


    BIBLICAL AUTHENTICATION OF STORY TELLING 

* The gospel is a story   - a story of good news !  

• Jesus himself was a story teller – he used many stories during his ministry to illustrate or 

clarify heavenly truths to people.  

•  It has been said that a parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. The Lord 

Jesus frequently used parables as a means of illustrating profound, divine truths. Stories 

such as these are easily remembered, the characters bold, and the symbolism rich in 

meaning. Parables were a common form of teaching in Judaism. Before a certain point 

in His ministry, Jesus had employed many graphic analogies using common things that 

would be familiar to everyone (salt, bread, sheep, etc.) and their meaning was fairly clear 

in the context of His teaching. Parables required more explanation, and at one point in 

His ministry, Jesus began to teach using parables exclusively. 

http://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-parables.html


MATTHEW 13 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him 

that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much 
soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were 
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up 
and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 

11 He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but 
not to them. 12 Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what they have will be taken from them. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables: 

“Though seeing, they do not see; 
    though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 

14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 

“‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 
    you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 
15 For this people’s heart has become calloused; 
    they hardly hear with their ears, 
    and they have closed their eyes. 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
    hear with their ears, 
    understand with their hearts 
and turn, and I would heal them.’[a] 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13


WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF …. 



1. EASIER TO REMEMBER …. 

 

• There are many circumstances when students remember what story the teacher 

taught and not the formula that he taught….but in process of remembering the 

story, the formula is retrieved (in the context of the story)  

•  The best teachers are usually good story tellers 

•  Stories are easier to remember because of the human appeal that they carry 

unlike raw data 

•  My mother taught us using stories…..I used to hate wearing underwear as a 

young boy until I was told a story 

•  I used to like throwing stones and arrows in the air until mom shared a story …. 

 *    Sometimes speakers are literally remembered because of stories that they tell 



2. STORIES PRESENT A HUMAN TOUCH 

 

• Concepts will remain ideas until they have been 

brought down to the level of our day to day life 

experience.  

•  Grace – Car in ZAF  

•  Evangelist Wame anaology of the gospel  

•  A human touch brings connection – people feel like 

things they can connect !  



3.  THEY SIMPLIFY COMPLICATED INFORMATION 

When I share a concept tell me the equivalent story that Jesus shared to illustrate 

mentioned concept;  

I) Our God is a God of second chances -  Prodigal Son 

 

II)  We should not give up in life, persistence eventually pays off – The widow who 

came to the King now and again until he was fed up  

 

III)  Investment – tenants  

 

IV)  Racism or tribalism – the good samaritan 



I WILL SHARE A STORY & I WANT YOU TO TELL 

ME THE LESSONS …. 
 

One of the things I looked forward to after graduating from College was starting an independent 

life…..economically and otherwise. 

I bought a Nokia 8210 for the first time from Lord’s Electronics in Lilongwe @ K28,000 and an 

expensive leather pouch to go with it.  

I started my new life in Blantyre and Manja was the place that first God opened for me.  I did not 

have a car but used mini buses during most of my errands….till one day when I jumped out of 

a mini bus, got home and discovered I did not have my Cellphone with me. ……..I rushed to a 

near by phone bureau…….(EXPLAIN THE REST OF THE STORY)  



4. STORIES COMMAND ATTENTION …. 

 

* Chancellor College story……animosity !  

 

• Those people who sleep wake up, those who were on their phones, pause and 

look at you to hear the story….. 

 

 * Stories have a sense of appeal which cannot be ignored…. 

 



QUALITIES OF A GOOD STORY 





CATCHY INTRODUCTION 



CREDIBILITY 



CULTURAL RELEVANCE 



SENSITIVITY  



APPLICATION  



PULPIT DIGNITY 



DURATION OF A STORY MATTERS… 



SKILLS OF STORY TELLING  

1. Learn how to use silence  

2.  Avoid monotonous tone  

3.  Use questions ie. Guess what happened next?  

4.  Involve people ie. What would you do? Guess what I did? What do you think my 

father did?  

5.  Look in all directions  

6.  Don’t use names unless where it is imperative to do so…. 

7.  Don’t use stories as a replacement of the gospel 

8.  Don’t make people laugh when you want to emphasize a serious point 

9.  Don’t Allelujah stories …… 

10. Don’t over use stories in a sermon  



STORY OF THE MISSIONARY IN AN OLD DRESS 



CULTURE WISE – WE NEED ‘PEACE CHILD’ THEOLOGY 

- No culture is superior to another  

-  Stand by biblical principles at all times 

-  However be sensitive to speak with love  

-  Find positives in the Culture which can be commended before speaking against 
evils of a society or culture.  

-  Read the audience whenever you speak sensitive matters of culture 

-  You are better sticking to the scripture than to your own analysis  

-  Dress and carry yourself modestly ie. Ipads, iphones etc  

-  Use western examples carefully not to demean your fellow Africans  

-  Make an effort to learn a few things from the culture that you are ministering to  

-   



 

 


