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A  new website, a trip to India, 

news from 1900 and thoughts 

from the first of our ‘Foreign 

Correspondents’ make up the first 

Malawi Amoto for 2014. 
The Foreign Correspondent column 

will, we hope, be an irregular feature 

as it depends on people being on 

home assignment!  

Our news from 1900 is also the start 

of a new regular dip into the SIM 

Archives to see how we got here. 
And as you will see on this page, our 

new website is up and running so 

please have a look around it! 
For more information about Malawi 

Amoto please contact: 

malawi.communications@sim.org 

A fter about six months 

gestation, 1 January 

2014 saw the launch of 

the all-new SIM Malawi website 

– www.simmalawi.org. The new 

site was developed in 

conjunction with UK-based 

Church Edit, a company which 

specialises in church and charity 

websites. 
The new site includes information 

such as what SIM Malawi does, 

for example its projects and 

opportunities to serve, and it also 

has a developing library of audio 

files from the Pastors’ Book Set 

2013 and videos looking at the 

work and the people of SIM 

Malawi. 
“Developing the site with Church 

Edit threw up some problems, 

such as the fact we are several 

thousand miles away and we have 

to battle time differences of one or 

two hours, depending on the time 

of year,” said SIM Malawi 

Communications Co-ordinator Ian 

Farrimond. 
“Despite these ‘problems’, it was 

quite a straightforward process and 

the end result is really what I had 

envisioned when thinking about 

the site; that is, it is ‘clean’ and 

simple to navigate. I hope that 

people will start to make use of it. 

Certainly, my intention is that it 

will not be a static site and there 

are plans for regular updates and 

some exciting programmes 

coming up later this year. So 

watch this space!” 
The new website is a significant 

element of the electronic 

communications portfolio of SIM 

Malawi. There is also a FaceBook 

page (https://www.facebook.com/

SIM.Malawi), a Twitter feed 

(https://twitter.com/simmalawi) 

and this magazine, and the hope is 

that SIM Malawi personnel and 

supporters will make use of all as 

we look to promote the work of 

SIM Malawi to as wide an 

audience as possible. 

It’s live! - www.simmalawi.org 
launched  

‘Malawi Amoto’ editorial 

Screen grab from our new website www.simmalwi.org  



M alawi is known as a 

land of contrasts; 

contrasts between the 

rural villages and towns and 

cities, contrasts between the 

poor and the affluent 

Malawians. But recently, one of 

our team has, as part of his 

work, visited a country of even 

greater contrasts.  
Mark Dartnell (right), SIM’s 

International Short-Term 

Programme Coordinator, as part of 

his work to visit other fields, 

recently spent some time in 

Northern India. 
As with other field visits, Mark 

was looking to find how the Indian 

Field dealt with Short-Term 

Associates (STAs) and the kind of 

programme they have for the 

STAs to work in. But he found a 

great deal more besides. 
“In all of the other countries I have 

visited we have been able to talk 

openly about the organisation, but 

not so in India,” said Mark. 
“The part of the country I was in 

was strongly Hindu and this meant 

we had to be very wary in what we 

said, even in private meetings. 

There was a lot of idol worship; 

almost every street corner seemed 

to have one idol or another set up 

there and people praying to it. The 

River Ganges is a centre for prayer 

every evening and all of this took 

getting used to. 
“But what was good was to see 

just how they are coping with this 

and the kind of programmes they 

have for STAs, programmes which 

I think could work well in other 

parts of the world.” 
One such programme, ‘Incredible 

India’ surprised Mark in the way it 

operates.  
“It is almost like an Exposure 

Programme, where STAs come for 

four months but spend the first two 

months in language and cultural 

learning,” he said. 
“Only after that do they get any 

first-hand ministry involvement. It 

works very well and can be seen 

as a taster for STAs with a view to 

inspiring them to come back for 

long-term mission work. I think 

this could be rolled out in other 

areas, changing it as needed for 

local situations, but it could be a 

way forward for training STAs.” 
Mark has been in his current post 

since 2009, starting when he was 

based with his wife Leanne 

(Personnel Co-ordinator for SIM 

Malawi) in Burkina Faso, and 

continuing with the job when they 

moved to Malawi two years ago. 

As well as holding the 

International Co-ordinator role, 

Mark is also SIM Malawi’s STA 

programme co-ordinator, looking 

to place people wanting to come 

out as STAs from all over the 

world for anything from a few 

months to two years. 
So what is he looking for in a 

potential STA, whether it is 

someone coming specifically to 

Malawi or someone generally 

wanting to get involved with 

SIM’s STA programme world-
wide? 
“I think there are three essentials 

that anyone looking to come out to 

the mission field should have; a 

Kingdom Vision, a Servant Heart, 

and a Willingness to Learn,” he 

said. 
“That applies across the board, but 

I think it is especially important 

for STAs because my hope is that 

people who come out on short-
term trips may be inspired to come 

back out to the field long-term, 

and all of those attributes are 

going to be needed.” 
Looking to the future, Mark wants 

to set up better communication 

links between Field and Sending 

Offices’ STA Co-ordinators, to 

ensure a better transfer of 

information and sharing good-
practice to make sure that the 

experience STAs have in the 

various fields is positive, helping 

both the short-termer and also the 

field itself.  
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Short-Term Associates 
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addition to everything above about 

a normal home assignment, this 

particular one for our family is a 

time of major transition. All three 

of our children are transitioning 

into adulthood. Our first child has 

just started at a university. Our 

second child applied to five 

universities and is currently going 

through the selection process. Our 

third child is working hard in the 

lower sixth form at a nearby 

grammar school. When we return 

to Malawi, we will leave all three 

behind in the UK. That will be a 

big change, and we are trying to 

prepare for it in various ways. 
How does the UK compare with 

Malawi?  
It’s very cold here! We try to 

keep warm by wearing many 

layers of clothes. Heating is 

available, but we want to keep the 

cost down, as gas and electricity 

seem a little more expensive than 

in Malawi. The other day in a local 

supermarket, we found another 

item that is far more expensive 

here than in Malawi. Here is 

the photo (top). What God gives 

us freely growing on a tree in 

our garden in Malawi is food for 

the rich in the UK! 
Having said that, some things are 

cheaper in the UK, particularly 

things that come to Malawi as 

imported items. We bought a 

printer and a scanner, both of 

which were less than half 

the typical price we would have 

to pay in Malawi. 
Signs in the UK 
Some of the signs around us make 

us feel like foreign visitors. For 

instance, this sign (middle) almost 

made us rush to the cash machine 

just for a moment, as it seemed to 

say that the machine was giving 

away free cash, and we could get 

as much as we wanted. 
The sign at the bottom was in the 

toilet on a train. Apparently, not a 

joke. The first few items not to 

flush down the toilet seem 

familiar, but the rest seem very 

strange. Can you blame us for 

not quite feeling at home? 

H ome assignment is 

something peculiar to 

missionaries. It is 

generally understood by most 

Malawian friends as a holiday. 

We certainly take a break from 

our regular missionary work in 

Malawi, and taking some rest to 

become refreshed is an 

important aspect of home 

assignment. However, it is much 

more than that. 
It’s a combination of many things. 

It’s a time for reporting 

and sharing. We are in partnership 

with those who sent and support 

us. We visit them to thank them 

for their prayers and giving on our 

behalf; we explain what God has 

done because they sent us out 

as missionaries. It’s time for 

reconnecting. We have family 

and friends whom we left behind 

in order to serve in Malawi. Now 

is the chance to reconnect with 

them. It’s also a time of learning 

and equipping. We attend courses 

and read books to sharpen our 

skills, expand our knowledge and 

deepen our understanding, so that 

we may become better at our work 

when back in Malawi. It’s a time 

for ministry, particularly in 

relation to one of SIM 

Malawi’s strategic foci, to advance 

mission. We meet many people; 

many are already involved in 

mission one way or another, but 

some think they are not cut out for 

mission and others are 

very interested to get involved. We 

talk to them in the hope that the 

whole Church of God may 

become mobilised for His global 

work. It is also a time for 

reflection. We evaluate what 

we have seen and done, and pray 

about visions for the future. 
How is it going?  
So far, we have only had a few 

churches to visit, but we are using 

this time for other purposes. In 

From our ‘Foreign Correspondent’! 
“Abroad thoughts from home” 
By Megumi Fazakerley 



H aving discovered a rich 

treasure trove in the 

SIM International 

archive, Malawi Amoto will 

have a regular feature ‘From the 

Archives’ looking at some of the 

work and personalities from our 

early days in this country. We 

start with the first arrivals, in 

1900. 
If there was a ‘family tree’ of SIM 

Malawi we would see that the 

modern-day organisation is the 

great-grandchild of the Cape 

General Mission (CGM) founded 

in Cape Town, South Africa in 

1889 by Martha Osborn, Spencer 

Walton and Andrew Murray. 

CGM started to expand, and soon 

its name changed to South Africa 

General Mission (SAGM) until, 11 

years after its foundation, it had 

around 100 workers in most sub-
equatorial African countries.  
Most, that is, except for Malawi. It 

was in 1900 that the first pioneers 

from SAGM arrived in Malawi – 

Nyasaland as it was then – to start 

their work.  
Nyasaland had been ‘discovered’ 

some 20 or so years before CGM 

was founded, thanks to Dr David 

Livingstone. In the intervening 

years, several major towns, such 

as Blantyre (named after his 

birthplace in Scotland), had been 

established, and so had missionary 

work. 
Knowing that there was already 

such work in place, SAGM had 

been waiting for the right 

opportunity to move ‘north of the 

Zambezi’. In 1900 the opportunity 

arrived and three pioneers, Dr D 

Kidd, Mr E Faithful and a Mr 

Raney, set off from South Africa 

by sea and river to reach the Shire 

River. 
Over three months in ‘The South 

African Pioneer’ – the magazine 

of SAGM (great-grandfather of 

Malawi Amoto?) - Dr Kidd 

outlined the background to the 

operation and also something of 

the early set-up and development 

of the new mission.  
In the edition published in October 

1900, Dr Kidd said: “For years we 

[SAGM] had been thinking of 

working on the Shire River, but 

did not wish to seem to compete 

with the various agencies at work 

in that sphere. Rumours had 

reached us that the old-established 

missions had resented the way in 

which the younger societies had 

ignored the customary etiquette 

existing between different 

missions and had started stations 

immediately close to old stations – 

leaving utterly neglected areas still 

From the Archives:  
1900 and the first arrivals in Malawi 
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(Above) Dr D Kidd photographed in about 1900/1901 (from SIM Archives) 

(Top right) Front Cover of The South African Pioneer dated October 1900 



uncared for. We were therefore 

anxious not to repeat the blunder 

which caused heart-burnings, and 

waited for the door to open before 

us. 
“When Mr Anderson offered his 

station to us we felt that the hour 

had struck. His station was some 

five-days’ journey from the 

nearest Mission Station, we were 

told; the sphere he worked in had 

not been annexed by any other 

society; the language he used – 

Senna – was hardly reduced to 

writing. Mr Anderson had been 

working alone and was not 

attached to any society, but was on 

friendly terms with all. So when 

he offered his work to us we felt 

that the door had indeed opened. 

All that was left was for us to go 

and possess the land.” 
Sadly, Dr Kidd does not explain 

who the ‘Mr Anderson’ was but 

his generous offer led to the 

establishment of the SAGM – 

thence ultimately the SIM Malawi 

– work in Nyasaland, later 

Malawi. 
But there was much to be done, 

not least to travel from South 

Africa to the Shire River. This was 

done by boat from Cape Town to 

modern-day Mozambique, then a 

Portuguese territory, and then by 

various river steamers along the 

Chinde and Zambezi Rivers until 

they reached the Shire and Port 

Herald, today known as Nsanje in 

the south of Malawi. 
Unlike today, when we jet around 

the globe and arrive in the field, 

Dr Kidd and his team had a more 

leisurely trip, although not without 

its alarms, and this is illustrated by 

his description of the river passage 

from Chinde to Port Herald: “Life 

on the river steamer is quite 

luxurious; many of the boats are 

well fitted up, far better than we 

had anticipated. Meals were all 

served on deck and so the four 

days’ journey from Chinde to Port 

Herald was a sort of picnic.  
“At night time we had a glorious 

moon, and so we did not tie up on 

the bank until late. After a night’s 

rest we would wake up to a dense 

river fog which would not clear 

until about nine o’clock. However, 

the steamer would not wait on the 

whims of the fog and so we ran the 

risk of sticking on some sand 

banks.” 
Dr Kidd quite graphically talks 

about how the steamer captain left 

more of the navigating to ‘native 

pilots’, as he described them, and 

to some of the ‘adventures’ with 

the sand banks to which this led: 

“Sometimes these native pilots try 

short cuts, or get confused and 

miss the right channel. Suddenly 

you hear the engine telegraph at 

work; jumping to your feet, 

expecting something to break the 

monotony of the hot and sultry 

hours, you are half knocked over 

by the sudden stop of the steamer 

on a sand bank. Then begins the 

trouble. The first thing, seemingly, 

is for the Captain to smack his 

pilot. This is supposed to work 

wonders. It does not hurt the dull-
nerved native, but does humiliate 

him. But for all that it does not 

take the boat off the sand bank.” 
So our pioneers are closing in on 

their goal, the Shire River. In the 

next issue we shall take things 

further as Dr Kidd and his team 

reach Port Herald and thereafter 

their new Mission Station by a 

most interesting mode of 

transport! 
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(Above) One of the native pilots on the river steamer (Top right) The river 

steamer at Chinde (both from South African Pioneer October 1900) 


