
L ast month we had a new baby 

and an engagement to 

announce; this month we have piles 

of poop (see above)! 
We also learn how to be a ’Good 
Messenger’ (page 2), how taking part 
in a survey led to the desire for a hug 
(page 4) and how a young man is 
taking to the air at the controls of an 
aircraft (page 5). 
All part of life at SIM Malawi! So 

please enjoy and share this latest issue 
of Malawi Amoto. 
For more information about Malawi 

Amoto or story ideas, please contact 
The Editor, Ian Farrimond, at 
malawi.communications@sim.org 

Piles of poop steal the day! 
 
By Penny and Dean Stocker 
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P ang’ono, pang’ono When 

anyone starts learning 

Chichewa, one of the first 

phrases learned is “pang’ono, 

pang’ono.” It means little by little. In 

the past week, I have heard this 

phrase when talking about my 

children adjusting to life back in 

Lilongwe, when discussing language 

learning, when talking about the 

work that needs to be done on our 

house. It is a handy and encouraging 

phrase in Malawi where change 

occurs slowly. 
Since returning to Malawi, we have 
often been discouraged at the pace of 
change. One of the hardest things for 
the work of KINDLE Orphan 

Outreach (Kids In Need Deserve Love 

& Encouragement)is the prevalent 
“what’s in it for me?” culture. This is 
not traditional Malawian culture, but 
something learned from well 
intentioned people and groups, 
especially non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs). In the past, and 
even continuing today in many groups, 
NGOs offered incentives to Malawians 
to learn new ideas to help in 
agriculture, education, finance, etc. So 
today, if KINDLE wants to hold a 
training, the villagers expect to be paid 
for their time, instead of just wanting 
to learn to make their lives better. It is 

Continued on page 3 
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The highlight of the day - piles of poop! 
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these.” 
Set up in 2005, Mthenga Wabwino 
looks to support and encourage 
local churches to reach out to their 
unreached neighbours. It does this 
by organising training seminars, 
producing and translating good-
quality educational materials and 
also by holding meetings where 
pastors and other church leaders 
can come together to share ideas 
and benefit from mutual support. 
One of the main areas of work for 
Mthenga Wabwino is known as 
‘Training of Trainers’, a seminar 
for pastors from different 
geographic areas across Malawi 
who will then go back to the area 
in which they live 
to pass on their new 
knowledge to others 
in that region. 
“Training of 
Trainers is a good 
example of how the 
organisation seeks 
to work,” said Nico. 
“We bring together 
a group of pastors 
who have been 
nominated for 
training by a 
groups of churches 

in a number of areas. They come 
together for anything from two to 
five days and we provide training, 
encouragement, and access to 
resources to give them a better 
understanding of the challenges to 
be faced and how Christians can 
engage with, and minister to, 
unreached people. 
“At the end of the workshop they 
go back to help their pastors and 
church leaders around where they 
live to take part in local training 
sessions which they run.” 
So while, in many ways, the 
challenge of unreached groups 
seem insurmountable, Mthenga 
Wabwino is proving that there are 
creative ways to engage with them 
and is seeing some success in 
people being brought into God’s 
Kingdom though its work of 
encouraging local churches to 
meet that challenge. 
 

 
Supported by Project 96653 

‘Mthenga Wabwino’ 

A n increasing challenge 

for the Church in 

Malawi, as it is in many 

countries, is how to address the 

increasing challenge of 

unreached people groups. 
The challenge can come from 
other major world religions, from 
traditional religions or from people 
with no religious affiliation or 
seemingly no interest in the 
spiritual at all. 
So how do we meet this 
challenge? The answer, certainly 
in Malawi, is through the local 
churches and through partnering 
through the SIM Malawi ministry 
Mthenga Wabwino (Chichewa for 
‘Good Messenger’). 
“Unreached people groups in 
Malawi at present account for 
around four or five million people, 
about a quarter of the total 
population,” said Mthenga 
Wabwino’s Co-ordinator, Nico 
Bontenbal. 
“We have people groups such as 
the Yao, those involved with other 
major religions and the Gule 

Wamkulu animist sect which is 
prevalent in the country. All of 
these present their own challenges 
and we have to work to overcome 

Being a ‘Mthenga Wabwino’ to reach the 
unreached 

The Yao people group is important to the work of Mthenga Wabwino 

The animist group Gule Wamkulu roam the countryside 
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discouraging to hear, “the other 
NGO gave us umbrellas and          
t-shirts, what are you going to give 
us?” 
Recently, though, God encouraged 
us with an event with a ‘David and 
Goliath’ plotline. KINDLE 
partnered with a large NGO to 
host a field day to showcase 
agricultural projects. KINDLE’s 
community development workers, 
Yohane Chisale and Yohane 
Malenga,  planned to show how to 
make fertilizer using things found 

in the village (corn husks, goat 
dung, etc.). They purchased the 
needed materials for MKW2,000
(about US$7) and also brought 
about MKW10,000-worth of food 
to share. 
The other NGO showed up with 
hundreds of thousands of kwacha-
worth of food, dozens of vehicles 
packed with people from all over 
the district who sang songs of 
praise about the NGO, many more 
vehicles bringing government 
officials they had paid to attend, 
and 40 new bikes “to be given 
away to the area’s lead farmers”. 
Our ‘Yohane’s’ (as they are 
affectionately called) looked at the 
circus with dismay. Who would 

care about what they had 
prepared? But they started 
showing people “pang’ono, 

pang’ono”  the way to make 
fertilizer. God blessed their 
persistence and they drew the 
largest crowd at the event. One 
district officer, praised them for 
their work: “This could be the end 
of the government’s Fertilizer 
Subsidy Programme!” 
At the end of the day, the other 
NGO announced the time for 
giving away the bikes. The 
farmers in our area each hoped 
they would be chosen to receive a 
bike. However, ALL of the bikes 
went to the government workers 
and the singers of praise who had 
been brought in from other areas. 
Before, the farmers in our area 
believed that KINDLE works too 
slowly and asks too much from the 
community, but suddenly they 
started to realise that the ones who 
come just to ‘give’ are often really 
more interested in themselves than 
in the community they’re 
supposed to be helping. 
Pang’ono, pang’ono; please pray 
that we patiently continue in 
God’s timing, step by step seeing 
changes take place in people’s 
lives and hearts. 
 
 
 
To support this work please quote 

Project MW 96750  

Piles of poop steal the day! 
Continued from page 1 

Your support welcome 
 

If you would like to support any of the projects featured, please visit the website of your nearest 
SIM Sending Office, click on the ‘donate’ section and quote the project number: 

 

Australia: sim.org.au - Canada: sim.ca 
New Zealand:  sim.org.nz  - South Africa: sim.org.za 

United Kingdom: sim.co.uk - United States: simusa.org 
 

SIM Malawi, PO Box136, Blantyre, Malawi  
Email: sim.malawi@sim.org 

KINDLE’s two ‘Yohanes’ who  showed what can be done with basic materials 



S ometimes an opportunity 

comes along that, 

professionally, is just too 

good to let pass. Such was the 

case for SIM Malawi’s Jo 

Wheatley. Jo works as a 

physiotherapist at the Beit Cure 

Hospital in Blantyre, but the 

opportunity took her out of the 

city to help collect information 

for a major survey into 

childhood disabilities. 
“The survey is being carried out 
by KIM Malawi and the London 
School of Tropical Health and 
Hygiene, and is looking, initially, 
at the prevalence of childhood 
disabilities in two distinct areas, 
Ntcheu and Thyolo. We were 
looking at children from birth to 
age 17 and across a range of 
disabilities,” said Jo. 
The areas chosen offered two very 
different scenarios. Ntcheu, in the 
central region of the country, is a 
thriving township while Thyolo in 
the southern region is more of a 
village/rural area. 
Before the survey team arrived in 
the areas, a group of volunteers 

had gone door-to-door to carry out 
a screening test. This test was 
designed to find children with 
hearing, speech or sight problems, 
issues with walking and also 
epilepsy. Those who were 
identified were invited to attend 
the sessions, and help towards 
their transport was given. The 
volunteers then did follow-up to 

ensure the people who were meant 
to attend actually did so. 
“We averaged between 150 and 
250 children each day and one day 
saw 357 children,” said Jo. 
“We saw a lot of children with 
cerebral palsy (CP), and CP 
caused by cerebral malaria. There 
were also a number with ear 
problems and also Down’s 
Syndrome and a few with Spina 
Bifida. 
“I was involved with children 
suffering from epilepsy and 
intellectual disabilities. It was 
interesting to see the difference, in 
terms of care and treatment, 
between the two areas. Ntcheu has 
a good community development 
programme in the township and 
this shows when it comes to how 
people, especially those living 
away from the main hospitals, are 
treated. Thyolo, being more rural 
does not have the same level of 
coverage and this shows in the 
care and treatment of people with 
disabilities.” 
Some survey work is still on-going 
and the next step will be to collate 
and investigate the findings before 
a report into the survey will be 
presented to the Malawian 
Government and to other NGOs. 
But how did this work and the 
experience impact on Jo? 
“On the whole I was fine but there 
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“I just wanted to give him a 
hug!” 

Mothers and children waiting to be surveyed 
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Hearing problems were one of the key areas the survey was looking at 



were two children, both in Thyolo, 
who had a big effect on me,” she 
said.  
“One was a six-year-old who was 
suffering from meningitis. Just a few 
months ago he was running around 
and talking like any other normal six-
year-old. When we saw him he was 
thin and weak and had lost 
communications skills. Because of 
his problem his arms had contracted 
and become fixed and part of this was 
because people did not know about 
the simple stretching exercises he 
needed to keep flexibility in his joints 
and limbs. 
“The second was something of an 
exception. I was very impressed by 
the level of care that parents were 
showing towards their disabled 
children. Steven and I used to work in 
Mozambique where you rarely, if 
ever, see disabled children, and we 
could never find out for sure what 
was happening to them so the 
contrast between the neighbouring 
countries was very marked. 
“So here in Malawi it is a very 
different story, except for one child 

we saw. He came in and was filthy 
and covered in sores and his mother, 
who to be fair had another disabled 
child, did not seem to care or just 
could not cope. I really just wanted to 
pick him up and give him a hug! 
“I hope that, when the survey 
findings are published, it will have a 
significant impact on the healthcare 

sector and result in better care and 
treatment of children with 
disabilities,” she said. 
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Calling all Young ‘SIMers’ 
Do you have a story to tell about your school or church or things you are doing in Malawi? 

Please get in touch with Ian: malawi.communications@sim.org 

Our young eagle! 
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young 

men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD 

will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like 

eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk 

and not be faint. Isaiah 40:30-31 

A t a time when most young men are looking to 

get their first driving licence and start taking 

driving lessons, Tazelaar Stocker has decided 

to aim a little higher – several thousand feet higher!  
Tazelaar is interested in aviation, especially engineering, 
and the EAA Young Eagle Program gave him a chance to 
co-pilot a small plane in May.  
He even took the controls for a couple of minutes in the 
air! He is now considering starting some online 
coursework to prepare for flight training school.  Tazelaar at the controls 

Jo working with a young patient at Cure Hospital 


