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Giving our all for God and His Glory was 

the underlying theme of our Spiritual 

Life Conference which also saw one of 

our teenagers baptised in the school 

swimming pool. 

 

The Pastors’ Book Set Conference is 

fast approaching, this year in Mzuzu; we 

look at preparations and also prayer 

requests. 

 

MMI has been featured several times in 

Malawi Amoto; it is starting to build up 

good momentum in its works. 

 

People Out There this time features one 

of our partners in Blantyre, Rays of 

Hope, a firm favourite with our STAs! 

  

To contact us, or for more information 

about Malawi Amoto, please email: 

malawi.communications@sim.org 

  

Previous issues of Malawi Amoto are 

available at: http://www.simmalawi.org/

images-of-sim-malawi/malawi-amoto-

emagazine/ 
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D 
uring the second-to-last 
week of July, SIM Malawi 
held its annual Spiritual 

Life Conference at Kamuzu 
Academy. It was a great time of 
fellowship, relaxation, and 
spiritual filling! Our speaker this 
year was Victor Nakah 
(Zimbabwe), the Senior Vice-
President of Spiritual Ministry at 
CURE International.   
Dr Nakah discussed giving our all – 
our work, our lives, our passions, 
our strengths, our relationships, even 
our free time – to God for His glory. 
“The call to trust in Christ as 
Saviour,” he explained, “is also a 
call to follow Him as Lord.” His 
series, entitled ‘Keeping the Main 
Thing the Main Thing’, encouraged 
the team to refocus on what really 
matters: glorifying God. 
 
Sharing struggles and praise 
Along with the messages, everyone 
was given a chance briefly to share 
their praises, struggles, and stories 
from the last year. After a few had 
shared, the team then split into small 
groups to pray for them, living out 
SIM’s motto: ‘By Prayer’.  
While the adults met to learn and 
pray, a team from the Northern 
District Chinese Community Church 
of Sydney (Australia) taught the 
kids. This year was particularly 

special for one of our teenagers, Taz, 
who decided to get baptised!  The 
baptism took place in Kamuzu 
Academy’s swimming pool, 
officiated by Pastor Jim Young. The 

Giving our all 
for God and 
His Glory 
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Short-Term Associate, 

Shelby Walden, looks back 

at this year’s Spiritual Life 

Conference which, in 

addition to quality Bible 

teaching, saw a stand-out 

moment for one of our 

teenagers 

Kamuzu Academy, home for  

SIM Malawi’s SLC 



entire SIM team was there to 
encourage young Taz as he made this 
declaration of faith! Afterwards, the 
kids (and some of the braver adults) 
took turns jumping off the high-
diving block. 
 
Groans and huzzahs! 
I’ll admit – when I’ve mentioned the 
Spiritual Life Conference (SLC) to 
other missionaries here in Malawi, 
I’ve heard just as many groans as I 
have huzzahs. (Okay, fine. I haven’t 
heard any actual huzzahs. But the 
sentiment is the same.) While 
everyone seems to enjoy SLC once 
they get there, it’s not necessarily 
something that they wait for with 

bated breath. The food is often not 
what was requested, the beds are 
uncomfortable, the drive from 
Blantyre to Kasungu takes about 
eight hours, the facilities don’t 
always work … there’s a lot of 
reasons not to look forward to it.  
But I did. All year long and with all 
my heart. And perhaps you think I’m 
crazy, but I’m not the only one. You 
see, I love SLC. Every year, it’s a 
chance for the entire SIM Malawi 
family to come together. Team 
members from all over Malawi – 
some who haven’t seen each other in 
a year – get together to worship, 
learn, pray, and play. Old jokes are 
revived, stories are told, the children 
rediscover the best friend they had 

forgotten they made last year, 
competitions break out over Encore 
and football, and, ultimately, spirits 
are restored.   
 
A time to ... 
It’s a time to reconnect with people 
who are going through the same 
things you are. A time to pray for 
each other and be prayed for by 

people who love you. A time to 
celebrate successes and acknowledge 
difficulties. Because life on the 
mission field is hard. Exciting, 
culturally diverse, and meaningful, 
yes. But also hard. And often, when 
you’re feeling discouraged, it’s easy 
to feel like you are all alone. But 
SLC reminds you that you’re not. 
And I thank God for it.  
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Preparing for Taz’s baptism in the school swimming pool 

The team getting down to work at SLC 

SLC speaker Victor Nakah 
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T 
he books have arrived, the 
speakers are confirmed and 
preparations are well in 

hand for the next Pastors’ Book Set 
Mission Conference (PBS) which is 
set to take place in the northern 
Malawi town of Mzuzu in 
November. 
Building on the success of the 
conferences in Blantyre (2012) and 
Lilongwe (2013), the 2015 version of 
this popular event will be slightly 
smaller, 350 pastors, but will be 
important as it opens up the northern 
region of Malawi. 
While talking about the focus of 
Mzuzu PBS, Watson Rajaratnam, a 

previous PBS 
speaker and 
recently arrived 
as SIM Malawi’s 
New Initiative 
Consultant, 
explained: “We 
are organising 
this conference, 
with the aim of 
motivating 
Malawian pastors 
and leaders for 
Missions, 
identifying 
missionary 
candidates, 
equipping and 
ultimately 
sending them into 
the harvest fields. 
 “Bringing sets of 

Seek the Kingdom of 
God first 
PBS 2015 Mzuzu 

Watson Rajaratnam (above), 

SIM Malawi’s New Initiative 

Consultant and speaker at 

PBS 2013, looks forward to 

this year’s event in the 

northern town of Mzuzu 

• Prepare the ground in the North 
of Malawi to receive the 
messages on Mission; 

• Stir churches in the North and 
other parts of Malawi to send 
their pastors and leaders to the 
conference; 

• Bring the 325 participants we are 
targeting for the conference; 

• Provide the outstanding funding 
(approximately US$10,000) still 
needed to run the conference; 

• Provide good health to the 
organising team as well as 
wisdom and grace to them as 
they focus on various logistical 
preparations for the conference 
(e.g. transport of book sets to 
Mzuzu, lunch for all participants, 

accommodation for the team 
etc.); 

• Encourage the right participants 
to respond to the radio publicity 
and register their names for the 
conference by the first week of 
November; 

• Provide good health to the 
speakers, Conrad Mbewe 
(Zambia), Johnson Asare 
(Ghana), Watson Rajaratnam 
Joseph, Nico Bontenbal (SIM 
Malawi), Paul Mawaya (CCAP), 
James Kalikwembe (EAM), and 
Yunusu Mataka (Mthenga 
Wabwino); 

• Give His anointing and abundant 
grace to the speakers that they 
may prayerfully prepare and 
present relevant messages during 
the conference; 

• Give favour in the eyes of the 
Aviation Authorities and 
Immigration Officials of Malawi 
to issue the clearance to the 
landing of the Flying Mission flight 
chartered to bring in speaker 
Conrad Mbewe from Zambia; 

• Raise Malawian pastors who 
would be ready to send cross-
cultural and cross-border 
missionaries, and missionaries 
who would respond to the call 
to serve in other parts of the 
world. 

 Pray that God may 

Continued on    
page 4 

Delight for one delegate as he gets his book set at the 

last PBS in Lilongwe 2013 



books from overseas and organising 
speakers who have busy schedules is 
not easy but, praise God, we have 
managed it by His grace! Now we get 
into the detailed planning for the 
conference; there is still much be to 
be achieved and to be prayed over.” 
Not least in the prayer needs is 

funding which is necessary to help 
make the event pay for itself. 
“We are asking pastors to pay 
towards the event but we still need 
around US$10,000 to help meet the 
overall costs of putting on this event. 
Money is needed for publicity, for 
paying expenses, for hiring of the 
venue and for the food we will 
provide for the delegates,” said 
Watson. 
“We have been in this situation in 
previous years and we are confident 

that God will provide for our needs as 
Mission belongs to God.” 
Moving the conference to the 
northern region of Malawi is partly in 
response to requests made by pastors 
in that part of the country. Travel 
around Malawi can be difficult but, in 
spite of this, many pastors have made 
the very long journey to Blantyre and 
Lilongwe for previous conferences 
and training events. But there have 
been pleas from pastors in the north 
to bring training to them and this plea 
has been heeded. 
Through this conference we hope to 
see more and more churches in 
Malawi, committing themselves to 
make missions their top priority and 
prayerfully raising missionaries to fill 
the harvest fields. Thus, the 
possibility of Malawi becoming a 
mission force to reckon with, would 
no longer be just a lofty dream, but a 
sure reality, by His grace. 
 

The Pastors’ Book Set 
Conference is supported by SIM 

Malawi project MW96558 
Pastors’ Book Set Conferences 
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MMI continues to build 
momentum 

Seek God’s Kingdom first 

Continued from page 3 

Commissioning pastors for mission at PBS 213 

T 
he Malawi Mission Initiative 
(MMI) is starting to gain 
some momentum as it looks 

to encourage Malawian Christians 
to step out in faith to undertake the 
Great Commission.  
Already it has successfully run a 
seven-module Mission Training 
Course in Blantyre and there are 

plans to run this again, this time in 
the country’s capital Lilongwe, to 
help the many people from the 
northern part of the country to take 
part. In addition, MMI is also 
working with the Evangelical 
Association of Malawi (EAM) to 
promote the third SIM Malawi 
Pastors’ Book Set Conference (PBS) 
in November.  
This PBS will take place in the 
northern city of Mzuzu. As with the 
PBS events in Blantyre in 2012 and 
Lilongwe in 2013, the Mzuzu PBS 
will concentrate on the topic of 
mission and will include a number of 
speakers expert in this vital area of 
church life. 
The first MMI mission course, 
consisting of seven seminars running 

once a month from October 2014 to 
May 2015, saw a number of 
Malawian pastors and missionaries 
address mission-relevant topics: 
mission strategies, culture and 
mission, financial strategies, mission 
in a Muslim context and in context of 
African Traditional Religions (ATR), 
mission and leadership, mission and 
church-planting. An average of 60 
church leaders attended the series of 
one-day seminars. 
One of the key players in the 
development of the MMI Mission 
Course was Nico Bontenbal and he 
spoke to Malawi Amoto about the 
course. 
 

Set up after the 2013 

Pastors’ Book Set 

Conference, the Malawi 

Mission Initiative (MMI) has 

enjoyed a busy year as Nico 

Bontenbal explains 

Continued on page 5 
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What is your role in the MMI 
training? 
My role, with the help of some 
others, was to plan and design a 
curriculum to train Malawian pastors 
for Mission across the borders of 
Malawi. We prepared the individual 
topics for the seven seminar days. 
Each day started with a topic-related 
Bible study and contained prayer for 
the persecuted church. 
 
Who was the target 
audience? 
As a result of the two Pastors’ Book 
Set Conferences in 2012 and 2013 we 
had a group of around 1,600 people 
who were interested in Mission. We 
knew from this group that at least 
300 showed an interest in doing 
Missions across borders themselves.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So we invited them to this course. 
Most of the participants came from 
the Blantyre region; however, some 
came from the capital Lilongwe or 
even Mzuzu, far up in the north of 
Malawi. 
 
What is the impact of the 
course?  
So far, we have had a group of 40 
people who attended more than four 
times out of the seven seminars, and 
others participated occasionally in the 
other meetings. But in total we 
impacted a group of around 200 
participants. Time will show what 
fruit will grow out of these seminars. 
We have been asked by many people 
to continue this course so we see that 
there is a growing interest in Mission 
across the borders. 
One lady told me that she has already 

started a mission project within 
Malawi to evangelise among her own 
people. 
We also have a group of Bible 
College students who attended all the 
meetings. They were very eager to 
learn. When one of them missed one 
seminar, he asked us for the audio 
recording of those sessions so that he 
could catch up on the material that 
was covered. We are now in contact 
with the college to make this course 
available for all the students.  
 
Which topic made the most 
impact?  
Many participants were impressed by 
the Bible studies and the topic about 
mission and culture. Other topics 
which seemed to have made an 
impact were on church planting and 
contextualisation. For many people it 
was an eye-opener to see the 
relevance of culture and 
contextualization. This was not only 
helpful for mission across the borders 
but also for their work as pastors in 
local churches.  
 
What can people reading this 
pray about for MMI as it goes 
forward? 
There are a number of prayer 
requests that we have: 
 
Give thanks for each participant at 
the MMI mission seminars. 
 
Please pray that what they learned 
will trigger them to be an advocate 
for missions in their church 
denomination and to get involved in 
the Great Commission. 
 
Please pray for all the preparations 
for the major PBS Mission 
Conference in November, aiming at 
reaching about 350 church leaders. 
 
Please join us in prayer for the Lord’s 
provision for the financial needs of 
this project. 
 
 
 

MMI is supported through 
SIM Malawi Project 96753 

Mission Advancement Fund 

Continued from page 4 

Images (top and bottom) from MMI training sessions 
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Our People Out There 
 

Nourish a child – 
Nurture the Nation 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he 
should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding 
fault, and it will be given to him.” 

James 1:5 

T 
he story of SIM Malawi’s 
partner Rays of Hope is, in 
many ways, the story of its 

founder and director, Willie 
Mpasuka. Rays of Hope was 
founded by Willie, and two others 
no longer with the project, in 2009, 
initially to help children who were 
being failed by the overloaded 
education system in Malawi. 
Willie Mpasuka, 
the seventh of 
nine children, 
was born in 
Zomba where his 
father worked for 
the Malawi 
Government. A 
difficult home 
life meant that he 
struggled at 
primary school – 
a fate that befalls many Malawian 
children today. His father retired and 
decided to move away from Zomba 
but Willie realised the city was the 
only place he would be able to get an 
education. He spoke to his oldest 
brother, a school teacher, and asked if 
he could stay with him to be able to 
go to school. 
 
Claiming the promise 
In Standard 7 Willie gave his life to 
the Lord and during his Bible reading 
he came across James 1:5: “If any of 
you lacks wisdom, he should ask 
God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be 
given to him.” He claimed the 
promise of this verse for himself; he 

also prayed that he would come top 
of his class, a position he had never 
occupied. Hard work and answered 
prayer saw him achieve this! But his 
teacher brother thought his school 
report was wrong and was only 
satisfied after he had gone to the 
school to talk to Willie’s teachers! 
Willie went on to study a BA in 
Biblical Studies at the Africa Bible 
College (ABC) in Lilongwe, gained a 
Post-Graduate Diploma in 
Management from the Polytechnic of 
Malawi in Blantyre and a Masters in 
International Development from 

Eastern University in Pennsylvania, 
USA. 
 
Helping children failed by 
systems 
“When I, and my colleagues, set up 
Rays of Hope we wanted to help the 
children who were being failed by the 
system,” he said. 
“Poor home backgrounds can result 
in children being slow learners or 
under performing in class, just as I 
did. We wanted to do something 
about this and the idea of the After 
School Club was born in me during 
an internship in America.” 

Continued on page 7 

Rays of Hope is a favourite 

with our Short-Term 

Associates (STAs) many of 

whom help with the feeding 

programme and also teach 

in after-school clubs. We 

spoke to its founder, Willie 

Mpasuka 

STA Sarah Dorman helping with 
the Rays of Hope feeding 

programme 



After his time at ABC Willie was 
able to travel to the USA to take up a 
one-year internship with Urban 
Promise International (UPI). UPI 
runs After Schools Clubs; he looked 
at the model it uses and decided that 
it would work in Malawi. He put a 
proposal together to bid for some 
seed funding and was successful. On 
his return to Malawi, Rays of Hope 
first started to shine. 
But soon he realised that more was 
needed than just helping children to 
catch up with school work with 
which they were struggling. He met 
two children who made him realise 
that many children needed help with 
their home situation and with 
nourishing food. 
“I met a 12-year-old boy called 
Yohane,” remembers Willie. 
“He was the youngest in his family 
and after his mother died his father 
remarried and moved away, leaving 
him with his older siblings. These 
siblings did not care for him well and 
eventually they, too, moved away 
and left him on his own. When I met 
him he was thin and dirty, his clothes 
were rags and he was hungry. 
 
A need to do more 
“When we started the After School 
Club we gave the children squash ad 
a snack. When I saw Yohane at the 
Club I realised we need to do more. I 
took the situation to a prayer group I 
attended and outlined the situation to 

the men there. We prayed about it 
and one member donated food to us 
so we could start a feeding 
programme. 
 
No budget for programme 
“I also met Evelyn who was in a 
similar position. She was the 
youngest of 15 people living in her 
grandfather’s house and was not 
getting the care she needed. So with 
these two children in mind I set up 
the feeding programme. After I had 
set it up I told my board! They said 
there was nothing in the budget for 
such a programme. That was true and 
is still true today but we regularly 
feed 70-80 children four days a week 

and we have seen the faithfulness of 
God in a mighty way as He has 
provided the food we need or the 
money needed to buy the food for the 
programme.” 
But it is not just young children who 
come under the work of Rays of 
Hope.  
Young people who have finished 
secondary school but who are unable 
to go to University also come under 
its umbrella.  
Rays of Hope regularly has a small 
group of young people it has 
identified who come to the 
Chilomoni centre to receive 
computer and other training.   
 
Developing ‘balanced kids’ 
 “Rays of Hope looks to develop 
balanced kids in terms of academic, 
social and spiritual training. Our goal 
is to raise Christian leaders who are 
competent enough to use their skills 
to develop the nation,” said Willie. 
“Every child has enough latent skills 
to do well in primary school. Slow 
learners have a backstory, a history 
to tell, just as I did and just as 
Yohane and Evelyn did, and our aim 
is to challenge those backstories and 
help the children to grow and 
develop.  
“You may be interested to know that 
since Yohane came into the 
programme he has really flourished 
at school and is now in the top five 
students in his year!” 
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STA Helen Ryan surrounded by enthusiastic pupils as she sets p a 

game in the After School Club 

Willie (back left) and members of the Rays of Hope team 


