
W e are rapidly approaching that time of 

year when those SIM Malawi personnel 

who are in country prepare for the annual 

pilgrimage to the Kamuzu Academy just outside of Kasungu. 

Kamuzu Academy was founded by Malawi’s first President after 

Independence as ‘The Eton of Africa’. 
 
Challenges and rewards 
This year we will be there from 21 to 26 July and will be looking at ‘The 

Challenges and Rewards of Missionary Work’ from sections of Acts with 

Gilbert Nigh (pictured above), who has been working for SIM Zambia 

since 1998. Currently he is SIM International’s Theological Education 

Consultant, having previously been Country Director from 2004-2010, 

and before that he worked in Lay-Leadership Training in local churches.  
Please pray for Gilbert as he shares his thoughts with us, and pray for the 

SIM Malawi team as we come under God’s word in this way.  
Please also pray for two young men from the UK, Ben Wildman and Dan 

Rushton, who will be working with the children and young people at 

SLC. 

Malawi Amoto 
‘Flames of Fire’ 

Malawi Amoto Editorial 

W elcome to the new-look 

Malawi Amoto. As we 

enter the second year of its 

production, we thought it was 

time to give it a fresh look. We 

hope you like it! 
 
We will still have a mix of stories 

about ministries and people in the 

pages, and our hope and prayer is 

that we give all our readers an 

overview of what life and work is 

like for those involved with SIM 

Malawi. 
 
As ever we would love to hear from 

you; to let us know what you think 

of the new-look magazine, for 

things you would like to hear about, 

or just to hear from you! 
 
To contact us at, or for more 

information about, Malawi Amoto 

please contact: 

malawi.communications@sim.org 
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If it’s July it 
must be SLC! 

Kamuzu Academy, site for Spiritual Life Conference 2014 



O ur ‘Calling Young 

SIMers’ page is a little 

different this month as we 

are saying au revoir to two of our 

older young SIMers! Peter 

Wheatley and Josh Hammond 

recently graduated from St 

Andrew’s International School in 

Blantyre and will be going to 

university in far-flung places.  
Peter, with dad and mum Steven and 

Jo, and sister Sarah, will be visiting 

the UK and when the family returns 

to Malawi he will stay behind.  
 
London or Salford and 
Australia 
He is awaiting his  A-Level results 

to see if he will be at Brunel 

University near London or the 

University of Salford near 

Manchester. 
Josh, after Home Assignment in the 

UK with Mike and Jacky and brother 

Chris, will return to Malawi for a 

brief time before he goes to 

University in Australia – destination 

not yet confirmed. 
 
Human climbing  frames! 
Both Peter and Josh will be greatly 

missed by all of us here, but 

especially by the young SIMers who 

seem to delight in using both of 

them as human climbing frames! 
 
By Prayer 
At the farewell breakfast ‘Uncle’ 

Nico Bontenbal said a few words 

about the two young men and 

commended the two young men to 

their future with words of Solomon, 

in Ecclesiastes 9:7-10 and 11:9-10 
Please pray for Peter and Josh, and 

their families, as they start the next 

chapter of their life journey. 
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Au revoir to young 
SIMers! 

Peter and Josh preparing for life at University (above) 

The Blantyre Team, and friends, saying au revoir to Peter and Josh (top) 

 
Calling all  

Young ‘SIMers’ 
 

Do you have a story to tell 

about your school or church or 

things you are doing in Malawi? 
 

Please get in touch with Ian: 

malawi.communications 
@sim.org 



W hen Nora Ring returned 

to Chididi 24 years after 

she had left, it was not 

just for a trip down Memory Lane 

but it was also with a real desire to 

see how the work she and Daryl 

had been involved with had 

progressed. 
 
Impact of modern life 
What she found was that modern life 

had started to make an impression in 

the area, not least on church services: 

“We were going to services three, 

sometimes four times a day because 

they have electricity now!” she said. 
“When we were working there, there 

was no electricity so they could not 

have evening services but now they 

can. Another change was that the 

Pastors are all wearing clerical 

collars, which they did not in my 

day!” 
There was a lot of catching up to do 

with people Nora, and Daryl, had 

lived and worked with, and also the 

children of many who came to meet 

her. 
“At Lulwe we just visited with the 

Pastor and a few of the people we 

knew. And then at Chididi there was 

a church conference. So that was 

very, very busy,” she said. 
 
Joy of renewed fellowship 
“It was difficult for me to see some 

of the people that I remembered. The 

women I know really well, but I did 

see each one. I had to walk to some 

of the villages to see them. It was just 

a joy to renew fellowship with them; 

I nearly cried and some of them did 

too! 
“But the fellowship was just really 

wonderful, not just with the people I 

knew but also with children of the 
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Nora walking from village to village (above) and climbing into an animal-viewing hide 

(top right). Both bely her 89 years! 

In the last issue of Malawi 

Amoto, we met Nora Ring who 

served with the South African 

General Mission and Africa 

Evangelical Fellowship in 

Malawi from 1953 to 1990. In 

that first article Nora looked 

back on what life was like for 

her and her husband, Daryl, as 

they worked in the Nsanje 

District in Southern Malawi. 

Now she looks back on the trip 

she undertook with members of 

her family and considers what 

changes, good and bad, have 

occurred in the intervening 

years. 



people I knew; that was a joy, to see 

quite a number of them who seem to 

be definitely following the Lord. That 

was just so encouraging.” 
She was further encouraged when she 

attended the baptism of over 100 

people in the local river on one of the 

days she was there, and also by the 

church services, even though they 

were not what she expected or 

remembered: “The services are more 

Pentecostal, with more interaction 

between whoever is leading and the 

congregation; that was new to me!” 
Another thing which did please her 

greatly was to find that the work she 

had been involved with, and the 

churches she knew when here in 

Malawi, were still going strong. Nora 

said she was “impressed” with the 

Pastors whom she met and also with 

the “Christian people” she met, and 

that the foundations she and others 

had laid down are being built on in a 

strong way. 
 
Another trip? Probably not! 
So, at 89, is this the last time we will 

see the redoubtable Nora Ring in 

Malawi? Probably! 
“Well, I’m not really expecting to 

come to Malawi again. At my age I 

am not expecting to make another 

trip, but I am rejoicing at having been 

able to make this one!” 
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Prayer for 

STA support 
In the last issue of Malawi 

Amoto we asked for prayer for 

two young ladies, Shelby (top) 

and Alicia (below) (from USA 

and Canada respectively) who 

were working to riase the 

support they needed to come 

and work in Malawi. 
Your prayers have been answered! 
The girls have their funding, their 

tickets and we hope to be able to 

welcome them to Malawi in time 

for our Spiritual Life Conference. 
Please continue to pray for them as 

they go through their final 

preparations and travel out to 

Malawi. If all goes to plan they 

should meet up in Addis Ababa 

and complete the final leg of the 

journey together! 
 
 

Nora was able to attend the baptism of over 100 people (top)  

One of the many lunches in her honour during the trip (below) 



N etball is big in Malawi. The 

national netball team, ‘The 

Queens’, is in the top five 

teams in the world and, generally, 

if girls have free time they will grab 

a ball and have a game. From the 

deepest rural villages to the waste 

land and alleyways of the towns 

and cities, netball is queen! 
It should not be too much of a 

surprise to know that Sports Friends 

Malawi has embraced this love of the 

game as it runs regular girls’ netball 

training alongside football training 

for the boys and, as a result of this, 

the first ever Sports Friends Malawi 

Netball Camp was held in Blantyre. 
Four Africa Evangelical Church 

(AEC) teams were invited to take part 

in the three-day event, which 

included netball matches, drills, 

games, and Bible teaching. 
 
Reward and encourage 
“We wanted to reward and encourage 

four churches around Blantyre for 

their faithful devotion to sports 

ministry over the last few years,” said 

Sports Friends Malawi Director Luke 

Voight. 
“We went to the four corners of the 

city and invited teams from Ndirande, 

Soche, Bangwe and Mpemba. When 

the teams turned up, with their 

coaches, we realised that we had a big 

spread of ages and abilities so we 

mixed the girls up and put them into 

four new teams: England, Jamaica, 

New Zealand and, of course, 

Malawi!” 
The first day was devoted to warm-up 

drills and games to get to know new 

team mates before the ‘serious’ 

events started on day two.  
Each team played the others in a 

‘round robin’, with the best two 

teams playing off in the final. While 

this was going on there were team-
building games such as tug-of-war, 

Bulldog and a parachute game, the 

object of which was to eject the 

coloured balls of your opponents 

from the parachute while making sure 

yours stayed on. 
Underpinning all of this was teaching 

from the Word of God.  
 
Evangelistic camp 
At the start of each day, and at the 

end, coaches shared from the Bible 

on subjects such as honesty, self-
control, forgiveness and grace.  
In the evenings there were dramas 

and more teaching, and the whole 

camp was rounded off with a foot-
washing ceremony where the coaches 

washed the feet of the girls from their 

teams. 
“The aim from the start of the 

planning was to make this an 
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‘Not to be served, but 
to serve’ 
Sports Friends Malawi Inaugural Netball Camp 

“Here come the girls!”  
The teams arrived for the tournament singing and dancing! (top)  

The shock of the third bucket in ‘The Bucket Game’ (below) 



evangelistic camp,” said Luke. 
“We asked each of the coaches to 

select ten girls from their teams of 30 

or 40 to come to the event. We 

wanted them to bring girls who had 

been resistant to the Gospel in their 

home situations so we could pour the 

Grace of God into them. 
“A number of the girls gave their 

lives to the Lord at the camp, and 

follow-up with the coaches has 

shown that even more have given 

their lives as a result of the teaching 

and fellowship over the weekend.” 
Luke notes that one of the outcomes 

of the weekend was to show the girls 

the body of Christ, in all its diversity, 

in action – and that was certainly the 

case. 
 
Bible teaching vs Malawian 
culture  
But what of the foot-washing? This 

seems to go counter to conventional 

culture - as it did in Jesus’ day - so 

how was that received? 
“We talked this over and over with 

the coaches and at first they were a 

little hesitant to get into it,” said 

Luke. 
“But then we got into the Word and 

found that this is just what Jesus did - 
He came not to be served but to 

serve. We realised, again, that the 

Bible was greater than Malawian 

culture and from that 

point on everyone was 

prepared to get 

involved. 
 
An evening of many 
tears 
“As for the girls, they 

were a little unsure at 

first but soon accepted 

what was going on and 

the prayers their 

coaches were lifting up 

for them, and there were 

many tears on what was 

a really powerful 

evening.” 
So having been able to 

evaluate the camp, will 

there be more in the 

future? 
“Definitely!” said Luke. 

“We were all exhausted 

after the camp because 

it was so full-on, but we 

know that this was just 

the first of many. 
“There are over 110 

sports ministry teams 

under just the Africa 

Evangelical Church in 

Malawi and we had a 

camp for just four! I guess we have 

our work cut out for us as we take 

this forward!” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sports Friends Malawi 
is supported by Project 

MW96754 
 

The foot-washing and prayer time was overwhelming for 
some of the girls (top) 

Action on the netball court (below) 
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