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Malawi Amoto Editorial 
  

Happy New Year! Our first issue of 2015 

is full of ‘NEW’ things. We have a new 

country director, and a report on a NEW 

role for our former Country Director, 

Hans-Jörg Richter.  

  

Our NEW director is Mike Hammond, who 

has been Deputy Director for some time 

now.  We will include an interview with Mike 

in the next issue of Malawi Amoto. 

 

There are NEW opportunities for Sports 

Friends Malawi in the Liwonde area, near 

the southern tip of Lake Malawi. 

  

There is a NEW CD, produced by Youth 

Ministry Co-ordinator Pete Ong, featuring 

two youth choirs from the AEC. 

  

There is a NEW section - ‘Our People Out 

There - looking at some of the work SIM 

Malawi missionaries are doing which falls 

outside their main ministry roles. 

  

And there is a report on a training course in 

Sri Lanka which has proved to be a turning 

point for our Regional Children’s Ministry 

Co-ordinator. 

  

To contact us, or for more information about 

Malawi Amoto, please email: 

malawi.communications@sim.org 
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I n 2014, the International Leadership Team for SIM called a major 

conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to look at how SIM as an 

organisation can refocus in order to reflect the pioneering spirit of 

its earlier years. One of the outcomes of the conference was the 

foundation of the Malaysia Initiative Task Force (MITF), a five-
pronged approach to look at the refocusing. 
As a result of this, the SIM Malawi Country Director was invited to head 

up one of the prongs of the MITF, and he accepted the invitation. So from  
1 December 2014 Hans-Jörg Richter (HJ) stood down as SIM Malawi’s 

Country Director and is now the MITF Outreach Development Facilitator. 
“Part of my role as Outreach Development Facilitator is to work with 

countries, to help them get people who live and die without hearing or 

understanding the Gospel into better focus,” he said. 
 
Refocusing exercise 
“Another aspect of the work is to make sure SIM as an organisation is on 

the right track with regard to the refocusing exercise. I am not sure, just yet, 

whether the two parts of the new role are equally weighted or if one will 

take more of a lead than the other.  What I do know, 

however, is that there were a number of SIM 

Delegates at the Malaysia 2014 conference 

Continued on page 2 
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Country Directors at the Kuala 

Lumpur conference and they are 

excited about the refocusing and are 

keen to move forward.” 
 
Working across borders 
One of the things which HJ is 

looking at is how SIM works across 

borders. He uses the work being 

carried out among the Yawo people 

group in Malawi as an example. 

Although SIM Malawi is getting 

more involved with the work, the 

Yawo also live in Mozambique and 

in Tanzania. In other words their 

borders do not follow the geopolitical 

borders drawn up many years ago. 
“We may have to look at how we do 

ministries which cross national 

borders,” he said. 
 
Learning from each other 
“There will be problems with this but 

it may be one of the ways we take 

things forward. Perhaps SIM Malawi 

is doing something well and SIM 

Mozambique or Tanzania can learn 

from that. Equally, SIM Malawi 

could learn from the others’ work 

with the Yawo. 
“But this is not just an African 

problem; the same is true of many 

regions around the world and we 

have to look closely at this.” 
As with any new project which looks 

at the way an organisation works, 

HJ’s new role has an initial timescale 

attached to it. The MITF will have 

three years to come up with ideas 

before there is a further evaluation of 

how things are going.  It may well be 

that, after that evaluation, things may 

continue for another three years, and 

so on. 
 
Experience in Africa-only context 
But what are HJ’s feelings about 

taking on such a new and wide-
ranging job? One of his main 

concerns is that all of his missionary 

experience has been in an African 

context and he has much to learn 

about other parts of the world. 
“In human terms, I often wonder if I 

have the ability to cope with a new 

job and if it is too big for me. The 

new role is no different from that,” 

he said. 
“With the new job I also have the 

worry that missionaries can become 

entrenched in their ministry. An 

example would be a doctor who has 

come out to work in the medical field 

and he sees the job as only that. What 

I think I need to do is to start helping 
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SIM International Director Joshua Bogunjoko 

addressing the Malaysia 2014 conference 

 

Malaysia Initiative Task Force Roles:  

• Outreach development: Be the catalyst and leader in seeing that SIM 

takes ministries to contexts where people live and die without the Gospel. 

•  Ministry training: Serve as catalyst and leader in seeing that all SIM 

personnel are being trained and equipped to be effective in ministry in 

challenging contexts. 

• Resource development: Lead in developing global networks of 

relationships and resources for SIM's ministry initiatives amongst those 

beyond the reach of the Gospel. 

•  Spiritual vitality: Lead a renewed focus on personal and corporate 

worship and prayer in SIM in order that we will continually fan spiritual 

vitality into flame as we depend on God to empower us for sacrificial service. 

•  Focused mobilisation: Be the catalyst and leader in refocusing SIM's 

communications and mobilisation on ministries among those who are 

currently beyond the reach of the Gospel. 

HJ working in the clinic at the Chididi Health Centre in 2004 



others to see that there is more to the 

ministry than just the name. 

Everyone will need to be able to 

share the Gospel within their ministry 

and outside of it. For some people, 

that may be difficult but that is part 

of the refocusing of SIM. 
“What excites me is looking at how 

SIM can work in its current fields and 

also with other organisations to help 

spread the Gospel. We are likely to 

be working in new, possibly difficult, 

areas, and being able to draw on the 

expertise of others will be important. 

So, for example, if we are looking at 

a new area, do we go in to fill a 

specific niche or do we work in 

partnership with an existing 

organisation and help with resources, 

both material and human? 
“These, and many others, are the 

kinds of questions and situations I 

will be looking at over the next few 

years.” 
 
Mission interest ignited 
When HJ became a Christian, the 

church in Germany which he 

attended was very mission-minded 

and it was through this that he 

became interested in working in 

mission. He even chose his 

profession, that of a nurse, to help in 

this regard. 
After qualifying as a nurse he joined 

a German medical mission and was 

sent to Uganda for a year, in which 

time he also met his future wife, 

Andrea. After Uganda, he returned to 

Germany for further training in 

medical administration before he and 

Andrea joined DMG and were sent to 

Malawi. 
Their first tour of duty was working 

in the Chididi and Lulwe health 

centres in the Southern Region. They 

found facilities that had been 

neglected because the last medical 

missionary in the centres had left 

some seven years earlier. Their job 

was to re-establish the centres, which 

they did. 
Home Assignment in 2005 had HJ 

and Andrea wondering about the 

future and whether they should go 

back to Chididi/Lulwe or take up 

some other work in the Shire Valley. 

However, God’s plan was somewhat 

different! 
SIM Malawi’s then administrator was 

called to go and work in South 

Africa, so Country Director Ryan 

Hannah asked HJ to come to Blantyre 

and take over the role. Four years and 

another Home Assignment later, HJ 

was asked to take over as Country 

Director as Ryan was standing down, 

and he did this job until assuming his 

new role with MITF. 
 
Not cutting all ties 
As HJ settles into his new rôle, he 

will not cut his ties with SIM Malawi 

altogether. Officially, he is working 

for about 80 per cent of the time for 

MITF and 20 per cent for the Malawi 

field. 
“I will still have some work on the 

field,” he said. “The work with the 

Indian and Chinese Diaspora which 

we want to develop, some support for 

the Lutes in Mangochi and some of 

the outward-mission focused work.” 
But what of the future for his work 

with the MITF? 
“One of my immediate aims is to try 

and pull together a team of like-

minded people on each continent who 

are passionate for the refocusing of 

SIM and for the people who are 

living and dying without hearing or 

understanding the Gospel,” he said. 
 
Regenerate the pioneering spirit 
“The MITF can come up with new 

ideas and new strategies but we will 

need people around the world to help 

us to translate these ideas into their 

particular context. We have seen a 

start in this as every country was 

asked to supply information about a 

particular people group for the SIM 

International prayer diary. Thinking 

in this way is a start, and a start I 

hope the MITF can build on to help 

regenerate some of the pioneering 

spirit of the early missionaries into 

SIM in the 21st Century.” 
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The Richter family at Spiritual Life Conference 2014 and  
(below) in Nsanje District also 2004 



I n April 2014, Bible Centred 

Ministries International came 

to Malawi to help SIM Malawi 

and Sunday School Teachers 

United Movement of Malawi 

(STUM) with training for Sunday 

school teachers.  
  
Training and follow-up 
For four days, 37 trainers from five 

STUM districts were trained. These 

trainers run their own ‘In Step with 

The Master’ (ISTM) programmes to 

train and equip Sunday school 

teachers and children’s ministry 

leaders.  During the rest of the month 

322 Sunday school teachers were also 

trained. I am one of the trainers, and I 

continue doing follow-up for the 

trainers and help them to be more 

effective in their teachings. 
 

BCM has developed a teacher-
training programme using ISTM and 

the goal is to equip more leaders to 

help children come to know, love and 

obey God better.  ISTM is BCM’s 

children’s ministry curriculum that 

prepares leaders to make disciples 

like Jesus did by modelling God’s 

truth, building relationships with the 

children, teaching God’s truth 

effectively, and challenging them to 

respond. 
  
Training in Sri Lanka 

By the grace of God, I and 

two of Revd Jim Young’s 

team were invited to the 

‘Mobilise Asia 2014’ in Sri 

Lanka as lead trainers. The 

training was a week of 

Visioning, Equipping and 

Supporting children’s leaders 

from 14 different 

nationalities to go into all the 

nations. We came together 

with one heart, spirit and 

mind; to learn and seek God so that 

we could go back to our different 

countries, partner with other 

children’s leaders and organisations, 

and seek to multiply children’s 

ministry.  ‘Visioning and Equipping’ 

is the platform from which we all 

step out into our world to help 

churches to have a passion and see 

the need for children’s ministry. 
  
‘Part of the family’ 
Esther Zimmerman is our 

International Children’s Ministry 

Director who led the team, developed 

and implemented the international 

training programme for us, and we 

received great support, training and 

encouragement from her. The BCM 

Sri Lanka team, led by Director 

Meashed Liyanage, took great care of 

us and did all they could to make us 

feel ‘at home’ and part of their 

‘family’.  
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Delegates at the BCM training event in Sri Lanka 

Biu (second left) ’flying the flag’ for Malawi in Sri 

Lanka 

SIM Malawi’s Regional 

Children’s Ministry               

Co-ordinator Biulanty (Biu) 

Thabah (above) had the 

opportunity to go to Sri Lanka 

on a training course 

organised by SIM Malawi 

partner Bible Centred 

Ministries International (BCM) 

Continued on page 8 



S ince it was set up three years 

ago, Sports Friends Malawi 

has worked almost 

exclusively with the Africa 

Evangelical Church (AEC) – SIM 

Malawi’s major church partner. 

Now an exciting new link-up sees it 

starting to spread its wings and 

beginning work with another 

denomination. 
  
Relationship-building 
This is very much in line with one of 

the Sports Friends International 

models for ministry which is to build 

up a relationship with a denomination 

or a regional group of churches to the 

point that they can take over and 

continue the work, thus allowing 

Sports Friends personnel to bring 

other areas/churches on board. 
The ‘new’ denomination is the 

Evangelical Baptist Church of 

Malawi (EBCM) which has its 

headquarters in the Liwonde area of 

eastern Malawi. The EBCM has 

several hundred churches, the 

majority of which are centred 

between the towns of Zomba and 

Mangochi, but with a few in the 

Central Region and a few further 

north, in and around Mzuzu. 
  
Prayer time 
“The link to the EBCM came though 

my co-worker Revd Fostance Mtolo 

who had experience working as a 

church planter when he was working 

with the AEC in the Liwonde area,” 

said Luke Voight, Director of Sports 

Friends Malawi. 
“As a Sports Friends Malawi team, 

we had spent a lot of time in 

September praying about where we 

should go next. The work with the 

AEC is well established - we have 

around 130 sports teams and over 

4,200 young people involved in the 

AEC side of the ministry – and the 

church leadership has recently 

appointed a national sports ministry 

co-ordinator to work with us.” 
Luke and the team made contact with 

the leadership of EBCM and met with 

senior members in a meeting that was 

surprising in its determination to link 

up with Sports Friends Malawi.  

“After talking about our vision for 

how we use sport in ministry, the 

church leadership said outright: 

‘Where is the document for us to sign 

to join up?’!” he said. 
“Their enthusiasm was amazing and 

their knowledge about how to use 

sport in church planting was also 

good, so I think we have a really 

good fit between them and us.” 
  
What’s next? 
So what happens next? There are still 

a number of meetings to take place to 

scope out how Sports Friends Malawi 

and EBCM can work together. The 

good news is that there is a real desire 

from both sides to move things on.                                                                                           

In January there was a two-day event 

for which the EBCM had committed 

to bringing together 50 or more 

pastors and church leaders from 

across the denomination in Liwonde 

to look further into how to move 

things forward. 
 Now it is a question of seeing how 

the EBCM can set up a structure into 

which churches can elect leaders to 

run sports ministries in their areas. 

There will be a need for basic training 

to be carried out with the sports 

ministers before their commissioning 

and the start of their new work. 
“We are hoping that most of this 

work will be completed by April or 

May 2015 and then we can really get 

things off the ground,” said Luke. 
“This is a really exciting venture for 

us and we are determined that, with 

God’s guidance, we can bring the 

Gospel to a significant number of 

unreached people in the east of 

Malawi through sport.” 

 
This ministry is supported by SIM 
Malawi project MW96754 Sports 

Friends Malawi 
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New beginnings to help 
spread the word 

Luke, and members of the Sports Friends Malawi team with members of the 

Evangelical Baptist Church of Malawi 
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‘Nyimbo za Paulendo’  
(Songs for the Journey) 

Y outh choirs from two 

Africa Evangelical Church 

(AEC) congregations near 

Blantyre recently went into a 

recording studio to record a CD of 

original songs written by the choirs 

themselves.  
‘Nyimbo za Paulendo’ (Songs for the 

Journey) are loosely based around the 

‘Songs of Ascent’ - Psalms 120-134 - 
and reflect the journey that the young 

people are on in their Christian life. 
 
Fund-raising effort 
The CD was the idea of Peter Ong, 

SIM Malawi’s AEC Youth Work Co-
ordinator, and came about as a 

creative way to help raise much 

needed funds for the youth ministry. 
“The youth ministry was running low 

on funds and so I started to think 

about how we could put that right,” 

said Pete. 

“Obviously we could just make an 

appeal for funds but we wanted to do 

something more creative, something 

that would engage the young people. 

As I was thinking about it, I realised 

that one of the things the youth in the 

AEC are really good at was music; 

singing, playing instruments and 

writing songs. It seemed too good an 

opportunity to miss.” 
 
Why ‘Songs for the Journey?’ 
 Pete and his co-worker Pastor 

Chisoni Bridge wrote to the youth 

groups in the AEC Blantyre Area 

Council group of churches and two, 

Bangwe and Chilomoni, answered 

that they would like to be involved.  
But why ‘songs for the journey’ and 

why based on the Songs of Ascent? 

Pete explained that the Songs of 

Ascent were sung by pilgrims going 

up to Jerusalem as part of major 

festivals and, as well as worship, they 

helped to encourage the pilgrims on 

their journey. 
“The songs that the choirs wrote and 

chose, reflect the journey that they 

are on towards the heavenly 

Jerusalem, and we hope that the 

songs will inspire and encourage 

them, and others, on their journey to 

that place,” said Pete. 
The nine songs – six by the Bangwe 

Choir and three by Chilomoni – were 

recorded at the Kasupe Studio over a 

few weekends and the CD was 

officially launched at Bangwe AEC 

just before Christmas 2014. As well 

as producing physical CDs Pete 

decided to release the CD online to 

make it available to an international 

audience (for online details see 

below).  
 
Fun to do 
 “It is most young people’s dream to 

record and cut their own album so 

there was a lot of excitement in the 

choirs during this project,” said Pete. 
“It was fun to do and may be the first 

of a number of such projects on 

which we can work with other groups 

of choirs from the AEC. 
“One of the reasons I thought it 

would be good to do this was that I 

felt it was a way for the young people 

involved to internalise God’s Word 

through song. Many of the youth 
Above: One of the choirs in the studio. Top: the album cover 
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groups in the AEC are now starting 

to get involved with Bible Study and 

this project is another step in that 

process.” 
 
Possible programme cuts 
 So, if one of the reasons for 

producing the CD was to help raise 

funds for the youth ministry, what is 

the situation now? Funds are still in 

short supply and, while the AEC has 

committed to help fund the youth 

ministry, more is needed if vital 

programmes are not to be cut. 
“Under youth ministry we run a 

number of events, such as the 

neXGen Youth Leadership 

conferences and youth camps which 

are central to our work but which 

cost money,” said Pete. 
“We also run a mentoring 

programme with youth leaders in 

which we try to model how to build 

relationships within a youth group. 

This is an important part of our work 

but it is the one which is most likely 

to be cut if we are short of funds.” 
“Another area we may have to cut 

back will be the printing of resources 

for use by the youth leaders. This 

would also be a shame because they 

are asking for sound, Bible-based 

resources in Chichewa that they can 

use with their groups.” 
 
Confidence for the future 
 But Pete, and Pastor Chisoni Bridge, 

are still looking to the future with a 

measure of confidence. Indeed, a 

Prayer and Planning Retreat was run 

in January with the Youth Co-
ordinators from the 12 Area Councils 

within the AEC across Malawi.  
The purpose of the retreat was to 

pray and seek God’s vision for youth 

work in the AEC for the next year, to 

build on the relationships with the 12 

co-ordinators and to work through 

the topic of ‘Christian leadership’ 

while practically helping them to 

draw up their plans and a budget for 

youth work in the their area for the 

next year. These plans and budgets 

will then be taken back to the 

individual Area Councils for 

consideration and funding. 
This level of planning will be 

important as Pete, Jo and the family 

will be returning to Australia on 

Home Assignment in July for about 

seven months. 
 
A lot happening 
 “There is a lot happening in this 

year, some of which I will be 

involved with and some I won’t,” 

said Pete. 
“We will run another three neXGen 

Youth Leaders training events in 

February, March and April, one in 

each of the three regions of Malawi. 

The subject will be ‘The Gospel and 

African Traditional Religions 

(ATRs). This is a topic which has 

come up several times when we have 

met with young people. They want to 

know things like how to respond to 

aspects of ATR, such as initiation 

ceremonies and marriage, in the light 

of the Gospel. 

“We will also be running youth 

camps, two in August and one in 

December, on the topic of ‘The 

Mission of God in the World’. We 

want to build a vision for the young 

people of what God is doing in the 

world and how they can be a part of 

it. 
“There are very exciting times ahead 

for the youth ministry and I am 

certain that Chisoni will take things 

forward really well, so I am 

confident that things will have 

moved on significantly when I come 

back from Home Assignment in 

2016!” 
 

To buy and download or to listen to 
Nyimbo za Paulendo please go to:  

http://aecyouth.bandcamp.com/album/
nyimbo-za-paulendo-songs-for-the-

journey 
 

The AEC Youth Ministry work is 
supported by SIM Malawi project 

MW96658 ‘Youth Ministry Capacity 
Building’ 
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Top: Chilomoni and (bottom) Bangwe Choirs pictured at the official launch of the CD 
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S ome of you will have kept up 

with our adventures with 

Howard and Operation Smile.  

If not, please see our blog (http://

malawidanfords. wordpress.com/)!  

Over this process we have shared 

with many people our experience in 

real time. So many people have 

followed and prayed for Howard 

and for us as well. It has been an 

amazing experience.  
  

To God be the glory! 
That is what this message is all about. 

Through this experience I have been 

blessed to see people rally around this 

child and what we were attempting to 

do. They rallied around a moment of 

kindness and love for a little boy. The 

reality is that children like Howard are 

not why we do what we do. That may 

come as a shock to you. 
I have learned in a more profound way 

that the ‘why’ is that God desires to 

reveal Himself and His love through 

us to His glory. The ‘why’ is 

obedience to His calling to help 

Howard to His glory. The kindness 

and love we gave Howard is a fruit of 

the Spirit, an outworking of God’s 

character that has been imparted to us 

by God. It is all about God, and His 

glory. “That the works of God should 

be made manifest in him.” John 9:1-5  
We are missionaries who are 

Christians. We are followers and 

disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 

do what we do, as in the case of 

Howard, because it is the work of God 

in us.  
  

God’s glory - ‘the why’ 
Someone who does not follow Christ 

could have done the same thing we did 

for Howard.  
But the ‘why’ would not be the same. 

That is my only point. The ‘’why’. It is 

God’s glory. In Philippians 2:13 the 

scriptures say: “For it is God who 

works in you both to will and to do of 

His good pleasure.” God worked in 

us, by His word and His Spirit, the 

desire to help Howard. Yes we helped 

him. But it was by God alone that we 

desired and were empowered.  
  

Vessels of His mercy 
We are His vessels of mercy (Romans 

9:23). And that is all right with me! 
My father used to say “a place for 

everything and everything in its 

place”. Well, the place for this event is 

squarely at the throne of God and to be 

lifted up as a sweet-smelling sacrifice 

of praise, honor and glory. To God be 

all the glory. “Sola gloria.”! 

We were even blessed with a 

refreshing boat ride on the 

Lagoon, a trip to the shops, a 

campfire and a really fun time at 

the cultural-evening programme, 

creating a wonderful balance with 

all the work that was done during 

our time there.”  
  
Reaching to billions 
“I was so privileged to be part of 

the team in Sri Lanka. Meeting 

each one of the delegates was just 

so encouraging and gave me a 

surge of passion and love for 

children. Each one really has a 

heart and devotion to the calling 

of children’s ministry and was 

also willing to learn more how we 

could help in reaching out to the 

2.2 billion children in the world so 

that they will come to know, love 

and obey God. I saw each one had 

a deep love for the Lord and 

wanted to do His will to make a 

difference wherever they are.”  
  
Turning point 
“We learned so much from each 

other, with new creative ideas that 

we shared. This has been a turning 

point for me; after I came back 

from this training I felt so 

refreshed and equipped to train 

more children’s workers, and to 

share the vision with our 

churches. 
Jesus said: “Let the little children 

come to me, and do not hinder 

them, for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.” Jesus 

loves the children and He also 

values them. My challenge is: do 

we have the heart of God to be 

willing to welcome them and 

sacrifice our time and energy to 

tell them about Christ?” 

Continued from page 4 

Main picture: 

Kamille with 

Howard after 

his cleft lip and 

palette surgery. 

Inset: Howard 

before surgery 
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