
he studied agriculture and 

Biblical studies. He also served four 
years in the United States Navy. He 
and Marilyn, the daughter of 
Canadian AEF missionaries in 
Zambia, were married in the USA on 
23rd October 1971. 
Paul and Marilyn returned to Malawi 
in 1974 to commence their own  
40-year period of missionary service 
with AEF (continuing with SIM) in 
discipleship, practical and building 
work, and nursing roles, firstly in 
Lulwe (also in Nsanje), then 
Blantyre, where Paul was field leader 
for ten years, and most recently, at 
Nanjoka in Salima, and the lakeshore 
area since 2000. Paul was also 
ordained as a minister within the 
AEC. 
 
Remembering Paul’s 

characteristics 
As people sent in messages of 
condolence to SIM and to Marilyn, I 
was reminded of a number of Paul’s 
characteristics through words used to 
describe him – humble, teacher, 
mentor, inspiration, selfless, servant, 
witness, faithful, influencer,  
disciple-maker, man of God, 
counsellor, gentleness – and the list 
could go on. A list of words that of 
course also describe our Lord Jesus. 
Paul gave his life to Jesus, and 
followed him passionately, 
obediently, reverently. Paul had a 
wonderful discipleship ministry and 
many at the funeral stood in 
testimony, that their lives had been 
influenced for Christ by Paul. Paul 
was not a man of programs, but a 
man of relationships.  
For those of us who knew Paul, how 
do we honour him? We honour him 
by following in his footsteps, by 
honouring his and our Lord Jesus 
with our own lives as well. 
Well done, good and faithful 

servant!  

Paul Barr - A Tribute 

“Well done, good and 

faithful servant!” 
These are the words of our 

Lord Jesus for those who 

have honoured Him in the 

use of their time, their 

gifts, their capabilities, with 

their whole lives. 

Words applicable to Paul 

Barr, as Mike Hammond 

reports 
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SLC 2013: Mike Hammond presents Paul and 

Marilyn with a A plaque to mark 40 years’ 

service wAith AEF and SIM Malawi 


